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1

1.1

1.2

1.21

1.2.2

1.2.3

INTRODUCTION

Background

Aspect Arboriculture has been instructed to prepare an Arboricultural Method
Statement (hereafter the AMS) to inform residential development works at land
northeast of the A4260 Oxford Road, Bodicote, Banbury. The instruction has been
received on behalf of a consortium of house builders (Barratt Homes, Bovis Homes,

and Taylor Wimpey).

Outline planning consent for development at the site has been granted subject to
conditions attached to an approved Reserved Matters Application (dated 20th
September 2013); of these conditions, one relates to arboriculture. Condition
No.12 requires the provision of an Arboricultural Method Statement to demonstrate

the protection of retained trees during site preparation and construction.
Cited under application n0.05/.1337/0OUT, condition no. 12 reads:

Prior to the commencement of any development herby approved, an Arboricultural
Method Statement (AMS), undertaken in accordance with BS5837:2012 and all
subsequent amendments and revisions shall be submitted to and approved in
writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, all works on site shall be

carried out in accordance with the approved AMS.

Scope

This AMS has been prepared in direct response to Condition no. 12. The explicit
purpose of this document therefore, is to ensure the confident protection of the
site's retained trees where there is potential for foreseeable harm, or damage to

occur during construction works.

It is our understanding that this work will be submitted to, and approved by Cherwell
District Council prior to the commencement of any development works on site.
Once approved, the works should be implemented as specified and maintained to

CDC's reasonable satisfaction untii completion of the development.

Subject to its approval, compliance with this document will be required in the

interest of the visual amenity of the area, to ensure integration of the approved

—
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1.3

1.31

1.3.2

1.3.3

development within the existing landscape and to comply with the Policy 28 of the
adopted Cherwell Local Plan.

Limitations

This work relies upon the detail of a tree survey prepared by Aspect during May
and June 2013. In the context of proposed development, the survey was informed
by BS 5837:2012 ‘Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction’. A
copy of the survey is appended to the rear of this document (refer to appendix B
and C).

This work relates to arboriculture therefore reliance should not be given to
comments made in respect of other disciplines i.e. landscape, ecology or

construction phasing, without first referencing an appropriate expert

This document has been prepared in respect of proposed development and should
not be interpreted as a report on tree health and safety. Reasonable effort has
been made to identify visible defects whilst undertaking the tree survey, however
trees are prone to natural failure without warning; no guarantee can be made as to
the absolute safety of any of the trees surveyed. Aspect’s opinion of tree condition
and structural potential is valid for limited period of 12 months from the date of
issue. Validity is assumed in the absence of inclement weather and no change to

the trees existing context.

J—
aSpeCt arboriculture 2



Longford Park, Banbury (Phase 1) September 2013
Arboricultural Method Statement 8667_ AMS.001

21

2.1.1

2.2

221

222

ESSENTIAL WORK

Tree Protection Plan

The tree protection drawing provided in appendix B will be relied upon during setting
out of the site and during construction. It should be read in conjunction with the

entirety of this document.

To fulfil the purpose of Condition 12, a scaled A1 copy of the TPP accompanied by
a copy of this document must be provided to the Site Manager in order that he or

she will be able to:

Identify the correct trees to remove (refer to section 2.2);

o Identify the correct trees to safeguard during construction (i.e. trees, groups

of trees and hedgerow not listed in 2.2);

¢ Identify the requirement for pre-construction pruning works (refer to section
2.4)

 Identify the correct locations for tree protection barriers (refer to section 2.5);

e Identify elements during construction that must have an arboricultural

watching brief (refer to sections 2.6),

e Co-ordinate attendance of the project arboriculturalist on site for site
monitoring and to provide advice in case of any emerging issue (refer to
sections 2.7 and 2.8).

Tree Removals Required to Implement the Development

It will only be necessary to clear 3.5m of Group G5 and G10 (low quality hedgerow
consisting of Ash, Sycamore, EIm and Hawthorn). Clearance is required to
accommodate a pedestrian link with the Oxford Road. This includes an allowance

for working room.

All other tree removal shown on the Oxford Road frontage has been completed
under a separate Section 278 application. No additional hedgerow removal on the

Oxford Road frontage, other than that outlined above, will be required.

/
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223
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23
2.31

2.3.2

24

2.4.1

2.4.2

Clearance within G5 will not be undertaken to the detriment of adjacent retained
sections, i.e. not by the use of an excavator. It will instead be undertaken in
accordance with BS 3998:2010 by a competent tree contractor, and timed to

coincide with pruning across the remainder of the site boundaries (refer to 2.4).

Felling works should be timed to avoid the main nesting season for birds between
1st March and 31st August 2014. If scheduled within this period an ecologist will be
present to advise on any necessary protective measures, and on hand to confirm

that tree works are not likely to cause disturbance to nesting birds.

Stump Treatment

As a precaution against damaging root networks of retained trees/hedgerow (G5,
and T5 Sycamore), the stumps arising from the cleared section G5 will be ground-
out to a depth of 100mm or as close as conditions allow using a purpose-built

machine (without incurring ground compaction).

