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Dear Ms Ford,

CLEARANCE OF CONDITION 69 OF 10/01780/HYBRID   

NW BICESTER ECO TOWN, CAVERSFIELD, BICESTER (CHERWELL DC)      

Thank you for consulting us on this matter. We received the letter on 27 May 2014 and we are now in a position to respond.

We are unable to recommend the discharge Condition 69.

Firstly, it is not apparent which part of the site the drawings submitted as part of this application refer to – this needs to be clarified. 

In addition, we have looked at the submitted drawings and there doesn’t seem to be the level of detail we would expect to see to discharge this condition (calculations etc). Please can you refer the applicant to the wording of Condition 69 which clearly outlines what we would expect to see which will need to be supported by evidence.

Condition 69

No development approved by this permission shall begin until a surface water drainage scheme for the site, based on sustainable drainage principles and to OCC adoptable standards, and an assessment of the hydrological and hydrogeological context of the development, has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The scheme shall subsequently be implemented in accordance with the approved details before the development is completed.

The scheme shall also include:

·  Capacity to contain the 1 in 30 year storm event with the drainage attenuation and conveyance features.

· The ability to manage storm events up to and including the 1 in 100 year storm event (with a 30% allowance for climate change) safely on site, while avoiding risk to properties and others.

· A range of best practice sustainable drainage techniques including permeable paving, swales, basins, ponds and wetlands in accordance with the drainage strategy ref. 7501- UA001881-UP21R-02 and Section 4 of the Flood Risk Assessment 3501-UA001881- UU41R-03 (Hyder, June 2011).

· Measures to increase discharges into the local watercourses to improve local biodiversity.

· Full planting schedules utilising species of native and local provenance of each SUDs feature including proposed wetland features.

· No infiltration of surface water into the ground where there is a presence of contaminated land unless it has been demonstrated that there is no resultant unacceptable risk to controlled waters.

Reason

The drainage strategy and FRA shows that a successful scheme can be designed into this development to effectively manage and reduce flood risk, to improve water quality and improve habitat and amenity. Plans ref. 7161-03 and 7160 -03 in the FRA show Surface Water pipe runs. These are indicative plans and where feasible pipe runs should be omitted in favour of ditches and swales.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Jack Moeran

Planning Advisor

Direct dial 01491 828367

Direct e-mail planning-wallingford@environment-agency.gov.uk

cc The Barton Willmore Planning Partnership

