Banbury Active Travel Supporters (BATS)

BATS is a group of local people based in Banbury interested in making our public
thoroughfares safer and more accessible for all active travellers (cyclists, walkers and
people needing to use wheelchairs or other mobility aids).

Mail: banburycycling@gmail.com Web: https://banburycag.org.uk/activetravel/

Comments re:

Application Number Application Type

‘ 26/00781/0UT \ ‘ Outline Application \
Status Decision Level

‘ Under Consultation ‘ ‘ Committee ‘

Location

‘ Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury ‘

Proposal

Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage systems, pedestrian and cycle connections,
associated infrastructure, and access from Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Banbury Active Travel Supporters (BATS) are concerned that the communities which
are emerging along the Warwick Road will not have safe non-vehicular access to
Banbury south along the Warwick Road. Although the infrastructure within specific
estates may be there for safe walking and cycling the Warwick Road has, as yet, no
designated provision for pedestrians or cyclists. This definitely needs to be upgraded so
that pedestrians and cyclists can travel to and from the development safely.

The distance the site is from key locations such at the train station and town centre, and
schools requires residence to cycle (as it's over the recommended 2km max walking
distance, but below 5km) or use public transport, thus cycle improvements are very
much needed, which the nearby new sites have failed to deliver, despite Oxfordshire’s
clear policy to encourage walking, cycling and wheeling and to reduce car use by a
quarter. The speed should also be reduced on Warwick Rd to 20mph form the start of
the site entrance in line with Oxfordshire’s Vision Zero aims.

As part of the application there should be a shared footway built along Warwick Road on
the same side on the site that connects to the existing footway at Roman Fields Ave. At
this location a Sparrow crossing or Toucan crossing should be placed to connect to the
share footway on the opposite side of Warwick Road. A similar crossing is also needed



from the site entrance to access the adjacent site and shared footway. Also the
uncontrolled crossing north of Nickling Rd should be upgraded to signals and the poor
design of the shared use on the west side of the crossing should be improved (peds and
cycles must travel north before being able to go sound, or risk going through a verge)

We have concerns over the distance to the nearest primary school. Nickling Place bus
stops will serve the nearby primary schools, so a contribution should be made to make
sure that the bus timing and routing enable parents and children to use the bus.

Steps down from Warwick Rd to the Sainsburys is needed, as the current informal
access will lead to injury.

There should also be footway improvements along Warwick Road, including drop kerbs
and prioritising pedestrians and cycle at crossing points (such as across Walker Rd), so
there is a safe and continuous off carriageway cycle lanes/shared used between the site
and the North Oxfordshire Academy, which is the nearest secondary school to the site
and the nearby sites, who failed to make any improvements.
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We would also request that the developer financially contributes towards construction of
Route 4 of the Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) in particular the
A422/ B4100 Warwick Road as the Southam Rd/Woodgreen Ave roundabout section,
which is unavoidable when trying to access the town centre, places of work in the east
of Banbury and the train station. This is a major blocker for cycling in town, but BATS
are aware that OCC have a cost design for this location, so it can be built soon.