Stumps may be ground deeper at the discretion of the contractor (the contractor is

also responsible for ensuring that there are no underground services in the area).

Access Facilitation

G10 and G14:

a. It will be necessary to reduce the crown spread of hedgerows G10 and G14
along their internal edge. This can be achieved by the use of a tractor
mounted flail as per previous management; the extent of the reduction will
be determined by the previous cut. This should result in no more than c.1.m

of leaf-bearing horizontal growth being removed;

b. The height of G10 and G14 should be flailed as per the previous cut,

resulting in a finish height of no less than 2m from ground level.
G12:

a. The internal edge of G12 will be reduced by 2.5m and should not be
undertaken by the use of a tractor mounted flail. This should be undertaken
by the shortening of secondary branches utilising hand tools -either petrol or

manually operated;

—
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b. Removal of branches at their point of origin will be avoided where
appropriate. At all times the diameter(s) of pruning cuts will be kept to the

minimum required and positioned to facilitate future regenerative growth.

2.5 Protective Barriers

251 To ensure integration of retained boundary trees, it is essential to protect their
above ground structures and underlying rooting environment from damage during
construction. The use of barriers will reasonably prevent: impact damage from

construction plant, root tearing, root and soil compaction and soil contamination.

252 The default barrier specifications for this development will consist of the default BS
5837:2012 specification adjacent to trees (shown as barrier type A below) and a
revised specification with the absence of 45°brace s for hedgerows (barrier type B

below).

253 Hedgerow barriers will be secured with the use of pinned rubber feet and a driven

100x100mm timber posts on every second panel as shown below (barrier type B).

Figure1. Protective Barriers: Tree and Hedgerow Specifications for this Development

>

The use of mixed barrier specifications has been agreed with CDC’s Arboricultural

Officer (pers.comms September 2013).

—
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2.54

2.5.5

2.5.6

2.5.7

26

Barrier positions and specifications are illustrated in appendix B.

a. Barriers adjacent to G10 and G14 will be offset from the post-flailed canopy

by 1m;

b. Barriers adjacent to G12 will be erected along a 2m offset from the post-

pruned canopy;

c. Barriers adjacent Tree nos. 10-12 and G7 to be off-set by 11m from the

offsite boundary;

d. Barriers adjacent to Tree nos. 1-5, G4 and G5 to be offset by a minimum

distance of 5m from trunks.

e. Barriers adjacent to T13 will be to be off-set by 15m from its trunk.

All barriers will be erected before any material or machinery arrives on the site,
before any stripping of soillexisting hard surfaces commences, and before

construction begins:

Once erected, the area tree-side of any barrier will be treated as sacrosanct and
shall not be disturbed unless under direct arboricultural supervision. This will be
enforced by regular checks undertaken by the project arboriculturist. Signage on
every fourth panel will be erected to prevent unauthorised alterations and siting

(refer to appendix C).

During setting out of: a) the footpath link with the Oxford Road b) internal service
roads adjacent to G10, and c) footpaths adjacent to G10, the project arboriculturalist
will revise the locations of barriers to accommodate working room.

The project arboriculturist will be responsible for the setting-out and monitoring of
protective barriers and will work to a 1:200 scale version of the Tree Protection Plan
in appendix B. The frequency of monitoring will be set at 8 week intervals for the
duration of construction; issues will be resolved on site and reported to CDC's

Arboricultural Officer.
Supervised Excavation

Refer to the west of G10 during installation of a) kerb sets, and b) footpaths to Plots
184 and 185.

—
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2.6.1 During supervised excavations within the above areas, the following procedure will

be adopted:

2.6.2 Pre-commencement

a)

The supervising arboriculturist to brief the Site Manager and excavating
team on the importance of sensitively removing the overlaying soils from
within the RPA.

Protective barriers are to be temporarily repositioned to facilitate working

room.

The supervising arboriculturist to spray-mark the extent of affected RPA on
the ground prior to the commencement of works occurring within their
footprint. The limit of any remaining RPA will be spray-marked for the benefit
of machinery operators. A photograph of the spray-marked RPA limit and

extent of affected area will be taken

2.6.3  During Excavation

a)

The breaking up and clearance of the existing soils must be undertaken

using hand-tools with arboricultural supervision.

Any machinery used to remove the broken-out surface will operate from
outside of the RPA, or as a minimum precaution, work backwards from the

exposed area of RPA.

During the works the protective bark of larger roots is not to be damaged.

Exposed roots must be covered in hessian sack or clean top soil to protect
from dehydration and temperature filux. The hessian sack is to be removed

prior to backfilling.

If necessary, roots that are less than 25mm diameter can to be pruned back,
preferably to a side branch, using sharp cutting tools i.e. bypass secateurs

or pruning saw.

—
aSpeCt arboriculture 7



Longford Park, Banbury (Phase 1) September 2013
Arboricultural Method Statement 8667  AMS.001

2.64

2.7

f)

No roots over 25mm are to be severed without approval of the LBB’s
Arboricultural Officer and the appointed onsite arboriculturist as they may be

integral to tree health and stability.

