	APPLICATION NO:

	11/00282/DISC

	ADDRESS:

	Aves Ditch and Portway, RAF Upper heyford


	PROPOSAL:

	Surfacing routes


	ADVICE SOUGHT:



	URBAN DESIGN AND /OR CONSERVATION COMMENT:

	To discharge condition 30 of 08/00716/OUT
· Details of the surface treatment are required to be submitted to and approved by the LPA within 3 months of the approval and

· Approved details shall be implemented within 18 months to enable the routes to be open to the public.

The appeal decision dates from January 2010 an in that time progress with complying with the obligations and conditions has been slow.  The timescale anticipated above of having the routes open to the public has passed.  

I have the following comments:
· The proposed materials appear acceptable in terms of appearance.  I question how robust they will be over time of they are to be used by wheelchairs, pushchairs and cycles. 

· There is no plan indicating the extent of the area to be so surfaced.  To the best of my knowledge the perimeter track (substitute Aves Ditch route) is ash and clinker and Port Way is unsurfaced green lane. Where then will this surfacing start and finish?  

· Portway is a bridle way and I question the suitability of gravel for this purpose.

· Since the anticipated timescale of getting these routes open to the public has passed, I wonder whether once these details are agreed and the condition discharged, the routes could be opened immediately?  To achieve this of course, the perimeter fence would have to be relocated and so negotiations on this should commence immediately.



	RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS, IF ANY:

	

	CONCLUSION:

	Further information is required before this condition can be discharged.


	OFFICER AND DATE:

	Linda Rand
Design and Coservation Team Leader
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