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Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Cerys Williams

Address The Spinney,4 Sackville Court,Hanwell,Banbury,OX17 1HQ

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments To: Linda Griffiths 
Planning Officer, Cherwell District Council. 
 
Dear Ms Griffiths, 
 
I wish to register my objection to planning application 26/00781/OUT, submitted by Trinity 
College, Oxford, proposing up to 200 new dwellings on approximately 12 hectares of land 
north of Banbury. 
 
Although the application page lists 15 May as the deadline, I understand that comments are 
being accepted until 12 June, and I appreciate the opportunity to contribute. 
 
1. Loss of HighQuality Agricultural Land (Grade 2a) 
The proposed site is classified as Grade 2a farmland, which is among the most productive 
agricultural land in the UK. At a time when the country faces increasing food security risks 
due to longterm overreliance on imported food, it is neither sustainable nor responsible to 
convert highgrade farmland into housing. Once this land is lost, it cannot be recovered, and 
its contribution to future food resilience is permanently removed. 
 
2. Prematurity and Opportunistic Timing 
This application has been submitted immediately before the adoption of the new Cherwell 
District Plan. It appears to preempt the strategic planning process and risks undermining the 
democratic and consultative framework that the Local Plan is intended to provide. 
 
3. Harm to Local Villages and Community Cohesion 
The site sits uncomfortably close to Drayton, Hanwell, and Horley, all of which are small rural 
communities with distinct identities. A development of this scale would erode the separation 
between these villages and Banbury, altering their character and placing additional pressure 
on their limited amenities. The cumulative impact on all three communities has not been 
adequately assessed. 
 
4. Inadequate Infrastructure Provision 
The application does not include any meaningful provision for Education, Healthcare, Public 
transport, Road improvements or Community facilities. If given the go=ahead, it will just be 
yet another housing estate dumped in the English countryside unable to provide any value 
apart to the developers and Landowners. 
 
Banbury and the surrounding villages are already experiencing strain on GP surgeries, 
schools, and transport links. Adding a further 200 homes without corresponding 
infrastructure will worsen existing pressures and reduce quality of life for current and future 
residents. 
 
5. Flooding and Sewage Capacity Concerns 
The proposed site lies close to Hanwell Fields, which already experiences issues with surface 
water and drainage. Additional hardstanding and runoff from a development of this size will 
increase flood risk locally. Furthermore, the existing sewage network is already under 
pressure; adding significant new demand without upgrades, risks system overload and 
environmental harm. 



 
6. Traffic, Pollution, and Road Safety 
The development would feed directly onto the Warwick Road, a significant route into 
Banbury that already experiences congestion at peak times. Increased traffic will raise 
pollution levels and create additional turning hazards, particularly given the road's speed and 
layout. No convincing mitigation has been offered. 
 
7. Environmental and Wildlife Impact 
The site is home to a range of wildlife, including eight bat colonies, as noted by CPRE. The 
loss of habitat, increased lighting, and disturbance will have a detrimental effect on these 
protected species. The ecological assessments provided do not adequately address the 
longterm impact on biodiversity. 
 
8. Light Pollution and Impact on Hanwell Community Observatory 
The Hanwell Community Observatory is a valued local asset. Increased lighting from a large 
housing development will significantly degrade the dark skies essential for its operation. This 
impact has not been properly considered or mitigated. 
 
Conclusion 
For the reasons outlined above, including the loss of highgrade farmland, premature timing, 
harm to nearby villages, lack of infrastructure, increased flood and sewage risks, traffic 
concerns, and environmental damage, I respectfully request that Cherwell District Council 
refuse this opportunistic application 26/00781/OUT. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Cerys Williams   
Hanwell, Oxfordshire
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