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Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Linda Griffiths

DAVID BECK

9 Gullivers Close,Horley,Banbury,OX15 6DY
Objection

neighbour

Horley Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that the proposed
development conflicts with the strategic objectives of the Cherwell Local Plan review 2042
and would cause significant and irreversible harm to the Horley Strategic Gap and the wider
Sor Brook valley landscape.

The Cherwell Local Plan identifies the importance of preserving the distinction between
Banbury and Horley. It specifically recognises the following key characteristics..

1.Horley's distinctive valley side setting, around which there are long rural views with limited
visibility of the edge of Banbury

2.Horley's containment by watercourses to the east and south

3. Horley's plateau location, with no development on the side of the Sor Brook valley.

The proposed development would fundamentally undermine these defining characteristics.

The Local Plan is clear that, in order to preserve the settlement gap between Banbury and
Horley, development should:

a) Avoid any sense of Banbury extending down the eastern valley of the Sor Brook

b) Ensure there are no significant long views of nhew development on the edge of Banbury,
using screening planting where necessary

¢) Maintain the unspoilt rural character of the Sor Brook valley between Horley and Drayton
This proposal conflicts with all three requirements

The proposal would also interrupt long established rural views across the valley and
increase the visibility of urban development across the valley and increase the visibility of
urban development from public viewpoints and and surrounding countryside. Although
mitigation planting is proposed, the applicants own documents acknowledge that such
planting would take many years to mature and would be ineffective in the short and medium
term. Screening cannot remove the permanent loss of openness or disguise the urbanisation
of the valley landscape

In addition to landscape harm, the proposal does not indicate adequate infrastructure
provision. Roads in and around Banbury already experience significant congestion, and
further development in this location would place addition strain on the transport network,
particularly on routes serving Banbury and near by villages

There are also serious concerns regarding the capacity of local GP surgeries, NHS dental
services and local school places. Existing services are already under pressure , and the
application does not demonstrate how the cumulative impact of further large-scale
development would be properly mitigated.

The proposal would also increase car dependency due to the limited accessibility of the site
and the relative distance from key services and employment areas, contrary to the principles
of sustainable development

For these reasons Horley Parish Council believe the proposal is contrary to the objectives
listed in the Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 and would result in unacceptable harm to the
landscape character, rural setting and settlement separation between Horley and Banbury
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