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Arboricultural Comments (Development applications):
Date:




08/01/2013
Comments by:

J. Brewin (Arboricultural Officer – South)
Comments to:



R. Morgan (Planning Officer)
CDC Reference:


12/01651/F

Site Address:
 EP Barrus Ltd, Granville Way, Bicester
Applicant / Agent (highlight one):
EP Barrus Ltd
Applicants name/address (if different):
As above.

Statutory Protection:


 No
T.E.M.P.O guidance notes completed:
 No

Date of site visit:


Not taken.
Trees / Proposal (brief description):
The extension and reconfiguration of the existing car park to form an additional 66 parking spaces with associated hard and soft landscaping
Significant comments:

Generally, there are no arboricultural objectives to this proposal as it is clear from the design that the retention and protection of the valued tree screen is an acknowledged and considered priority. The removal of the identified trees within the Landscape Statement will have no significant aesthetic impact on the local street scene and the proposal aims to mitigate the losses through replacement planting although I would consider the quantities indicated for planting may be increased within the existing group and in particular on the square open space area to the north-east.

The overall landscaping scheme lacks any hedgerow planting which should be encouraged in order to a) provide continuity with the adjacent British Bakel site, b) provide an increased level of screening and c) encourage and increase wildlife habitat. A new hedgerow of mixed species managed to an approximate height of 1.5 – 2.0m should be considered.
Overall the site appears to be of a level nature however no details have been provide regarding any amendments or alterations in levels around or in close proximity to the retained trees. 

Recommendations:
No arboricultural objections (subject to conditions)
The provision of an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS):

That prior to commencement of any development on the site, notwithstanding the details submitted, an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS), undertaken in accordance with BS5837 (please specify appropriate section if required) shall be submitted and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. All works then to be undertaken in accordance with the agreed document.

Reason - To ensure that no proposed operations impair the health of any retained trees in the interests of the visual amenity of the area, and to comply with Policy C4 of the South east Plan 2009 and Policy C28 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan.
Arboricultural site supervision (RC73)

No works or development shall take place until a scheme of supervision for the arboricultural protection measures has been approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority (LPA). This scheme will be appropriate to the scale and duration of the works and, where relevant, must include details of:
a)
the project arboriculturalist employed to undertake supervisory role of relevant arboricultural issues. Applicant / Agent to provide written confirmation and contact details of chosen individual or company.
b) the relevant persons / contractors to be briefed by project arboriculturist on all on-site tree related matters. 
c)   
the timing and methodology of scheduled site monitoring visits to be undertaken by the project arboriculturalist. 
d)  
the procedures for notifying and communicating with the LPA when dealing with unforeseen variations to agreed tree works and arboricultural incidents.
Reason - To ensure that no proposed operations impair the health of any retained trees in the interests of the visual amenity of the area, to ensure the integration of the development in to the existing landscape and to comply with Policies G2 and EN1 of the Oxfordshire Local Structure Plan 2016 and Policy C28 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan.

Submit Landscaping Scheme (RC10)

That no development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority a scheme for landscaping the site which shall include:-

(a) 
details of the proposed tree and shrub planting including their species, number, sizes and positions, together with grass seeded/turfed areas.
(b) 
details of the existing trees and hedgerows to be retained, including existing and proposed soil levels at the base of each tree/hedgerow and the minimum distance between the base of the tree and the nearest edge of any excavation,

(c)
details of the hard surface areas including pavements, pedestrian areas, ‘reduced-dig’ areas, crossing points and steps etc.


Reason - In the interests of the visual amenities of the area, to ensure the creation of a pleasant environment for the development and to comply with Policies G2 and EN1 of the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 and Policy C28 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan.

Planting Pits (Soft Landscaped Areas):



That prior to commencement of any development on the site, notwithstanding the details submitted, full details, specifications and construction methods for all tree pits located within soft landscaped areas, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Details must also include specifications for the dimensions of the pit, suitable irrigation and support systems and an appropriate method of mulching. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the details so approved.

Key: TPO – Tree Preservation Order, CA – Conservation Area, TEMPO – Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders (guidance only)
        TPP – Tree Protection Plan, AIA – Arboricultural Impact Assessment, AMS – Arboricultural Method Statement


        RPA – Root Protection Area, CEZ – Construction Exclusion Zones.   
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