
From: Archaeologydc - E&E <Archaeologydc@Oxfordshire.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 April 2026 12:23 
To: Planning <Planning@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Planning notification for application reference: 26/00781/OUT 

 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
Ref: 26/00781/OUT 
 
Thank you for consulting us on this application. The site lies in an area of high 
archaeological potential, which has been examined in the submitted Archaeological 
Desk-based Assessment (TVAS 2025). In summary, the proposal area lies immediately 
north of a site at Drayton Lodge Farm which recorded archaeological features dating 
from the Neolithic through to the Anglo Saxon period, with the bulk of the remains 
comprising an Anglo Saxon settlement with enclosures, pits, roundhouses, burials, 
sunken featured buildings and evidence of industrial metal working (Oxford 
Archaeology 2022). This Anglo Saxon settlement appears to have been abandoned 
when destroyed by fire. On the opposite site of Warwick Road, to the east, an 
archaeological evaluation has been carried out which recorded a Late Iron Age or Early 
Roman area of agricultural activity (MOLA 2023), and this is now subject to an 
archaeological excavation, which is recording more extensive remains. It is possible 
that the proposal site will contain further remains, particularly relating to the Anglo 
Saxon activity to the south and Iron Age – Roman activity to the east. 
 
A geophysical survey was carried out as part of the pre-application phase of works, 
which recorded no archaeological anomalies. The approved report for this survey is 
submitted with the application (TVAS 2026). These results will need to be verified via a 
staged programme of archaeological investigation.  
 
We would, therefore, recommend that, should planning permission be granted, the 
applicant should be responsible for ensuring the implementation of a staged 
programme of archaeological investigation to be maintained during the period of 
construction. This can be ensured through the attachment of a suitable negative 
condition along the lines of: 
 

1. Prior to any demolition and the commencement of the development a 
professional archaeological organisation acceptable to the Local Planning 
Authority shall prepare an Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation, 
relating to the application site area, which shall be submitted to and approved 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  

 
Reason - To safeguard the recording of archaeological matters within the site in 
accordance with the NPPF (2024). 
 
2. Following the approval of the Written Scheme of Investigation referred to in condition 
1, and prior to any demolition on the site and the commencement of the development 
(other than in accordance with the agreed Written Scheme of Investigation), a staged 



programme of archaeological evaluation and mitigation shall be carried out by the 
commissioned archaeological organisation in accordance with the approved Written 
Scheme of Investigation. The programme of work shall include all processing, research 
and analysis necessary to produce an accessible and useable archive and a full report 
for publication which shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority within two 
years of the completion of the archaeological fieldwork. 
 
Reason – To safeguard the identification, recording, analysis and archiving of heritage 
assets before they are lost and to advance understanding of the heritage assets in their 
wider context through publication and dissemination of the evidence in accordance 
with the NPPF (2024). 
 
If the applicant contacts us at the above address, we shall be pleased to outline the 
procedures involved, provide a brief upon which a costed specification can be based. 
 
 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Oxfordshire County Archaeological Services  
 
 
 
 


