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Five pubs close cvery day 08/09/2008 07:44:00

Puhs are now ¢loaing at the rate of flve a dny - up 33% on lusl
yent as the credit erench und dovernment enforced duty rises
take Ity 1lf on the Industry

Novw figures for tie Biliish Beer and Pub Assoclation (BBPA)
by consultants CGA, reveal that 36 pubs p week are now
tlosing,

[t year's figures showed 27 u wweek were closing - a total of
1,409 elosed durlng the yeir

Ttulss are now clasing nine thnes fster than in 2006 and 18
timus fuster than in 2005,

I A chief executive Rob Flavward said; "Those numbors are e
stark illustention of the pressures on the pub sector.

"liconomie stresses and stralng aro being felt by every ouselinld
acroys the country and asutely by Britaii's pabltle houses.

“Sliding consumer confidenee and spiralling inflation are hitting
piibis in Lo ways. Not only ate the costs of rasining a pub
inereasing. hut tower peole through the door means bess cash in

the tills.

TDespite this, the Government seems intent on Incrensing the
burdein on pubs, [15 eurremt proposals to targat puby with a raft of
new red lapé sueh as statutory codes of conduct and ratchet up
tuxes with its begr duty esealator will only make marters worse.

"Such policles will only drive up costs for pubs-and prices tor
punters. Govenment needs W wake up o what's happening in
the real world of the pub.”

On-trade heee soles are now ot their lowest lovel since the Great
(epression of the 1930s and industry experts have predicicd tle
offunde will he the biggest retaller of beer within 12 months s
supeniarkels santinue (o heavily discount aleohol,

Uayward added: “Thensands of much loved comuiumity pubs
ane wneder threas, They tre nt the hemt of every comnwiity and n
major tourlst drusy for Britain, Withow o change of heart from
(he Cioyernment, many more ane facing ¢losure,
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‘With so many pubs In perl, the Covemment's theeat of linher
stealth taxes on héer caanod go unariswvered. And svigh ftrad end
luel prices rocketlny, this is a terible tine (o ke hining pubgoers
with more laxes,
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