From: Postlethwaite, Sarah - E&E Infrastructure Planning [mailto:Sarah.Postlethwaite@Oxfordshire.gov.uk] 
Sent: 11 April 2013 18:25
To: Rebecca Horley
Cc: Charlotte Watkins
Subject: RE: Land between Birmingham London Rail Line and Gavray Drive, Bicester
Hi Rebecca

If it helps, here is the reasoning behind what I didn’t consider necessary to be included in the EIA:

         Water voles & otters: unless new records nearby are thrown up by the records search which should be carried out as part of the EIA, previous surveys have found no evidence of use by these species, further surveys are not necessary. But, not much survey effort is required to undertake this (1/2 a day when already on site), so if it makes things easier this is not one to argue about undertaking again. 

         Breeding birds: as the site usage has not changed the assemblages of birds using the site are also unlikely to have changed significantly since the previous surveys were carried out. But for the sake of making things easier, again this is probably not worth arguing over as not a lot of additional survey effort if people already on site doing other surveys. 

         Amphibians other than great crested newts: any other species found should be recorded as part of the GCN surveys anyway, this is standard practice, and they should be re-located along with any GCN as part of the mitigation strategy. But knowing the numbers of frogs, toads, smooth and palmate newts is not necessary – it won’t lead to any extra protection for the site or change the mitigation required. 

         Butterflies: there may be potential to designate the site a SSSI on the basis of the hairstreak butterflies, but this would depend on whether the populations present on site are among the strongest in the County. I don’t have this type of information and it would be for Butterfly Conservation to comment on. 

         Invertebrates other than butterflies: 

Part of the application site is a designated Local Wildlife Site and the EIA needs to consider the impact of the loss of a significant proportion of this biodiversity resource and whether the proposed mitigation can adequately compensate for this. Under the NPPF, there should be no net loss of biodiversity (and previous applications have failed to demonstrate this will be the case, in my opinion). Unless there is a high likelihood of finding enough rare invertebrates to designate the site a SSSI on this basis (which is highly unlikely given the nature of the habitats present), knowing more about the invertebrate assemblages present won’t give the site any additional protection other than what it should already have under the planning system as a Local Wildlife Site. We are already aware that the site contains at least one nationally scarce species of beetle and it is likely that some others will be present, but this alone is not enough to change anything. 

(For the reasons behind what I did ask for, see my email of the 26th October 2012).

Regards,

Sarah

Sarah Postlethwaite MIEEM
Protected Species Officer
Tel: 01865 328288
Mobile: 0776 854 8163
From: Rebecca Horley [mailto:Rebecca.Horley@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 10 April 2013 15:51
To: Charlotte Frizzell; Charlotte Watkins; Postlethwaite, Sarah - E&E Infrastructure Planning; Beccy Micklem
Subject: FW: Land between Birmingham London Rail Line and Gavray Drive, Bicester

All
 

Thank you for your comments on this scoping opinion application 13/00001/SCOP.
 

Please find attached letter I have recently received from Dominic Woodfield and I wondered if you could assist me in determining whether or not what Dominic is asking for (particularly on the ecology side) as part of the EIA is reasonable and would properly serve the purposes of this scoping opinion for a revised EIA.  He seems to be asking for information which goes beyond what you, as statutory consultees, are asking for but the decision on what the developers should be providing rests with this Authority.  As experts in this feild, I would appreciate your input/s in order to assist in my making this decision. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you as soon as you are able.
 

Kind regards 
Rebecca Horley BSc (Hons) MRTPI 
Senior Planning Officer 
Public Protection & Development Management 
Cherwell District Council 
Ext 1837 
Direct Dial 01295 221837 
mailto: rebecca.horley@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
www.cherwell.gov.uk 

 



From: Dominic Woodfield - 
Sent: 28 March 2013 13:16
To: Rebecca Horley
Cc: Louise Wright; Planning
Subject: RE: Land between Birmingham London Rail Line and Gavray Drive, Bicester
Dear Rebecca

Please find attached my response to the scoping consultation.

Best regards

Dominic Woodfield MIEEM CEnv
Director



