
Comment for planning application 26/00781/OUT
Application Number 26/00781/OUT

Location Land West Of Warwick Road Banbury

Proposal Erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage
systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from
Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Linda Griffiths  
 

Organisation
Name Dan Bayley

Address 122 Alma Road,Banbury,OX16 4RQ

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments 1) Principle of development  
 
The site appears to be outside Banbury's built-up area boundary and outside any housing 
allocation in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan. 
Cherwell policies (e.g. Policy Villages 1-4 and countryside protection policies) strictly control 
new housing in the open countryside. This proposal would be an unallocated urban extension 
and is therefore contrary to the development plan. 
 
Previous applications on or adjoining this land were turned down on similar grounds. Nothing 
has changed to justify approval now. 
 
As such the application MUST demonstrate "exceptional circumstances" and they have failed 
to do so. 
 
2) Loss of Best and Most Versatile  agricultural land 
 
Land west of Warwick Road is typically high-quality BMV farmland. The National Planning 
Policy Framework requires councils to avoid BMV land where possible.  
Cherwell has sufficient allocated sites and brownfield opportunities to meet housing need 
without sacrificing productive farmland. 
 
3) Highway safety / traffic impact 
 
Access is proposed directly from Warwick Road which is already a busy route. 
 
200 dwellings could generate hundreds of new vehicle movements per day (not to mention  
construction traffic). The applicant must prove no severe impact and has not done so. 
I note, previous refusals on this land cited highway concerns.  
 
Such a large development with a single access point creates safety risks and congestion, 
especially at peak times. 
 
4) Insufficient infrastructure and services 
 
200 homes  will add pressure to Banbury's already stretched schools, GPs, dentists, and 
utilities. 
The application does not demonstrate that local infrastructure has capacity or that necessary 
upgrades are in place. 
 
Cherwell has a history of approving large sites without timely infrastructure delivery which is 
now bringing the local infrastrcuture to a point where it can no longer cope. 
Many existing local people are already suffering, struggling to get access to key services, 
etc. 
 
Banbury has already absorbed large housing growth, and the council has a habit of 
approving without investing in infrastructure and the strategic plans point to 2030 and 2040. 
This is an unallocated site and adds pressure without strategic justification. 
 



As such it is premature relative to the strategy and not suistainable without prior investment 
in the region, including improvements in healthcare, schools, infrastrcuture, etc.   
 
5) Landscape, visual impact and harm to rural character 
 
The open agricultural fields west of Warwick Road form part of the rural setting of both 
Banbury and Drayton village. 
Even at outline stage, the scale will urbanise a prominent green entrance to the town and 
erode the countryside gap. 
This conflicts with Cherwell's landscape character policies and requirements to protect valued 
landscapes. 
 
6) Biodiversity and ecological harm 
 
While mitigation is proposed, it is unproven and, greenfield development will cause 
irreversible habitat loss with no gaurantees around the mitigations. The claimed net gain is 
not properly substantiated, unproven, and without any gaurantees.  
Policies require avoidance of harm first and compensation should be a last resort. 
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