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Comments Objection / 26/00781/OUT 
 
I strongly object to this application. 
 
This is speculative development on unallocated greenfield land in open countryside. The site 
is not allocated for housing in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan (2015), nor is it identified 
within the emerging Local Plan Review. Approving applications of this nature directly 
undermines the plan-led system, which the NPPF makes clear must remain the basis for 
decision-making. 
 
The Cherwell Local Plan sets a clear spatial strategy: growth is to be planned and directed to 
appropriate and allocated sites, with development in the countryside carefully controlled to 
protect its character. It explicitly seeks to respect the character and beauty of rural areas 
and avoid unplanned development in open countryside.  
 
This proposal is in direct conflict with that strategy.  
 
Furthermore, Policy ESD13 of the Cherwell Local Plan requires development to conserve and 
enhance the distinctive landscape character of the district and properly manage the 
transition between urban areas and the open countryside.  
This scheme does the opposite, it represents a clear and harmful encroachment into open 
countryside with no strategic justification.  
 
A substantial housing development is already under construction immediately opposite on 
the eastern side of Warwick Road. The cumulative impact is severe and cannot be ignored. 
Field by field, the countryside between Banbury, Horley and Hanwell is being steadily 
eroded. 
The Council's spatial strategy and emerging Local Plan both recognise the need to protect 
the identity and character of villages and avoid unplanned encroachment of urban areas into 
the countryside.  
 
This proposal fundamentally conflicts with that principle and would contribute directly to the 
coalescence of Banbury with surrounding villages.  
There must be a clear and enduring separation between Banbury and the villages of Horley 
and Hanwell. These are historic rural communities with their own distinct identities, they are 
not extensions of Banbury. The continued approval of developments like this will inevitably 
result in coalescence and the permanent loss of these gaps. 
 
The NPPF is unambiguous on this point. It requires planning decisions to protect and 
enhance valued landscapes and to recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the 
countryside.  This proposal clearly fails that test, extending suburban development into open 
countryside without any strategic basis.  
 
In addition, the NPPF requires that applications be determined in accordance with the 
development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. There are no such 
overriding considerations here,  this is simply speculative, opportunistic development that 
conflicts with the adopted strategy. 
 



Warwick Road is already under significant pressure, with congestion and cumulative impacts 
from recent development. Local infrastructure, including schools, GP provision, NHS dental 
services and wider community facilities is already struggling to cope. This proposal would 
further exacerbate that strain, contrary to the NPPF objective of delivering sustainable 
development supported by adequate infrastructure. 
 
This is exactly the kind of piecemeal, edge-of-settlement expansion that fundamentally 
undermines strategic planning. Each proposal is presented in isolation, yet collectively they 
are transforming the western edge of Banbury beyond recognition. 
 
Cherwell District Council must take a firm and consistent position. If unallocated greenfield 
sites such as this continue to be approved, the Local Plan becomes meaningless and the 
distinction between Banbury and the surrounding villages will be permanently lost. 
 
For all of these reasons, and in clear conflict with both local and national planning policy, this 
application should be refused.
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