Exposed roots are to be surrounded with sharp sand. Builders' sand will not

be used because of its’ high salt content which is toxic to roots.

Any subsequent use of an excavator to complete excavations must occur
from outside of the RPA (which will be spray-marked on the ground in
advance of the works taking place). A toothless bucket will be utilised at all

times.

A record of exposed roots will be made and accompanied by a photographic

log.

Should any issues be raised during supervision then the arboriculturist
should inform the developer immediately, indicating the nature of the

problem and recommendations for action required.

Post-excavation

a)

Roots will not be left exposed; backfilling will take place in layers and not

include building debris or materials that may become injurious to tree roots.

Areas adjacent to roots that are to be filled with concrete will be lined with an
impermeable membrane to prevent concrete leachate coming into contact

with tree roots.

Tree protection barriers are to be reinstated or repositioned on completion -
whichever is within the interest of protecting RPAs. This is to be determined

by the supervising arboriculturist.

Written confirmation of the works being undertaken to a satisfactory
standard will be provided to the Site Manager and Arboricultural Officer by

the supervising arboriculturist.

Proposed Order of Works

—
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2.8

a)

Marking up of G5 section to be removed and subsequent clearance; flail and
pruning works to G10, G12 and G14; all onsite tree works and removals

should be undertaken prior to the erection of tree protection barriers.

All tree protection barriers must be erected prior to the arrival of
demolition/construction plant, machinery and materials on site. Barrier
positions to be set-out by an appointed arboriculturist and as detailed within

this document.

All tree protection barriers to be monitored on an 8 week cycle once

construction works commence on site.

Site Manager to arrange attendance by project arboriculturist during:
installation of a) kerb sets, and b) footpaths to Plots 184 and 185 adjacent to
G10.

Project arboriculturalist to report to CDC's Arboricultural Officer on the

outcome of works overseen within RPAs and inspection of barriers

Site Manager’s point of contact for arboricultural input:
Dr Richard Curtis or Mr James Bardey (Aspect Arboriculture)

Telephone: 01295 276066

Email: Richard.curtis@aspect-arbor.com  james.bardey@aspect-arbor.com

—
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3 CONCLUSIONS
3.0.1 This document has been prepared in direct response to Condition 12 of an Outline

3.0.2

3.0.3

3.04

Consent for development granted under application no.05/.1337/OUT. It has been
informed by guidance provided in BS5837:2012, including an arboricultural survey
and procedures to ensure the integration of the proposed development within the

existing landscape.

Pursuant to Condition 12, this document and its supporting work identifies all
necessary tree removals, pruning and areas of the development that must be

managed to facilitate in confident tree retention.

To avoid damage to retained trees a project arboriculturist must be present on site
during the setting-out of barriers and during works occurring within RPAs to ensure

confident tree retention. These areas are illustrated in appendix B.

To demonstrate accordance with this document (and Condition 12), the procedures
within this document must be enforced through the use of an agreed monitoring
schedule relating to static tree protection measures, and an email procedure for

recording and reporting on activities that require arboricultural supervision.

—
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APPENDIX A

TREE SURVEY SCHEDULE (8667 TS 01)

—
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APPENDIX C

TREE PROTECTION BARRIER SPECIFICATION (BS 5837:2012)

—
aSpeCt arboriculture
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IR of secondary branches. [/ ] category ‘U Trees
Category 'A' RPA
— @ Category 'B' RPA
da Tree protection barriers to be setback 1m from post-flailed Calegory 'C’ RPA
canopy.
Py E Trees to be Removed

E Default Tree Protection Fencing
Secondary Trae Protection Fencing
E Manual Excavation
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\ b Intemal edge of G14tobe -
. reduced back c.1m by flailing. *
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., Hedgerow protection barriers to be setback 1m from post-flailed .«
canopy ( (Barrier type B consisting of 3450x2045mm heras N

il ~panels fixed to 100 x 100mm timber posts for full height. Every
. second post to consist of scaffold tubing with pinned rubber
R anchors).
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< removed to facilitate construction .
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2., Default BS 5837:2012 barriers.
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E Site Boundary
-.1 Tree Numbers
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- | Category ‘U Trees
Category 'A' RPA
[O7] category & RPA
Category 'C' RPA
Eﬂ Trees to be Removed
E Tree Proteclion Fencing
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aa C.3m section of G10 to be removed to
facilitate construction of proposed pedestrian
link.

—

aa Tree protection barriers to be setback 1m from post-flailed canopy (Barrier type
of 3450x2045mm heras panels fixed to 100 x 100mm timber posts for full heigl
second post to consist of scaffold tubing with pinned rubber anchors).

—
&2 all proposed foundations and back of proposed kerbs west of G10 be excavated
by hand under arboricultural supervision.

A= G1-G3 and G (partial) are already removed under

3. Default BS 5837:2012 barriers.
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APPENDIX B

TREE PROTECTION PLAN (8667 TPP Rev H)
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West Court

Hardwick Business Park
Noral Way

Banbury

Oxfordshire OX16 2AF

01295 276066
01295 265072
info@aspect-arbor.com
www.aspect-arbor.com




