
Comment for planning application 26/00781/OUT
Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury
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Comments I write to register my strong objection to this application on behalf of residents of Horley, a 
historic rural settlement directly affected by the cumulative expansion of Banbury into the 
surrounding countryside. 
 
This is speculative, unallocated greenfield development with no strategic justification. The 
site is not allocated for housing in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan, nor identified as a 
strategic allocation in the emerging Local Plan Review. Granting permission here 
fundamentally undermines the plan-led system at the heart of the National Planning Policy 
Framework and sets a damaging precedent for future applications across the district. 
 
A substantial housing development is already under active construction directly opposite this 
site on the eastern side of Warwick Road. Each application is presented individually as "just 
another 200 homes", yet the cumulative effect is the wholesale transformation of the 
western edge of Banbury. Field by field, the open countryside separating Banbury from 
Horley and Hanwell is being irreversibly eroded. 
 
There must remain a meaningful and permanent distinction between Banbury and the 
surrounding villages. Horley and Hanwell are historic rural settlements with distinct 
characters and identities - not outer suburbs awaiting absorption into an urban fringe. The 
NPPF is explicit that planning decisions must recognise and protect the intrinsic character 
and beauty of the countryside. This proposal does the opposite. The site also forms part of a 
valued rural landscape providing an important setting for Horley's listed buildings and 
Conservation Area, and suburban development advancing across this open land would cause 
serious and irreversible harm to that heritage setting. 
 
Warwick Road is already operating well beyond comfortable capacity, and traffic modelling 
based on current flows will understate the true future impact. Beyond highways, local 
schools, GP surgeries and community infrastructure are already under acute pressure. 
Residents are repeatedly assured that infrastructure will follow growth, yet approvals 
continue while services visibly deteriorate. 
 
The site's poor connectivity to sustainable transport links would also generate high levels of 
car dependency, contrary to the council's climate commitments and the expectation that new 
development be directed to sustainable locations. The ecological value of the site - its 
habitats, hedgerows and wildlife corridors - must equally be weighed against the council's 
biodiversity net gain obligations. 
 
Cherwell District Council must take a principled, strategic view. The Local Plan exists 
precisely to prevent this kind of piecemeal, developer-led sprawl. If unallocated countryside 
sites continue to be approved outside the plan framework, the open gaps between Banbury 
and villages such as Horley and Hanwell will be lost permanently and irreparably. 
 
I urge the Council to refuse this application. 
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