 SUSTAINABILITY AUDIT 
LAND AT COLLEGE FIELDS, BANBURY 
	GENERAL CRITERIA


	SPECIFIC CRITERIA
	COMMENT

	1.  Availability of Previously Developed Sites.


	Avoid high quality agricultural land

Avoid severance of farm

structure

Use of underused/derelict/

vacant land/buildings


	Proposed development areas consist of Grades 3A and 3B quality land.

Farm severance not considered to be an issue in the development of the site.

There is no under-used, vacant or derelict land within the site.



	2.  Location and Accessibility 
a.   Proximity to jobs, schools, shops, community facilities.


	1.  Distance to :-

           -  employment area

    -  shops

    -  education

          -  community facilities
	Town Centre

Southam Road

Hospital

Grimsbury

Tramway Estate

Cherwell DC

Sainsburys

Morrisons

Co-op (Chatsworth Drive)

Timms Road

PFS Oxford Road

Bishop Loveday PS

Grange PS/St Johns PS

Banbury School

Blessed George Napier

Rugby Club/Fitness Centre

Bodicote Community Hall

Hightown Surgery

Dentist Chatsworth Drive


	Southern Site

3.3km

4.1km

2.3km

5.0km

3.0km

1.0km

1.8km

2.8km

1.7km

1.6km

0.8km

1.0km

1.50km/1.50km

2.3km

2.3km

Adjacent

1.0km

2.1km

1.7km
	Northern Site

1.9km

3.5km

1.8km

3.1km

1.1km

1.7km

1.4km

1.1km

0.68km

1.4km

1.2km

1.5km

0.90km/0.9km

2.2km

2.2km

1.8km

1.5km

1.6km

0.68km
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	SPECIFIC CRITERIA
	COMMENT

	b.  Transport Availability
(other than private car).
3.  Capacity of Existing
and Potential

Infrastructure

a.  Water

b.  Drainage/Sewerage

c.  Schools and other 

     social infrastructure

4.  Ability to Build

Communities


	1.  Bus

2.  Rail

3.  Cycle

4.  Walk

a.  Avoid coalescence

b. Create distinct edge to
    built-up area

c. Well related to existing
    settlement form in physical
    and functional terms

d. Minimising the need to travel

	Services B1 and B2 providing 2 buses per hour along Bankside on circular route which includes town centre; Service X59 (Banbury – Oxford) every 90 mins.

Rail station  (Birmingham – London Marylebone line) 3.6km from southern site and 1.8km from the northern site.

Town Centre, rail station, and good range of local facilities and employment areas within accepted cycling distance (up to 4km).

The southern development area is within a convenient walking distance of the convenience store, part of PFS on Oxford Road.  The proposed development includes the provision of shopping, social and community facilities in a new neighbourhood centre which will enable the southern development area to be within the recommended walking distance (400m) of local shops and the primary school.  Existing bus stops in Chatsworth Drive/
Bankside are within walking distance of the northern part of the development area.  (400m).    This part of the site is also just over 1km distance from Morrisons Superstore.  It is also less than 0.8km from St. John’s Primary School and local shops off Chatsworth Drive.

Supply mains available adjacent to development area.

On and off site drainage works will be required to provide foul and surface water drainage.

A new primary school will be provided on the site.  Banbury School will accommodate secondary school pupils from the development. Facilities for community use, sports pitches and play areas will be provided as part of the development.

The proposals include an area of open land to the south of Bankside to form the setting for the new neighbourhood and reflecting the open areas between Banbury and Bodicote to the west.

The development area would provide an opportunity to create a distinct landscaped edge to the urban area both for the new and existing development to the north.

The development relates well to the urban area in physical and functional terms.  A range of food shopping (Sainsburys), community and recreation facilities (doctors’ surgery, community hall, recreation grounds) are in close proximity (at Bodicote and Banbury RFC).  The site is contained by the existing urban form to the west and north.  The Cherwell Valley edge to the east will be landscaped as part of the proposals to create a Community Park.  This will provide a containing edge along this margin.

