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systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
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Type of Comment  Objection
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Comments am writing to formally object to the proposed development of approximately 200 houses on 
prime agricultural land near the village of Hanwell. 
 
My objections are based on several serious concerns regarding sustainability, infrastructure 
capacity, environmental impact, and the long-term character of the local area. 
 
1. Loss of valuable agricultural land 
The site in question is productive farmland. Its development would represent a permanent 
loss of high-quality agricultural land, which is increasingly important for food production and 
environmental resilience. 
 
2. Infrastructure already under strain 
Local services are already struggling to cope with current demand. Schools in the area are at 
or near capacity, healthcare provision is stretched, and roads are increasingly congested. 
Adding a large new housing development would place further unsustainable pressure on 
already limited infrastructure. 
 
3. Water supply and pressure concerns 
There are existing issues with water pressure in the area. A development of this scale would 
likely worsen these problems, and it is unclear whether local utilities have the capacity to 
support additional demand without significant upgrades. 
 
4. Traffic congestion and road safety 
The additional traffic generated by 200 new homes would significantly increase congestion 
on already busy local roads. This raises concerns not only about journey times but also 
pedestrian safety, particularly for children and cyclists.  Not to mention the narrow road in 
Hanwell being used as a 'rat run' due to congestion elsewhere. 
 
5. Impact on wildlife and biodiversity 
The land supports local wildlife and forms part of a wider rural ecosystem. Development 
would result in habitat loss and fragmentation, reducing biodiversity and negatively affecting 
local flora and fauna. 
 
6. Light pollution and loss of rural character 
A large housing estate would introduce increased light pollution into what is currently a 
relatively dark rural area. This would have a detrimental effect on both wildlife and the 
enjoyment of the night sky, as well as eroding the rural character of the village. 
 
7. Urban sprawl and coalescence with Banbury 
Further development in this location risks the gradual merging of the village with Banbury, 
undermining the distinct identity of the community and contributing to urban sprawl. 
 
8. Cumulative impact of development 
This proposal should not be considered in isolation. The area has already seen ongoing 
development pressure, and the cumulative impact on infrastructure, environment, and 
community wellbeing is becoming unsustainable. 
 
For these reasons, I strongly urge the planning authority to refuse this application.
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