From: Mike Patching

Sent: 11 June 2026 15:46

To: Planning <Planning@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>
Subject: Planning application 26/00781/0UT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi

Could you please add the below comments to the above mentioned planning
application. | have tried to do it online as before but your site is very difficult to use and
doesn’t provide me with a link to do so.

Protest Letter Against Proposed Large Housing Estate

Preserving the Character and Community of Our Country Village

| write to object in the strongest possible terms to the thoughtless, careless
and opportunistic application to build over 200 houses on land within near
sight of Horley village.

| have been a resident of Horley for 54 years and during that time | have seen
the village largely retain its charm by careful management of the land withing
the parish, by means of only allowing sympathetic in-filling and not going
beyond the village building line. We have maintained and updated the
boundaries of the village conservation area and gently improved the village
over that time. Our community, defined by its rural charm, close-knit spirit,
and historic landscape, stands to be irreparably damaged by this threat of a
new development. Having carefully nurtured the character of the village as
described, we now find the ‘enemy’ gathering over the hill and threatening to
surround us.

Horley is unique in this area in that part of the parish boundary is also the
county boundary with Warwickshire, over which we have little no say as to
what happens, where a couple of years ago there was talk and maybe more, of
a large housing estate south of Warmington! The applicants have ‘Gone away”
for the moment but they’ll be back, then imagine the situation of Horley then if
these estates are sanctioned. In addition there is the prospect of a vast solar
farm to the North and Northeast of the village.



The Threat to Village Character

The planned housing estate threatens to overwhelm the unique character of
our village. Our streets, fields, and green spaces and ancient footpaths are
integral to the way of life cherished by generations. The influx of hundreds of
new homes will fundamentally alter the rural setting, replacing tranquillity
with noise, congestion and pollution changing the fabric, health and wellbeing
of the landscape and our community forever. The unclassified road between
the Horley turn on the B4100 and the A422 will become a ‘Rat run’ for the
estate, making the roads an even worse mess than they are now

Our countryside infrastructure is not designed or adapted to support such an
extensive development. Increased traffic, pressure on local schools, medical
facilities, and utilities will strain services and diminish the quality of life for
existing residents. Furthermore, the construction and ensuing urbanisation
pose risks to local wildlife habitats and agricultural land, disrupting the
ecological balance that makes our village unique.

| am particularly concerned that despite CDC’s stated support for the project
to provide nesting sites for Swifts by the provision of ‘Swift Bricks’, from my
observation having driven round the new estates that are currently being built,
there is not one house with a Swift Brick in place!

Many villagers feel their voices are not being heard in the planning process.
We urge local authorities to engage in genuine consultation with the
community, recognising that those who live here best understand the needs
and character of the area. The proposed estate is not in keeping with the scale
of our village and sets a precedent for further unsympathetic development.

Preserving Our Rural Heritage

Our village is more than just a collection of houses—it's a heritage site, a
place where traditions endure and neighbours look out for one another. We
implore planners and developers to consider alternative solutions that
respect the scale and spirit of rural living, prioritising sustainable growth that
preserves our way of life. | invite you, even implore you to

¢ Rejectthe current proposal for the large housing estate.
e Conduct a comprehensive community impact assessment.
¢ Engage residents in meaningful dialogue and consultation.

e Develop a plan for sustainable, small-scale housing that respects our
village and others, character.



We stand united in our protest against this large housing estate. Let us
preserve our village for future generations, maintaining the peaceful and
distinctive countryside that makes our home so precious.



