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FIGURE 5.1 : SIGNIFICANCE MATRIX FOR IMPACTS ON ARBORICULTURAL AMENITY
(Arboricultural and visual amenity interpretations in accordance with the Arboricultural Association Guidance 
Note 4 (The Helliwell System) and the DETR Guidance for Tree Preservation Orders: A Guide to the Law and Good Practice )

Very High High Medium Low Negligible

Ve
ry

 H
ig

h
H

ig
h

M
ed

iu
m

L
ow

N
o 

ch
an

ge
Tree/s with important position in the 

landscape and very suitable for setting. 
Clearly visible by the public and special 
value in terms of size, form and location. 
Often designated trees - covered by TPO / 

Conservation Area

Tree/s with important position in the 
landscape and suitable for setting. 
Visible by the public, although less 

important in relation to its contribution 
to the wider landscape. No designation 

usually applicable

Tree/s with a less significant position 
in the landscape, usually less visible 

to the public, and less suitable in 
relation to the setting 

(e.g. non-native / too large) 

Dead, dying or dangerous trees with no 
importance of position in the landscape, and 
providing no contribution to the local setting. 

Also trees that are not visible by the public

(this does not include ecological value)

Tree/s with little importance of position in 
the landscape, poor suitability for setting 

and barely visible from public places
A

 n
ot

ic
ea

bl
e 

ch
an

ge
 in

 
am

en
ity

, s
et

tin
g 

or
 v

ie
w

s 
to

w
ar

ds
 th

e 
tr

ee
/s

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t p
ro

po
sa

ls
 

an
d 

tr
ee

 w
or

ks
 th

at
 a

re
 

hi
gh

ly
 d

es
tr

uc
tiv

e,
 

re
su

lti
ng

 in
 tr

ee
 lo

ss
 a

nd
 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 c

ha
ng

es
 to

 
am

en
ity

, s
et

tin
g 

an
d 

pu
bl

ic
 v

ie
w

s

A
 b

ar
el

y 
pe

rc
ep

tib
le

 
ch

an
ge

 in
 a

m
en

ity
 o

r 
us

ab
ili

ty
 o

f t
he

 tr
ee

/s

Sensitivity of tree amenity lies along a continuum from very high to negligible depending on the visibility of the tree/s, the individual impact of a tree/s, and the significance of a 
tree/s within their local surroundings. The sensitivity of the viewers and the activities of the viewer should also be considered
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