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I am writing to object to the 200 houses for which planning has been put forward near 
Hanwell, Hanwell Chase and Drayton.   

Banbury has already experienced substantial housing growth which has resulted in the 
loss of countryside around the town.. The infrastructure cannot support the increased 
population, schools, drs surgeries and dentists are already at capacity.   This plan is 
beyond the boundary of Banbury. 

  

There is major urbanisation of the country side which supports wildlife.  Hedges are 
ripped out along the Warwick Road and some of this and trees cut down has happened 
during the nesting season.  The rural approach to Banbury from the Warwick road has 
been damaged already.  Another development would be intrusive and out of character 
with the surrounding countryside.  

  

We have already lost some of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land with loss of 
Grade 2a agricultural land.  Permanent removal of high quality farmland means less 
land for food production.  We should be keeping all the farmland we can.  The world is 
in a perilous position and we need to be able to feed our communities in the event of 
war. 

  

It is contrary to the national policy seeking to protect the Best and Most Versatile land 
wherever possible.  There are brownfield sites in and around Banbury which should be 
used enabling people to live in the town.  There are no bus routes through Hanwell so no 
access to amenities without a car. A car dependent location encourages private vehicle 
use. 

  

My concern is also for the loss and fragmentation of wildlife habitat and the potential 
impact on bats, birds, hedgerows, badgers, pollinators and small mammals.  I have 



lived in Hanwell for 23 years and have seen a decline over the years due to the housing 
estates being built. 

Urbanisation effects including lighting, noise and domestic pets harming 
biodiversity.  We have had problems with domestic pets in the surrounding fields over 
the recent years due to the population increasing. 

  

The roads around us, Warwick Road and Hennef Way cannot cope with more 
traffic.  They are poorly maintained and inadequate for the traffic as it is.  Congestion in 
Banbury is severe at peak times.  There are safety concerns for cyclists and pedestrians 
on the roads.  There are no cycle paths and ones that exist in town are 
inadequate.  Construction traffic has increased damaging roads and causing noise and 
pollution. Pollution not only affects us physically but mentally too. 

  

Existing GP surgeries , dentists and NHS services are already overstretched and there is 
pressure on local schools and school places.  Recently children from Banbury were told 
they would have to go to school in Bicester with no transport provided. 

  

Flooding will increase and there is concern about the drainage system during extreme 
rainfall events which will increase due to climate change. 

  

Finally there is a huge conflict with Local Character as estate style housing is not 
reflective of the areas rural edge character.  This harms tranquility and countryside 
setting. 

  

We ask that this application is refused 

  

Celia Chasey and Barry Bryant-Kobil 

 


