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Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.
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Roseacre Cottage,Wroxton Lane,Horley,Banbury,OX15 6BD
Objection
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I object to the planning application 26/00781/0UT.

This proposed development for 200 houses is not included in the Cherwell Local Plan Review
2042 and is on a parcel of land which is part of the strategic gap intended to preserve the
character of Banbury's surrounding villages including Horley.

This proposed development sited on top of the hill will be entirely and clearly visible from
buildings in Horley village. Horley has a Grade 1 listed church, a Grade 2 listed Horley Manor,
and 8 further Grade 3 listed buildings. This view out of Horley will have a detrimental visual
impact adversely affecting the beauty and rural farmland landscape of the Conservation Area
that encompasses Horley, and the footpaths that are adjacent to Horley.

Horley was designated a Conservation Area in January 1987. The most recent Conservation
Area Appraisal was published in 2022 and stated that 'The future preservation and
enhancement of the special character of the Horley Conservation Area, will owe much to the
positive management of the area by homeowners, landowners, the Parish Council,
neighbouring Parish Councils, the district council, the county council, and service providers.'
Within the Appraisal document is recommended that this landscape should be conserved as
part of an enhancement strategy for the district: 'Strongly undulating complex of farmed
hills and valleys: Steeply folded, complicated landform, with a predominantly pastoral land
use due to the steepness of the slope. Much of this type is characterised by a web of small
fields defined by mature, dense hedgerows, but more open areas also occur. Remnant heath
vegetation and scrub are found on the higher slopes.'

This project seems to be at complete odds with the published aim of the Conservation Area
Appraisal, which recommends preservation of this beautiful landscape. It is especially
contrary to the Conservation Appraisal given that any residents wishing to undertake their
own work on their properties which would in any way change the exterior features of houses
which overlook or are visible by a listed building are so very strictly constrained.

There are large housing developments already spreading outwards from Banbury on The
Warwick Road towards Horley, with no additional provision of Schools, Doctors Surgeries,
Hospital beds or recreation facilities for the anticipated future residents in these enormous
numbers of houses within the Cherwell Local Plan, let alone this additional 200 houses as an
extra drain on resources. We are already seeing Banbury parents having to send their
children to schools in Bicester as there are insufficient Secondary School places for the
existing children of Banbury; GP surgeries are struggling to provide for their already full
caseloads of patients; The Horton Hospital and Oxford Hospitals are frequently on alert
levels due to inadequate numbers of beds for the local population and their health needs;
and the much-anticipated Tennis Centre, which was promised on the Hanwell Fields Housing
Estate as a contribution to the barely-there recreational facilities in Banbury, was abandoned
without reason as soon as the housing development was completed. It seems that more and
more houses are being built with no extra infrastructure provided, and that when extra
recreational facilities are promised by developers they are abandoned without reason or
penalty once the houses are there.

Many residents in Banbury commute to their jobs in Oxford, Birmingham or London by train
and by road. There are less carriages for commuters to London Marylebone now than there
were in the recent past with normalisation of standing room only in carriages on the London
trains on weekday mornings and evenings every weekday. The gridlock in Banbury for those
attempting to joint the M40 is a regular misery as the local roads are insufficient for traffic



demands already.

This proposed development will further subtract from the Quality of Life of all those living in
Banbury and the villages that surround it, especially Horley.
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