
Comment for planning application 26/00781/OUT
Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Annaliese Hendry

Address Rowarth House,Little Lane,Horley,Banbury,OX15 6BJ

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I strongly object to this application on the grounds that it conflicts with the strategic 
objectives of the Cherwell Local Plan Review 2040 and would cause significant harm to the 
Horley Strategic Gap and the wider Sor Brook valley landscape. 
 
The Local Plan identifies the importance of preserving the distinction between Banbury and 
Horley, including Horley's rural valley-side setting, the open countryside of the Sor Brook 
valley and Banbury's plateau location without development extending down the valley sides. 
 
The Plan is clear that development should: 
 Avoid any sense of Banbury extending down the eastern valley of the Sor Brook 
 Prevent significant long views of development on the edge of Banbury 
 Maintain the unspoilt rural character of the Sor Brook valley between Horley and Drayton 
 
This proposal conflicts with all three objectives. 
 
The development of up to 200 dwellings on open countryside would erode the remaining 
separation between Banbury and Horley and introduce prominent urban development into a 
currently rural and undeveloped stretch of landscape. The proposal would urbanise the valley 
landscape and undermine the character and setting of surrounding villages. 
 
Although mitigation planting is proposed, this would take many years to become effective 
and cannot compensate for the permanent loss of openness and rural character. 
 
The proposal would also place further pressure on already stretched roads, GP surgeries, 
dental services and schools, while increasing traffic and car dependency. 
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