______________________________________________ 

From: 
Sarah Postlethwaite  

Sent:
18 April 2012 15:10

To:
; Rebecca Horley

Cc:
Tim Screen; 'Euesden, Olivia (NE)'; 'Neil Clennell'; 'David Redhead'; 

Subject:
Gavray Drive ECMS 

Hi Rob,

Below are some general points that need resolving with regards to the ECMS before we can consider discharging Condition 12 of 10/01667/OUT. 

1. We are aware that there are a number of changes that need to be made to your great crested newt mitigation strategy before you will be able to obtain a licence. We are also aware that you need to have the ECMS discharged before you can apply for a licence for this site in future. Since the changes that will need to be made will affect the content of the ECMS (and possibly also the Masterplan if the layout needs altering) we need to see some evidence that your newt mitigation strategy goes someway towards what would be acceptable to Natural England. If the content of the ECMS does not reflect what is in your approved gcn licence method statement then the document is not entirely 'fit for purpose', which goes against the intention of Condition 12. Planning-wise, there may be a way to work around this Catch-22 situation, further discussion will be required to resolve this issue. 

2. Again with regard to newts, if the only way to obtain a licence for the site involves transferring all captured newts to the part of the site east of the ring road, we would have no objection to that. Even though development on land that side of the road is planned for some point in the future, we would negotiate to ensure that a wildlife corridor along the railway line is maintained to enable to the newt population to remain viable. Of course, we would need details on how the habitat in that area would be improved for newts and the site secured in the long-term. 

3. There are a number of inconsistencies between the various plans showing what hedgerows will be retained. This needs amending to reflect the comments you have made to Butterfly Conservation about the changes following their latest survey and to ensure all plans are consistant. 

4. Consideration should still be given to amending the layout in order that the most ecologically-valuable areas can be reatined (in particular field 7). 

5. The layout needs to reflect the fact that the hedgerows will need to be managed appropriately by Cherwell DC. In order to do this, sufficient access for machinery will be required alongside all hedgerows. The currently proposed 1m buffer is not sufficient for this purpose. 

This is a list of the points we would like to see covered in the ECMS:

Background context (inlcuding marsh fritillary legal obligation)

Summary of ecological issues  - key habitats and species affected 

Map of ecological constraints and enhancements

Mitigation strategy - protection of retained habitat (including type of fencing, distances & map showing these features)



   - newt translocation methodology, fencing & tunnels



   - reptile translocation methodology, fencing 



  - bat mitigation measures



  - nesting bird mitigation measures 

Habitat creation - newt mitigation area - pond creation, planting scheme & enhancement, grassland management, refugia creation, 



- reptile mitigation area - grassland management & enhancement, refugia creation



- public open areas - tree/hedgerow species to be planted, map showing all new planting, protection & contingency measures





    - grassland creation and establishment, protection & contingency measures, seed mixtures to be sown (% of each 



       species in mixture to be specified)





    - management of existing ponds within these areas but outside reptile/newt mitigation area



- type, location & approximate number of bird and bat boxes to be erected (the currently proposed 3 of each type on each suitable mature 

   tree seems excessive)

Habitat management - management aims/targets for each habitat type/area



      - summary of all the management of all ecological features that needs to take place in the 5 years following development, including 

         monitoring, mowing, hedge trimming, removing of tree guards, pond management etc (in a table will be fine) 



      - dates when these actions are to be undertaken & how often (also included within the table)

Proposed timetable of all works (GANT chart summarising likely/suitable timings)  - this needs to be linked in with the likely phasing of works 

The level of detail required needs to be sufficient to ensure the ECW can do their job with no confusion about what exactly needs to be carried out, where and when, and so that there can be no confusion about what materials / plants / seed mixes will need to be ordered. Maps need to be of a scale sufficient to show all details, such as the locations of new refugia and tunnels, and be consistent with those in other documents. The current ECMS document & appendices (to be renamed) should be referred to where necessary. The Atkins document I provided you with at our recent meeting is a good guide to the level of detail we expect. 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information/clarification or to arrange a meeting to discuss any of these issues. However, I have already spent a disproportionate amount of my time on this application, as have all the other consultees involved. But we have been willing to do so in order that our aims of protecting the biodiversity value of this site do not get sidelined and lost within this behemoth of a planning application. What we are asking for is no more than the level of information that would be expected to be provided by any reputable ecological consultancy and as such I am still perplexed as to why EDP find this standard level of practice so difficult to achieve. Conducting full surveys of all affected ecological receptors (and within the correct time periods) from the start, and a clear and concise EIA report and mitigation strategy based on these findings, would have made this process much easier for everyone involved.  

Regards,

Sarah

Sarah Postlethwaite BSc MSc MIEEM

Ecology Officer

Cherwell District Council

01295 227912

