APPENDIX 4


QEK – Corporate Social Responsibility Initiatives

QEK proactively supports the local community and becomes involved in local events and initiatives.  Amongst the organisations that QEK support are local charities as well as schools, colleges and councils.  Below is a list of the organisations we have supported over the past 4 years.

We are also actively involved and are members of the Bicester Chamber of Commerce, a local network of businesses and council members formed with the aim of increasing awareness, improving the local economy, and supporting both local businesses, local infrastructure and of course, charities and non-profit organisations.

Local Charities Supported by QEK

· Katharine House Hospice

· Heyford Park Community Group

· Banbury Special Care Baby Unit

· Banbury Young Homeless Project

· Horton General Hospital Children’s Ward

· Home Start Banbury

· Heyford Youth Group

· Bicester Youth Project

· Thames Valley Ambulance Trust

· Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust

· Michael Sobell House Hospice, Oxford

Katherine House Hospice, Adderbury, Banbury, Oxon

Katherine House Hospice is a Palliative Care Hospice for Cancer Sufferers.  The Hospice operates predominately on donations as Government funds only a small percentage of their running costs.  

QEK have helped the Hospice in many ways and have a close relationship with them.  We have raised funds for them by running raffles, employee casual days, sponsored events, cake sales, recycling of old mobile phones etc 

National Charities Supported by QEK

QEK also support many national charities by holding employee casual days (one per month) to raise funds.  Average monthly amounts raised around £70.  Just a few of these national charities are listed below.

· BEN (Automotive Benevolent Fund)

· Marie Curie Cancer Care

· Race for Life

· Mind

· NSPCC

· Children In Need

· Imperial Cancer Research

Local Organisations Supported by QEK

Below is a list of local organisations that QEK are involved with and have supported with financial donations and in many cases, active involvement in events and initiatives.  We would feel comfortable in approaching these organisations for written support.

Bicester Town Council

Sponsorship of Town Carnival 2004

Steeple Aston and Barton Junior Football Club

QEK have sponsored (including the provision of kits and trophies) this local Junior Football Club for several seasons.  QEK staff also attend tournaments where possible.

Steeple Aston Recreational Trust

QEK have sponsored events and example of which is a Fireworks Night for November 2004.

Upper Heyford Beer Festival Committee

QEK regularly sponsor this event by providing funds for Kegs of Beer.  We also attend where possible.

Fritwell Primary School

We have recently sponsored pupils of the school, whose parents are employed by QEK as part of their ‘Science Week’ in 2004.

Tackley Primary School

We have donated computer equipment and funds for events and play areas to the school.

Bicester Chamber of Commerce

As active members of the Bicester Chamber of Commerce QEK attends regular meetings in order to share information and offer support for local initiatives Including the town centre redevelopment project and Bicester Town Carnival.  

‘Common Purpose’

QEK supports and is actively involved with  ‘Common Purpose’, a charitable organisation through which business leaders work together with a remit of improving Oxfordshire.  
Women In Business Together Organisation

A spin off organisation of the Bicester Chamber of Commerce, with members from local businesses, non-profit organisations, this organisation meets around 6 times per year to discuss local initiatives and support the local community.  Several of our Senior PA’s are members of this organisation and are actively involved.

Weston-on-the-Green Parish Council

QEK actively supports the Weston-on-the-Green Parish Council’s HGV traffic routing campaign to prevent HGV vehicles from using the B430.  Our Managing Director personally attends every meeting as invited and QEK have actively helped reduce the number of HGV vehicles passing through the village on the B430.  Actions we have taken in this respect are:

· Instructions given to all HGV Drivers in our employ, not to use the B430 at any time.

· Creation and display of highly visible signs, at our exit gates directing HGV drivers to avoid the B430 on their route.  Signs give a clear alternative route.  (Photographs can be supplied)

· New membership of the Freight Transport Association in order to represent the local community. We have been successful in elevating the problem of the use of the B430 as a cut through to the situation of it now being a Government recognised “pinchpoint” in that the road infrastructure surrounding the area is now recognised for improvement needs which in turn will reduce the need for HGV’s using the B430 as a cut through.

QEK – Work Experience and Student Placement

QEK actively works with the local educational community to support their objectives and undertakes work experience and student placement activities with the following schools and colleges:

Oxford & Cherwell  College, Bicester 

QEK are working closely with the National College for Motorsport to support this Centre of Excellence in a variety of ways.

Assistance is given in helping to meet the college’s aim of enriching the learning of students through providing formal contact with specialist workshops and bodyshops.  QEK deals with highly sophisticated vehicles on behalf of vehicle manufacturer clients and cover both the mechanical and bodywork elements of a car.  As students learn about the mechanical and composite elements of high performance vehicles, they are able to closely identify with the skilled diagnostic work carried out by QEK.

A number of students also use accommodation at Heyford Park during the week in term time.  QEK are working to expand  the services of their canteen for the benefit of the students.

Coopers School

QEK support the school’s ‘Go For It’ career day and have 2 pupils on a year-long day release work experience scheme at Heyford Park.  Presentations were also given to Business Studies students last year, accompanied by a tour of the site to show the operational area.  There is an open invitation to repeat the exercise this year.

Bicester Community College

QEK has sponsored a sport awards and have regular contact at open evenings and with the Head Teacher as part of their local community contact.

Apprentice Program

QEK currently has 7 apprentices within their apprentice program, and 2 qualified trainees.

