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Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Charles William Proger

Address Horley Cottage,Hornton Lane,Horley,Banbury,OX15 6BL

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Objection / 26/00781/OUT 
I strongly object to this application. 
This is speculative, unallocated greenfield development in open countryside. The site is not 
allocated for housing within the adopted Cherwell Local Plan and is not identified as a 
strategic allocation within the emerging Local Plan Review. Approving applications such as 
this fundamentally undermines the plan led system which sits at the heart of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 
Another major housing development is already being constructed directly opposite this site 
on the eastern side of Warwick Road. The cumulative impact is severe. Field by field, the 
countryside between Banbury, Horley and Hanwell is being erased. 
There must remain a meaningful and permanent distinction between Banbury and the 
surrounding villages. Horley and Hanwell are historic rural settlements with their own 
character and identity, not outer suburbs waiting to be absorbed into Banbury's urban 
sprawl. Once these open gaps are lost, they are gone forever. 
The NPPF is clear that planning decisions should recognise and protect the intrinsic character 
and beauty of the countryside. This proposal does the opposite. It extends suburban 
development further into open countryside without any strategic justification. 
Warwick Road is already heavily congested and under significant pressure from existing 
development. Local schools, GP surgeries, NHS dental provision and wider infrastructure are 
already struggling to cope. Residents are repeatedly told infrastructure will follow growth, 
yet approvals continue while services deteriorate. 
This proposal is exactly the kind of piecemeal edge of settlement expansion that residents 
fear most, individually presented as "just another 200 homes", but cumulatively 
transforming the western edge of Banbury beyond recognition. 
Cherwell District Council must take a strategic view and defend the integrity of the Local 
Plan. If unallocated countryside sites such as this continue to be approved, the distinction 
between Banbury and the surrounding villages will simply disappear. 
I urge the Council to refuse this application. 
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