
Comment for planning application 26/00781/OUT
Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Sofie Franklin

Address Mistletoe Cottage,Church Hill,Warmington,

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments This application represents yet another significant encroachment into what has historically 
been open countryside, further eroding the distinct boundary between Banbury and its 
surrounding villages. Areas that were once clearly rural are increasingly being absorbed into 
the town, fundamentally changing their character and setting. This gradual coalescence is 
not only visually harmful but undermines the identity and heritage of these communities. 
 
Of particular concern is the cumulative impact of ongoing development on local 
infrastructure, which is already under considerable strain. Banbury is served by a single, 
relatively small hospital, which is not equipped to support the scale of population growth 
currently being permitted. Additional pressure on healthcare services risks longer waiting 
times and reduced access to care for existing residents. 
 
Local education provision is also at capacity. Secondary schools in and around Banbury are 
already oversubscribed, with some children being forced to travel significant distances, 
reportedly up to a 40-mile round trip, to secure a school place. Approving further large-scale 
housing without a clear, deliverable plan for expanding school capacity will only exacerbate 
this issue and place an unreasonable burden on families. 
 
Furthermore, road networks and local services are increasingly congested and stretched. 
Incremental developments such as this may appear manageable in isolation, but collectively 
they are transforming the area in a way that is neither sustainable nor adequately supported 
by infrastructure investment. 
 
While the need for housing is acknowledged, it must be balanced against the capacity of 
existing services and the preservation of rural character. This proposal fails to demonstrate 
how the necessary infrastructure improvements will be delivered in step with development, 
rather than lagging behind it. 
 
For these reasons, I strongly object to this application and urge the planning authority to 
reconsider the long-term impact of continued expansion in this area without the 
corresponding infrastructure to support it.
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