
From: Ellie Gordon  
Sent: 29 April 2026 18:01 
To: Planning <Planning@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk> 
Subject: Objection to application 26/00781/OUT 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello, I have received an error when attempting to comment on application 
26/00781/OUT and then I found on your website it said to send comments here if 
encountering such an error. Please find my objection directly from the comment box 
and attached images below. 
 
Hanwell is once again under threat. I cannot believe how many times I am back in this 
comment box, begging and pleading for you to do something to save my home, and you 
never do. 
Our community has gone through every official channel to try and protect Hanwell. We 
have objected, emailed MPs, signed petitions, sent photo evidence of wildlife, made 
videos, protested, put up signs, and we are still not heard. This is our beloved home and 
I’ve watched it get crushed before my eyes over the last decade. 
Again and again we have been promised “this new boundary won’t be crossed, we 
mean it this time” and again and again it has been broken. 
We are a very small village, barely more than a hamlet. We are only a few hundred. You 
can walk from one end to the other in perhaps 10 minutes. 
Hundreds and hundreds of houses added is a massive violation of our village life and 
home. Someone with a lot of power appears hellbent on destroying it and my heart is 
breaking, because I have done everything that I was told to do to make it stop and it has 
only become worse. 
Our village is very old, more than 1000 years. It was built around a well, Hanal, as a 
water source. It has been safe for my whole life for children and vulnerable people until 
now. The village has been surrounded by farmland, meadows and forests. I cannot 
count the number of animals and insects and plants I know here, I am a wildlife 
photographer and I know the things that live in these fields better than any other person 
alive. There’s roe, fallow and muntjac here. Foxes, woodpeckers, wrens, rabbits, 
squirrels, pigeons, herons, mice, voles, cinnabar moths, blue tits, butterflies, bees, 
ladybirds, buzzards, kites and kestrels. I know a pair of buzzards that have lived in those 
fields for more than 5 years, and they raise a chick every year. I track the roe all year 
around, and sometimes the muntjac fall out of the hedges while I’m doing it because 
they are not very good at staying aware of their surroundings. I have seen more sunrises 
in the fields around Hanwell than all the other sunrises I’ve seen combined. I’ve been 
out in the rain, storms, wind, snow and sun to spend time with the nature here, and in 
the night, to see the Aurora and meteor showers. 
I don’t know how anyone could wish that to all be gone, but someone has, and they 
have been rapidly succeeding. You don’t understand what this place means to us, or 
you would stop this. 
There are brownfield sites to use instead. There are urban places to use instead. Not 
our wonderful, limited, shrinking nature. 



 
I have spoken about the nature being destroyed by this development, and the others 
you’ve approved. But I would like to also inform you briefly of the more human impact of 
these approvals as well. 
With the new developments you have concreted over our doorstep to build, has come a 
myriad of antisocial behaviour. Someone’s dog in our village was killed when someone 
from the developments brought two dangerous dogs into our home unrestrained. 
We now get to experience weekly break ins in the village, as people come in the night to 
break into cars and sheds to steal gardening equipment, tools and anything of value 
they find. We have this on many cameras, but you and the police don’t seem to care. 
Livestock and pets have now begun to go missing, coincidentally on the same nights 
that unknown people have been caught on security cameras loading up their car with 
suspected stolen things at an antisocial hour. 
We now have to do area cleanups, to clear all the litter and fly tipping that these 
developments have brought. They line the roads beyond Hanwell and we frequently, 
frequently, encounter sofas, fridges, beds, building materials, large toys and many 
other items dumped in our countryside. 
Sometimes we find remains of drugs, nos containers I believe, in the village along the 
road. The roads leading into the village, after dark, typically have at least one old car 
parked with young men around or inside in a manner that makes us feel unsafe. We are 
afraid to stop in case we are interrupting a drug-related situation. We even had to call 
the fire brigade once because a dropped cigarette in the countryside just outside the 
village had started a fire. 
These are all things that have come with the housing development. I can’t go out to 
photograph the Aurora safely any more at night. I won’t be able to at all with more new 
developments, there will be too much light pollution. The animals will leave and the 
plants will be killed. The safety in Hanwell will continue to deteriorate. 
 
You promised that we’d stay a village and the developments wouldn't intrude. You’re 
breaking all your promises and destroying things that matter to us, even when we plead 
with you not to, and show you how much it means to us. 
 
I can conclude only one reason, when there are many brownfield sites, urban locations 
and empty houses available. And that must be greed, and the ego that goes with it. 
 
I beg you to hear us and protect my home. I have begged before and I will do so again for 
as long as I have to, until it’s all gone, since someone seems to want it to be gone. 
Please don’t build any more around Hanwell. 
 



 
 
Sincerely,  
Ellen Gordon 
Springfields 
Hanwell 
OX17 1HG 
 


