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Comments I object to this proposed development for the following reasons: 
Firstly it is premature and cumulative Development - This application is sneaking in before 
the forthcoming Local Plan is announced - Banbury has already experienced substantial 
housing growth and is now being subjected to incremental loss of countryside around the 
town without consideration of the cumulative impact of multiple developments being 
adequately assessed. The result is piecemeal expansion without supporting infrastructure 
being delivered first. 
 
Landscape and Visual Harm: 
This presents major urbanisation of open countryside N's further harm to the rural approach 
to Banbury from Warwick Road. 
This site, if developed, would be a loss of attractive agricultural landscape and open views - 
development would appear visually intrusive and out of character with the surrounding 
countryside and adjacent Hanwell Conservation area. It is cumulative suburban sprawl and 
coalescence with existing development. 
 
Loss of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land: 
This is highly productive Grade 2a agricultural land. Development means permanent removal 
of high-quality farmland from food production, contrary to national policy seeking to protect 
Best and Most Versatile (BMV) land wherever possible. Development on brownfield 
alternatives should be prioritised. 
 
Ecology and Wildlife Concerns: 
Development absolutely means a loss and fragmentation of wildlife habitat with potential 
impact on bats, birds, hedgerows, badgers, pollinators and small mammals. There are 
significant concerns over whether biodiversity net gain genuinely compensates for loss of 
habitats and ecological corridors. 
 
The development poses a risk to Traffic and Highway Safety with a significant increase in 
vehicle movements onto Warwick Road and surrounding roads. On top of this, it will add to 
congestion in Banbury - already horrendous at peak times, Increasing pressure on junctions, 
schools and commuter routes and presenting safety concerns for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Beyond all of this , the infrastructure and Public Services have not been invested in to cope 
with the existing uncontrolled expansion of Banbury. Existing GP surgeries, dentists and NHS 
services are already overstretched. 
Pressure on local schools and school places is already unacceptable with students from 
Banbury being given places in Bicester - when is a new secondary school being built to cope 
with the expansion? It doesn't stop there - Insufficient improvement to roads and public 
transport infrastructure, strain on drainage, utilities and local services are all serious matters 
that are not addressed when development is uncontrolled outside of a proper local plan - 
these cumulative developments pose a scale disproportionate to local infrastructure capacity. 
 
To compound the above, these Estate-style housing developments are not reflective of the 
area's rural edge character, being of generic layout and housing design lacking local 
distinctiveness. This development is on the edge of a conservation area and should be 
judged accordingly. 
 



Finally, this location is a car-dependent location encouraging private vehicle use. The 
developers argue persuasively that these developments are sustainable, that they support 
Oxfords unmet needs and that people will use public transport. Based on the recent nearby 
Vistry application and appeal decision, they will then seek to provide above average parking 
in clear admission that these locations are NOT sustainable and do NOT support Oxford's 
unmet needs - relying on public transport means a 1.5hour plus commute to Oxford - hardly 
practical. 
 
Please - don't be fooled - this location suits only the developers, that are trying to profiteer. 
It is not a location that serves the local needs or one that is supported by adequate 
infrastructure. I firmly object to this proposal.
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