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Comments I write to formally object to the proposed outline planning application for the construction of 
200 dwellings on land near Hanwell, Banbury. 
 
First and foremost, the development would result in significant and irreversible harm to the 
landscape and visual character of the area. This site forms part of an attractive and largely 
unspoilt rural setting that contributes meaningfully to the character and identity of the 
villages of Hanwell, Horley and Drayton, and their surroundings.  
 
Introducing a large-scale housing estate into this landscape would urbanise what is currently 
open countryside, eroding views, tranquillity and the settings of the nearby villages. Such 
change cannot be adequately mitigated through landscaping alone and would represent a 
permanent degradation of the local environment. 
 
The ecological implications are equally concerning. The site supports a range of wildlife 
habitats typical to this part of Oxfordshire, including hedgerows, field margins and open land 
that provide corridors and shelter for birds, deer, small mammals and invertebrates. 
Development at this scale risks habitat fragmentation and biodiversity loss, contrary to the 
principles of environmental protection and enhancement that should underpin responsible 
planning. 
 
The loss of agricultural land is another serious issue. This classification denotes high-quality, 
versatile Grade 2a and Grade 3 farmland that is increasingly scarce and valuable, 
particularly in the context of current food security and sustainable land use. The 
unnecessary sacrifice of such land for speculative housing development is short-sighted and 
impossible to justify. 
 
It is also deeply concerning that this application has been submitted in advance of the 
forthcoming Cherwell Local Plan. This gives the clear impression that the applicant is 
attempting to pre-empt the proper, plan-led process by 'slipping in' a major development 
before updated strategic policies and housing allocations are agreed and finalised. Such an 
approach undermines public confidence in the planning system and risks circumventing a 
fair, democratic and evidence-based assessment of where development should occur. 
 
Furthermore, there is no compelling evidence that additional housing of this scale is required 
in this location at this time. Banbury and the surrounding area have already experienced 
substantial recent housing growth, placing pressure on infrastructure, services, schools, 
surgeries and the local road network. The cumulative impact of continued expansion must be 
properly considered, rather than allowing piecemeal developments to proceed unchecked. 
 
It is also important to question whether new housing supply is genuinely addressing local 
need. Recent data from April 2026-albeit a high estimate-suggests that only around 10% of 
new build homes in the UK reach the open market for individual owner-occupiers. A 
significant proportion is instead absorbed by investors or institutional buyers. This raises 
legitimate concerns about whether developments such as this will meaningfully contribute to 
meeting local housing needs, or simply inflate housing numbers without delivering real 
community benefit. 
 
In summary, this proposal represents an inappropriate and premature development that 



would: 
* Cause substantial harm to landscape character and visual amenity 
* Threaten local wildlife and biodiversity 
* Result in the loss of valuable Grade 2a agricultural land 
* Pre-empt the emerging Cherwell Local Plan 
* Add to existing housing pressures without clear evidence of need 
* Potentially fail to deliver meaningful access to housing for local people 
 
For these reasons, I strongly urge the Council to refuse this application. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Derek Adams
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