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Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Linda Griffiths

David Collingwood-Turner

Fairways Cottage,Church Lane,Hanwell,Banbury,0X17 1HN
Objection

neighbour

I am writing to formally object to the proposed development of 200 houses on agricultural
land.

Farmland should not be reclassified or treated as "grey belt" to justify development. It plays
a vital role in food production, environmental stability, and the preservation of rural
character. Allowing housing developments on unspoilt farmland-while previously developed
or underused urban land remains available-sets a concerning precedent and undermines
responsible planning principles.

This proposal risks eroding local food security at a time when resilience in domestic
agriculture is increasingly important. Once productive land is lost to development, it cannot
be easily restored. In addition, such development would damage natural habitats that
support wildlife already under significant pressure from ongoing habitat loss.

While I appreciate that others will address the strain on infrastructure and local services, it is
worth noting that approving developments in unsuitable locations only compounds these
pressures, rather than resolving them in a sustainable way.

Planning policy should prioritise the regeneration of brownfield sites and protect greenfield
land wherever possible. Weakening these protections in favour of short-term development
risks long-term harm to both the environment and the community.

I urge the council to reject this proposal and to uphold planning policies that safeguard
farmland, support sustainable development, and protect local biodiversity.
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