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FAO Rebecca Horley

13/00001/SCOP

LAND BETWEEN BIRMINGHAM LONDON ROAD RAIL LINE AND GAVRAY DRIVE, BICESTER

SCOPING OPINION, RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 500 DWELLINGS

DAVID LOCKE ASSOCIATES

	E459560
	N222455


Rebecca

Network Rail has the following comments on the scoping opinion for the above which is an updated response to our holding response of the 28th April 2013.

(1) There is a railway under bridge which passes over Langford brook. This bridge is solely for the brook and the plans should take into account measures to prevent members of the public using this as a short cut under the railway. We would request that the council / developer contact our Liabilities Team on this issue. The council would need to confirm legal footpath use under the bridge. Contact Don.Hughes@networkrail.co.uk
(2) The area proposed for development bordered in red does not seem to give any indication of the new Chord line proposed as part of the Chilterns Bicester to Oxford enhancement of the Oxford Branch (Oxford-Bletchley) line and connection into the Neasden South Junction – Aynho Junction via Bicester North line.  This will occupy much of the western end of the development site.  This proposed development is on the site of the chord line which will join the new East West Rail route to the Mainline. Cherwell’s online planning portal has only a few details about the proposal including the information submitted on the CD. The only mention of the rail interface is in the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

It is likely that the TWA will be granted shortly and it is likely that works will commence on site within the next few months.

There is a potential clash with the Bicester- Oxford and East-West Rail and the proposal. Network Rail would require further discussion and assessment with the council and the developer before the council make a decision on this proposal.

The Cherwell Local Plan states that:

“D.23 Strategic Housing and Employment Allocation: Gavray Drive”, so the council are obviously seeking development on the site, however, the Local Plan also states, “C.15 Following the analysis from the Bicester Masterplan we are looking to meet the transport needs of the town by:

Improving the linkages between Bicester Business Park, Bicester Village, Graven Hill, the town centre and improved railway station for the Town to take advantage of Evergreen 3 and the improvements to the East-West rail service.”

The Local Plan is supportive of the improving linkages and the development at Gavray Drive, yet development at Gavray Drive would impact upon the new Chord line and its connection to the East-West Rail route.

(3) The proposal is for 500 dwellings adjacent to the railway and proposed new rail routes. Has the developer and the planning authority considered the fact that the house will be built next to an operational railway line, where rail traffic will only increase and has consideration been given to ensuring suitable noise and vibration conditions are included in the planning consent to mitigate noise and vibration from the railway to prevent environmental health issues in the future? As the developer has chosen to use a site that is adjacent to the operational railway they must take into account in any planning application mitigation measures on noise and vibration.

(4) We request that the developer leave a 5m strip clear of development (including gardens), along the toe of the earthwork to the railway boundary so that Network Rail can gain access to maintain fencing and drainage. We would object to any planning application that did not include this 5m clear strip. Any development of this scale adjacent to the operational railway should be flagged up to the Network Rail Asset Protection team before any submission of a planning application to discus the issues that the site presents. Email: AssetProtectionLNWSouth@networkrail.co.uk Network Rail is required to recover all costs incurred in facilitating this proposal – a BAPA may be required for works on site.

If you require any further information please contact me, details below.
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Regards
 

Diane Clarke 
Town Planning Technician LNW
Network Rail 
Town Planning Team LNW

