	APPLICATION NO:

	11/00284/DISC

	ADDRESS:

	Heyford Park


	PROPOSAL:

	Information Boards
Discharge of condition 31 of 08/00716/OUT



	ADVICE SOUGHT:

	

	URBAN DESIGN AND /OR CONSERVATION COMMENT:

	Condition 31 of the approval of 08/00716/OUT requires that, within 6 months of the approval, details of the following shall be submitted and approved by the LPA:
· Size and location of 8 boards

· Details of information included

· Location of 2 vantage points

· Programmed for implementation

· Be available for use by the public thereafter.

Nearly 2 years have elapsed and  for various reasons little progress has been made. 

· The size and the location of the information boards seems appropriate.  However, I note that board 1 is off the Upper Heyford Trail and at present one needs to gain access through a checkpoint.  We will need confirmation that the route of the Trail will be revised to make this accessible 24/7 and not only to those people on the guided tours.  Although SAM consent will not be required from EH unless the boards are fixed to the protected structures, it would be worth checking with EH that they do not consider the proposed board to harm the setting of the SAM.

· I have experience of this type of board fading badly and suffering water ingress.  It would be worth checking with Nicola Riley whether a more robust product is available.
· Few details of the information to be included on each board have been submitted, save for the subject matter.  

· The location of the two vantage points is given, as I believe were agreed during the appeal.  However there is no information as to the construction of the vantage point.  Various measures of facilitating a raised view point were discussed at the Inquiry but it is not clear what, if anything, is proposed here.  From the western vantage point, the shoulder of the valley side may prevent views along the expanse of the runway from normal viewing height.

I see no reference to an implementation programme and atimescale within whch this route will be open to the public as it requires relocation of the perimeter fence in two places.  This is a vital oversight.

	RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS, IF ANY:

	

	CONCLUSION:

	Further information is required as above to enable this condition to be discharged


	OFFICER AND DATE:

	Linda Rand
Design and Conservation Team Leader
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