Gavray Drive, Bicester

Volume One- Environmental Statement
Gallagher Estates Ltd

Chapter 14 – SERVICES AND UTILITIES


14.0 Services and Utilities Issues


Introduction

14.1 This section of the ES investigates the likely impacts of the proposed development on the existing utilities and of the strategy for serving the proposed development.

14.2 The following statutory undertakers were contacted to determine the availability and capacity of gas, water, electricity and telecommunications service:
· Southern Electric
· Thames Water

· British Gas Transco


Reference Material and Assessment Method

14.3 This assessment has been undertaken by contacting the relevant service providers and confirming the current status and spare capacity of their services with respect to the proposed development as outlined in Chapter 2.


Existing Site Conditions

14.4 There are no existing services within the site itself. The majority of the services run along Gavray Drive which boarders the site to the south.

Potential Impacts of the Proposal- Construction Phase
14.5 During construction the provision of services and utilities by the different service providers will be co-ordinated with road and footway construction inline with best practice. This will minimise disturbance and disruption to occupiers of initial phases of development as latter phases are constructed. This impact is seen as neutral subject to the adoption of best practice.

Potential Impacts of the Proposal – Operational Phase

14.6 Southern Electric do not foresee any problems in providing a supply to land north of Gavray Drive, sufficient for approximately 500 domestic properties together with a primary school and an area of potential community facilities. A high voltage power cable currently runs along Gavray Drive, which require reinforcing with 1950m of cable offsite to the Heron Way substation. After these works have been carried out there will be adequate supplies available to all elements of the proposed development. The impact of the operational phase of the development on electricity infrastructure is therefore considered to be minimal.

14.7 BT ducting was placed in Gavray Drive during its construction, along which BT will extend their cables from existing apparatus in Cambridge Way and Langford Village. The company does not require additional ducting, as the original proposals allowed for commercial development of the site. Adequate telecommunications services will therefore be available to all elements of the proposed development. The impact of the operational phase of the development on telecommunications infrastructure is therefore considered to be neutral.

14.8 Thames Water has advised that there is sufficient capacity within the Bicester supply zone for any additional demand generated by the development of land north of Gavray Drive. There will therefore be adequate water services available to all elements of the proposed development from the existing 200mm main in Gavray Drive. The impact of the operational phase of the development on water supply infrastructure is therefore considered to be neutral.
14.9 Thames Water has advised that there is sufficient capacity within the local foul water infrastructure to support any additional demand generated by the development on land north of Gavray Drive. There will therefore be adequate foul water provision to all elements of the proposed development. The impact of the operational phase of the development on water supply infrastructure is therefore considered to be neutral.

14.10 British Gas Transco has been consulted on the capacity of infrastructure to supply the proposed development as a whole and have confirmed the adequacy of existing supplies. British Gas Transco have confirmed that no services currently cross the site, however they have identified a 250mm low pressure pipeline running along Gavray Drive which can supply the proposed development at land north of Gavray Drive. The impact of the operational phase of the development on gas supply and infrastructure is therefore considered to be neutral.

14.11 Substations, where required, will be carefully located as part of detailed schemes submitted in due course. Locations will be provided for appropriate maintenance access whilst minimising any adverse visual impacts on the private realm or on the amenities of occupiers. On the basis of the identification of appropriate sites within the development, the impact of this infrastructure is considered to be neutral.

Conclusion and Summary

14.12 There will be no residual impacts on the existing supply of services and utilities as a result of the development; therefore the development is proposed to have a neutral impact.
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