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The comments of Linda Rand on conservation issues have been made available on the web site and raise some important issues.

1. The absence of adequate information in the application to assess the impact on what is said to be a ‘sensitive area’.  In fact it is the best preserved Cold War landscape in the UK which should be protected by the Conservation Area designation and subsequent decisions by CDC. Whilst the outline application has insufficient detail, it is also clear that fundamental conservation principles would not be achieved if the suggestions being made by the conservation officer were followed.

2. As the applicant makes clear, conservation principles should be applied as if it was a World Heritage Site as it stands nominated for designation.  This is not mentioned in the conservation officer’s report and adds to the protection which should in any event be afforded the Cold War landscape.  The new housing to the north of Camp Road should be resisted as should any thoughts of diverting the road northwards.  In fact concentrating the new housing to the south would overcome any concern about the effect of Camp Road severing the new settlement.

3. We note the officer’s comment that “10 The Development Uses parameters plan continues to show building 315, not 103 for heritage use and no pavilion is shown.”  Is it possible, despite all the discussions about the heritage proposals at the public inquiry, at which the Council’s scoping opinion notes OTCH played a prominent part, that CDC has come to some agreement with the applicants  about changing these proposals without involving OTCH?

We look forward to hearing from you (and the applicants).

Yours sincerely

Daniel Scharf for the Oxford Trust for Contemporary History
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