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Cherwell District Council 
North Oxfordshire 
 

Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
Re: Objection to planning application 26/00781/OUT 
 
I object to this application. The land is not proposed for development in the Cherwell Local Plan Review 2024 
and therefore is not strategically coherent with Cherwell’s planning objectives. In addition, it is on land 
designated as a separation between the urban area of Banbury and the rural villages. Building on this land would 
be highly detrimental to the character of the villages around Banbury, and in particular, Horley. 
 
The Cherwell District Council (CDC) Urban Design comments in response to this application clearly state that 
the "landscape assessment downplays the sensitivity of views and the likely overall visual impact”. The impact 
should be considered to be ‘Medium’ or ‘High’, rather than ‘Low’.  
 
The impact on Horley would be worse than that of the existing development, ‘Roman Fields’, which is highly 
visible from Horley and has correspondingly damaged the character of the village. The nature of the site, a high 
plateau with valleys below, makes further negative impact on the village – including the listed historic buildings 
and 12th century church – inevitable. No redesign could remove this impact. Woodland planting along the 
boundaries is not a solution; woodlands take decades to grow before providing adequate screening, and planting 
schemes associated with developments are frequently unsuccessful, with many plants not surviving.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Eleanor Voss 
 