The development includes 2.200 sq.m. B1 employment uses. Access to existing employment areas and the town centre will be facilitated by improved local bus services.
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	SPECIFIC CRITERIA
	COMMENT

	5.  Physical and 

Environmental Constraints on the

Development of Land

a.  Landscape

b.  Heritage

c.  Open Space


	Use of urban land

Avoid high quality landscape

Impact on :-

    -  Listed Buildings &

        their setting

 -   Conservation Area

 -  Archaeology

    -  Ecology

Good access to existing
public open space

Potential for improvement in local POS provision

                 
	The development area is a planned extension to the urban area in accordance with Local Plan policy.

The site is not covered by any special landscape designations, in the NSCLP.  The adopted Local Plan shows the site within an Area of High Landscape Value, which hugs the built up area, the built-up edge of the town to the north, west and south, the principle area excluded from the same being to the east in the river valley in the vicinity of the sewage treatment works. 

Planning Policy Statement 7 (PPS 7) advocates the use of Landscape Character Assessments to be used as a tool to provide sufficient protection for valued landscapes, without the need for rigid local designations, which may restrict sustainable development. Paragraph 25 states; “Local landscape designations should only be maintained, or exceptionally, extended where it can be clearly shown that criteria-based planning policies cannot provide the necessary protection”..  

Oxfordshire County Councils; “Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study (OWLS)”, provides a comprehensive landscape character assessment of the County. The site, and land south of Banbury, is defined within two landscape types; “Upstanding Village Farmlands”, and “Farmland Slopes and Valley Sides”. The key landscape recommendations of safeguarding and enhancing landscape character are met by the development proposals.

Grade II Listed swing bridges on eastern boundary adjacent to canal.   There are no proposals to alter or remove these bridges which could provide footway links to the existing towpath.

Site is not within or adjacent to a Conservation Area.

No designated archaeological features within or adjacent to site.  There are no significant remains within the site.

No designated sites within development area.  Nature conservation value of site is relatively low; some mitigation required for features of enhanced value (e.g. hedgerows, canal) and statutorily protected species.  Hedgerow features and trees to be retained.

Development will include new outdoor recreation areas.  New playing fields proposed adjacent to Bankside; Rugby Club adjacent to site; Recreation ground in Bodicote 1.0km from the southern site.   New community park incorporated in proposals.  Existing informal recreation area park abuts northern development area (to north).

Development of the site would include informal and formal recreation space (Community Park and Playing Fields) to complement outdoor sports provision in the vicinity.




SUSTAINABILITY AUDIT

LAND AT COLLEGE FIELDS, BANBURY
	GENERAL CRITERIA


	SPECIFIC CRITERIA
	COMMENT

	d.  Environment

     Co² Fixing

e.  Wildlife

f.  Washland  floodplain

     avoided.

g.  No surface/ground

     water or pollution

     problems


	New planting

No tree loss

Existing habitats unaffected

New habitats created

 
	The development will incorporate significant additional planting to provide an appropriate landscape framework for the development as part of the Community Park.

Existing trees to be retained.

Probability of maintaining existing habitats in retained hedgerows within overall land-scaping of the site.

Additional hedgerow and tree planting as part of the development will facilitate the creation of new habitats.

Site not subject to any washland/flooding problems.

No identified constraints to development.


The distance criteria referred to are based on the following:-

Places, streets and movement DETR 1998; Better Places to Live DTLR/Cabe 2001; RPG South-West (RPG10) 2001

Walking distance – food shopping, primary school 400m; other facilities 800m.

Cycling distance – up to 4km.

Bus stop – 400m; rail station 800m.

Distances measured from centre of site.

All other criteria are based on the following:-

Environmental Appraisal of Development Plans – A Good Practice Guide (D of E 1993) and PPG13 Transport:  A Guide to Better Practice (D of E, D of T 1995).

