

From: Paul Hunt 
Sent: 19 January 2011 16:21
To: Andrew Lewis
Cc: Macnamara James; Fletcher Colin; Hubbard Julian
Subject: Heyford Park Development and Heyford Park Chapel
Dear Andrew, 

I am the Team Rector for Cherwell Valley Benefice which includes the parish of Upper Heyford and the the airbase known as Heyford Park.

For the last eight years the Church of England has provided a minister to serve the community of Heyford Park and the North Oxford Consortium and latterly the Dorchester Group has granted us the use the Chapel (Building 572) as a centre for our work in the community.

The Minister, while being funded by the Oxford Diocese, has provided ecumenical worship and support for the people on the base and in the time it has been established the church has grown in size to number 80 regular worshippers and 150 occasional worshippers.  In addition to regular worship the Chapel has been used for Funerals Baptisms and Marriages but more importantly it has  hosted community events and provided  social and pastoral support for the community particularly in the difficult times when the development plans have changed. 

The Chapel has been key in providing activities for the children and it has also funded a youth worker to support the teenagers in the area.  The church has been involved in and supported  the Eve Project, whose work in supporting  the women and the families of the community has  been nationally recognised.

The Church has been a powerful influence in building and maintaining the community at Heyford Park and it has an established place in the heats of the residents. Previous experience with developments such as Bure Park in Bicester  shows that the Church can play a major part in the development of new communities and it can ensure that they become  a desirable and welcoming place of residence and strong safe community.  If the Church is to support in this way it is essential that it  has a secure base, a place for  worship and gathering. The present Chapel has already established itself in the community and serves the purposes well however,  there are aspects of the building that need attention and repair.

We request that the significant and well established place Heyford Park Chapel holds in the community, and its potential for building and supporting the new development is recognised and its future is secured as the place of worship in the community  by  treating the Chapel (Building 572) in the same way as the Community Centre and  including its refurbishment and transfer to the Diocese of Oxford as part of the 106 agreement.

Yours sincerely 

Rev Paul Hunt

Team Rector Cherwell Valley Benefice
44 Forge Place, Fritwell, Bicester 
Oxon OX27 7QQ

 


For the record the following is a list of weekly activities and events held in the chapel.

Heyford Ark (toddler group) Wednesday 10am
Kidz church (5-10 years) Friday 4:30pm
Frenzy (10 –12 years) Friday 6:45pm 
Manna Project (13 – 17 years)
Pub Church (18 to 25 year olds) 
Unity Church (Adults) Thursday 8pm
Pastoral Clusters (Adults)
Contemporary worship (All ages) Sunday 11am
Bible Study group (Adults) Monday 7pm
Men’s Breakfast (Adults) Saturday 7am
Lighthouse community café (All ages) Wednesday 12:00noon
Manna Bus project (bus stop food programme)
Eve Well Women’s Project (Community Centre)
