
Comment for planning application 26/00781/OUT
Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Gillian & Rhodri Griffiths

Address Ty Clyd,Gullicote Lane,Hanwell,Banbury,OX17 1GY

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We are objecting to this proposed Trinity College development for the following reasons: 
 
* Cherwell Council have spent considerable time and resources developing the new Local 
Plan which is about to be ratified and will confirm that the proposed site is unsuitable for 
development. This application is nothing more than a cynical move by the developers to 
obtain planning prior to the new plan thereby ignoring the wishes of the local rural 
communities and Council.   
* The gradual creep of housing, one estate at a time means that the original Banbury 
boundary has long since been passed.  This opportunistic proposal will see the coalescence 
of 3 distinct village communities, Hanwell, Drayton and Horley brought ever closer. 
* The proposed site will cover up to 30 acres of mostly prime agricultural land which with a 
growing national population will be essential for our future food security.  Once removed,  it 
will be impossible to restore this land to food production if needed - prime agricultural land 
is a finite resource! 
* In the last few years the population of Banbury has increasing considerably without 
seemingly the required investment in core infrastructure and services.  Schools, GP 
surgeries, dentists are all over capacity whilst the road network deteriorates, getting ever 
more congested. Demand for water and associated services such as sewage in the area is 
increasing and again there seems little evidence of any investment in these crucial services.  
The addition of another 200 homes  in the area would put further strain on these already 
stretched amenities. 
* Recently, there has been an increase in wildlife visiting our garden, species not previously 
seen.  This suggests that the current level of housing is already having a negative impact on 
their habitat and  local environment;fields and trees removed in favour of brick and tarmac.  
The increase in light pollution from street lighting,already demonstrable across Banbury, is 
impacting the circadian rhythms and natural behaviour of wildlife according to DarkSky 
International and DEFRA.  The development of this 30 acre site would further push this 
pollution into the countryside having an ever increasing effect on our already stressed 
wildlife.  CPRE have also noted  8 colonies of bats would be at risk if this proposal went 
ahead.  Additionally light pollution is having a negative impact on Hanwell's popular Public 
Observatory. 
 
We feel that the character of our rural villages is seriously under threat and further housing 
development will ultimately lead to coalescence with Banbury.  All 3 villages potentially 
impacted by this development are situated in conservation areas.  Hanwell is a close 
community with an historic Anglo-Saxon identity, containing 10 listed buildings which 
deserves to be maintained and protected. It is for these reasons that we object most 
strongly  to the Trinity College application and hope that Cherwell District Council will throw 
out this cynical and opportunistic application thereby preventing further erosion of our 
precious countryside and way of life.
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