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Comments Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Re: Application 26/00781/OUT - Land West of Warwick Road 
 
I wish to object to this application. 
 
Having reviewed the applicant's Design and Access Statement, I believe it clearly 
demonstrates why this development is inappropriate. 
 
1. Harm to the Rural Setting and Separation of Villages 
 
The applicant's own assessment confirms that the site lies within a countryside area 
characterised by "numerous small, closely spaced villages such as Hanwell and Horley". This 
highlights the importance of maintaining clear separation between settlements. 
 
Development on this site would erode that separation and contribute to the continued 
coalescence of Banbury with surrounding villages. Banbury is already visibly expanding into 
the countryside, including from viewpoints on dogwalks around Horley, and this proposal 
would significantly worsen that impact. 
 
2. Direct Harm to Horley's Character and Views 
 
The Design and Access Statement describes Horley as a small rural village with panoramic 
views and a strong historic character 
 
This proposal would directly undermine that setting by introducing a large-scale urban 
extension into the surrounding countryside, harming both the landscape and the experience 
of the village. 
 
3. Unsustainable Location 
 
The applicant claims the site is sustainable; however, their own evidence shows: 
 
Banbury town centre is approximately 3.2km away 
Primary schools are 25-35 minutes walking distance 
 
These distances are not realistic for daily use, particularly for families, meaning future 
residents will be heavily reliant on cars. 
 
This conflicts with the principles of sustainable development. 
 
4. Overdevelopment and Cumulative Impact 
 
The applicant acknowledges that Banbury has already expanded significantly along Warwick 
Road 
 
This proposal must be considered in that context. The cumulative impact of multiple 
developments is already placing pressure on infrastructure and eroding the rural setting of 



surrounding villages. 
 
5. Infrastructure is Uncertain and Insufficient 
 
The proposal relies on infrastructure improvements linked to other developments, including 
future cycleways and connections 
 
There is no guarantee these will be delivered in a timely manner, meaning the development 
would place additional strain on already stretched roads and services. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The applicant's own evidence demonstrates that: 
 
The site forms part of an important rural landscape 
The development would contribute to coalescence 
The location is not genuinely sustainable 
Banbury has already experienced significant outward expansion 
 
For these reasons, I strongly object to the application and request that planning permission 
be refused. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Catriona Harries
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