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Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.
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Comments I wish to formally object to the proposed development for the following reasons. 
 
Conflict with Planning Policy and Settlement Boundaries 
The proposed development lies outside the defined Banbury settlement boundary and 
represents speculative development in the open countryside. The site is not allocated for 
development within the emerging Local Plan and therefore appears premature and contrary 
to the strategic approach for planned and sustainable growth. Approving such development 
would undermine the plan-led system and set an undesirable precedent for further 
speculative applications in the area. 
Harm to Rural Character and Village Identity 
The proposal would result in significant harm to the rural character and landscape setting of 
Drayton. This is fundamentally an urban-style development within a rural location and would 
erode the distinct identity and separation of the village from Banbury. The cumulative 
expansion of housing in this area is gradually suburbanising the countryside, and if 
development at this rate continues, Drayton risks losing its character as a rural village 
entirely. 
Cumulative Impact on Local Infrastructure 
Insufficient consideration has been given to the cumulative impact of the many recent and 
ongoing developments in North Banbury and surrounding villages. Existing local 
infrastructure is already under significant pressure, including schools, GP surgeries, dental 
services and other community facilities. There is little evidence that the necessary 
infrastructure improvements can be delivered in step with the scale of growth proposed. 
Traffic, Highway Safety and Pollution 
The development would inevitably increase traffic on roads that are already congested, 
particularly at peak times. Additional vehicle movements would worsen highway safety 
concerns, increase delays and contribute to higher levels of noise and air pollution. Public 
transport provision in the area remains limited and insufficient to offset reliance on private 
cars, making the proposal inconsistent with sustainable transport objectives. 
Loss of Agricultural Land 
The site comprises productive agricultural land that is actively farmed for both arable and 
livestock purposes, including sheep grazing. The permanent loss of good-quality farmland is 
particularly concerning given the increasing importance of food security and the protection of 
rural agricultural resources. 
Impact on Biodiversity and Wildlife 
The proposed development would have a harmful impact on the local environment, 
biodiversity and wildlife habitats. The area supports a wide range of species, including the 
large numbers of deer regularly seen across the surrounding fields and countryside. 
Development of this scale would inevitably result in habitat loss, increased disturbance and 
fragmentation of wildlife corridors. The long-term environmental impacts appear to have 
been underestimated. 
 
For all of the reasons outlined above, I respectfully request that this planning application be 
refused.
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