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	Cherwell District Council

Planning Policy

Bodicote House White Post Road

Bodicote

Banbury

OX15 4AA


	Our ref:
WA/2012/111845/01-L01

Your ref:
12/00056/DISC

Date:

16 April 2012




Dear Mr Dean

OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR NEW SETTLEMENT OF 1075 DWELLINGS, TOGETHER WITH ASSOCIATED WORKS AND FACILITIES INCLUDING EMPLOYMENT USES, COMMUNITY USES, SCHOOL, PLAYING FIELDS AND OTHER PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL INFRASRUCTURE. DISCHARGE OF CONDITION 35.   HEYFORD PARK, CAMP ROAD, UPPER HEYFORD      

Thank you for your consultation, which we received on 27 March 2012.

We have previously reviewed the Vertase FLI, POL System – Clean and Make Safe De-Commissioning Method Statement dated August 2011 but we have not seen the Contract Completion Report.  
 
The conditions for this site are complex, because there is no development on the airfield which is an ‘conservation area of historic interest’. The POL pipe-work and tanks were filled with water to make them safe and our concern was that over time the metal would rust and the contaminated water would discharge into the Principal Aquifer that underlies this site. There was also the potential for the POL system to have leaked fuel into soils during operational activities and we therefore asked for groundwater quality samples to be taken around the perimeter of the site. 
 
These results have revealed that the groundwater is contaminated with fuel in the location of POL 21a, b and c. We therefore need further site investigation work in this area to identify the source and to delineate the plume. If the contamination is situated under the base of POL 21 a, b or c the tanks will need to be removed and replaced. 
We are unable to recommend discharge of condition 35.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Cathy Harrison

Planning Liaison Officer

Direct dial 01491 828515

Direct e-mail planning-wallingford@environment-agency.gov.uk

Environment Agency
Red Kite House Howbery Park, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8BD.

Customer services line: 03708 506 506

www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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