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Comments Objection to Proposed Trinity College Housing Development (Land near Hanwell and Horley, 
Banbury) 
 
I wish to register a strong objection to the outline application submitted by Trinity College 
for the development of approximately 200 homes on land adjacent to Hanwell and within the 
Parish of Drayton. 
 
The most immediate concern relates to the profound impact this proposal would have on the 
landscape and visual amenity of the immediate area, which is already undergoing a spate of 
new builds, including the forthcoming Vistry development directly opposite.  
 
The site currently forms part of an open, rural setting that contributes to the distinct 
character of Hanwell, Horley, Drayton and the approach from Banbury. Replacing this with 
another dense housing scheme would introduce yet another incongruous suburban form into 
the countryside, fundamentally altering key views and diminishing the sense of openness 
that defines the locality. Once lost, this character cannot be restored. 
 
In addition, the ecological value of the site should not be underestimated. Prime agricultural 
land, hedgerows and field boundaries provide important habitats and wildlife corridors that 
support numerous bird species, a wide variety of mammals - including deer, badgers, foxes, 
field mice, shews, etc - and crucial pollinators. The scale of the proposed development would 
inevitably result in habitat destruction, fragmentation and a gross loss of biodiversity, even 
where mitigation is proposed. 
 
The application would also lead to the loss of Grade 2a agricultural land, which is recognised 
as being among the best and most versatile for farming. At a time when food production and 
land stewardship are increasingly important, the permanent loss of such high-quality 
farmland to yet another housing development is both unnecessary and completely 
unsustainable. 
 
Of particular concern is the timing of this application. It has been brought forward ahead of 
the forthcoming Cherwell Local Plan, which is intended to guide development in a 
coordinated and evidence-based manner. Submitting a scheme of this magnitude prior to the 
adoption of the updated plan gives the impression of an attempt to bypass the proper plan-
led process. This undermines strategic planning and limits the ability of the Council and local 
communities to make informed decisions about appropriate locations for growth. 
 
There is also a broader question of housing need. The Banbury area has already seen 
considerable recent development, and infrastructure, services, surgeries and schools are 
under great strain. Approving further large-scale housing without a clear and demonstrable 
need risks exacerbating these pressures. 
 
Moreover, there is growing evidence that new-build housing does not always serve local 
buyers. Recent data from April 2026 indicates that as little as 10% of new homes are 
reaching the open market for individual owner-occupiers, with many instead being acquired 
by investors or bulk purchasers. This raises serious doubts about whether this development 
would genuinely meet local housing needs or simply contribute to speculative supply where 
the money is. 



 
In conclusion, this proposal is poorly timed, environmentally damaging and unsupported by 
a clear local need. It would erode the rural character of the area, harm biodiversity, remove 
valuable agricultural land and pre-empt the proper planning framework set out in the 
emerging Local Plan. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully request that the application be unequivocally refused. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Alexandra Adams
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