PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (10/01780/HYBRID)

"Simon Pratt" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 07/02/2011 15:29:14 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 10/01780/HYBRID

Address:

Bicester Eco Town Exemplar Site

Caversfield

Oxfordshire

Proposal:

Development of Exemplar phase of NW Bicester Eco Town to secure full planning permission for 394 residential units and an energy centre (up to 400 square metres), means of access, car parking, landscape, amenity space and service infrastructure and outline permission for a nursery of up to 350 square metres (use class D2), a community centre of up to 350 square metres (sui generis), 3 retail units of up to 770 square metres (including but not exclusively a convenience store, a post office and a pharmacy (use class A1)), an Eco-Business Centre of up to 1,800 square metres (use class B1), office accommodation of up to 1,100 square metres (use class B1), an Eco-Pub of up to 190 square metres (use class A4), and a primary school site measuring up to 1.34 hectares with access and layout to be determined.  

Case Officer:

Jenny Barker

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Simon Pratt

Address:

Old Music Hall

106-108 Cowley Road

Oxford

OX4 1JE

Customer wishes to comment on the Planning Application.

Comments:

Transport Assessment

1. Figure 3.2 is inadequate, as it does not show a break in the Banbury Road cycle path at the Bure Farm pub, Barberry Place.

2. The list of schemes in the draft LTP3 is not very useful on its own; a plan showing locations would help. There is no guarantee that any of these schemes will happen in the near future - which are most important for the proposed development?

3. We welcome the proposed toucan crossings of Banbury Road and the ring road. The ring road toucan involves a diversion of approx. 70 metres from the straight line; this should be a maximum 20 metres. Can the toucan be moved nearer to the roundabout?

4. Figure 5.2 - what about the town centre and other destinations? The proposed Banbury Road improvement is good, but it stops at one of the busiest junctions in the town, a five-way roundabout.

5. It is unclear what is actually proposed on Banbury Road - shared path or cycle lanes?

6. More analysis of routes to schools is needed - theoretical accessibility is all very well, but what actual routes can pupils cycle? 

Travel Plan

1. There does not appear to be any reference to the 60% of journeys by non-car modes ET 11.2 target.

2. Why not start with a target of 50% in 2016 and aim for 55% in 2026?

3. Discrepancy between figures 5.2 (Transport Assessment) and 5.5 (Travel Plan) - Banbury Road not included in the latter

4. Table 4.1 gives 30% of journeys to school by car, but target T3 states 20% - why the difference?

5. We welcome the emphasis on personalised travel planning but would suggest that the reduction in modal share of 3 to 6% is unduly pessimistic. Sustrans' work with Socialdata on TravelSmart showed a reduction of 14% in car-as-driver trips in Lancaster and Morecambe. This translates into a reduction of 8% in mode share of car journeys (driver and passenger). For more information go to http://www.sustrans.org.uk/what-we-do/travelsmart
6. We would question trying to attract active cyclists to the development - most people can cycle, but clearly the majority do not for everyday journeys. We recommend a more pro-active approach, offering cycle training and organising bike buddies for those that want it.

7. We are pleased to see this reference at 5.3.4: "Best practice in cycle promotion through cycle to work schemes, cycle to school schemes, Bikeability programme, taking advantage of all the best practice learnt by Sustrans and the Cycling Demo Towns." 

Sustrans will be pleased to advise as appropriate.

PublicAccess for Planning.  (c) CAPS Solutions Ltd.
