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Caroline

Did the issues with the hedgerow we discussed become clearer? The landscape plans suggest the Northern hedgerow is very constrained - I found it hard to tell if there is any buffer proposed between that and fencelines/gardens. In order to retain some wildife value it should preferably have a buffer of 3m before garden turf begins. Having gardens backing onto the hedge will leave maintenance to the residents and is unlikely to be beneficial as any sort of wildlife corridor if it is too squeezed. 

All hedgerows on site should be of native species preferably mixed species in this rural context to maximise wildilfe benefits. 

There is nothing included within the landscaping plans or statement regarding biodiversity. On a development of this size the opportunities for biodiversity enhancements should be fully explored. Under the NPPF guidance we should be looking for a net gain for biodviersity within such developments where possible. 

Although I realise it may be to follow there is no mention of biodiversity as far as I could find. I would expect a plan to be submitted outlining suitable locations for bat/bird boxes on trees and within the built environment of the development - in particular the inclusion of swift bricks or house sparrow terraces within the fabric of the buildings would be beneficial in this location given nearby records. Other information I would expect should include management of green spaces for the benefit of biodiversity as well as residents, for example areas of grass containing wildlfower mixes and areas left longer to encourage invertebrates - it is disappointing to see a blanket prescription for amenity turf in all grassed areas. Inclusion of small ponds or swales would also add a great deal of benefit.

I believe the landscape officer has already commented at length on planting choices. 

Please get back to me if you wish to discuss any of this further

Regards

Charlotte

Dr Charlotte Watkins

Ecology Officer

