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1 INTRODUCTION 
  
 
1.1 This report describes a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit carried out on proposals for an outline planning 

application for circa 200 dwellings, with a newly formed vehicular access point off Warwick Road, 
Banbury at the request of Adam Barrett, Oxfordshire County Council, the Overseeing 
Organisation Project Sponsor.  The Road Safety Audit was carried out during February 2026. 

 
 
1.2 The Road Safety Audit Team membership approved by Adam Barrett; the Overseeing 

Organisation Project Sponsor was as follows: 
 

Audit Team Leader 
Bryan Shawyer, BEng (Hons), MSc, MCIHT, MSoRSA 
National Highways Approved RSA Certificate of Competency  

 
Audit Team Member 
Martin Morris, PGD, MCIHT, MSoRSA 
National Highways Approved RSA Certificate of Competency  

 
 

1.3 The Road Safety Audit took place at the Gillingham Office of M & S Traffic during February 2026.  
The Road Safety Audit was undertaken in accordance with the Road Safety Audit Brief provided by 
Isobel Drohan, Paul Basham Associates, The Lambourn, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 
OX14 1UJ, as approved by Adam Barrett, for Oxfordshire County Council. The Audit team was 
satisfied that the brief and subsequent documents provided were sufficient to undertake the Road 
Safety audit. 
 
The Road Safety Audit comprised an examination of the documents provided, and these are listed 
in Appendix A. The documents consisted of: 
 

• Description of the scheme. 

• Design drawings. 

• Draft Transport Assessment. 
 
The Audit Team visited the site together on the 10th February 2026 between 12:00 and 12:30. During 
the site visit the weather was overcast and the existing road surface was wet.  Traffic flows were 
low and free flow speeds were moderate.  There were no pedestrian or cyclist movements observed 
during the site visit.   
 
 

1.4 The terms of reference of the Road Safety Audit are as described in GG119. The Road Safety 
Audit Team has examined and reported only on the road safety implications of the scheme as 
presented and has not examined or verified the compliance of the designs to any other criteria. 

 
 
1.5 All comments and recommendations are referenced to the detailed design drawings, and the 

locations have been indicated on the A3 plan supplied with the Road Safety Audit Brief in Appendix 
B. 
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1.6 It is proposed that the development will be accessed via a newly formed priority junction along 
Warwick Road (B4100), positioned in the approximate location of the existing agricultural access 
and approximately 135m north of the access for the consented application for up to 170 dwellings 
at Land to the east of Warwick Road (application reference: 23/00853/OUT). The proposed access 
would be in the form of a bellmouth measuring 6.0m wide with 10.0m radii and a 3.0m wide shared 
footway/cycleway on the southern side, which accords with the guidance set out in OCC’s Street 
Design Guide. 

 
  Additionally, an emergency access is proposed to the south of the development access that 

includes a shared use footway/cycleway. 
 
 
1.7 The Road Safety Audit Brief did not identify any Departures from Standards. 
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2 SAFETY ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS AUDITS  
 
 

2.1 No previous safety audits were submitted for assessment.   
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3 ITEMS RAISED AT THE STAGE 1 AUDIT  
 

 
3.1 General 

 
 

3.1.1  PROBLEM 
 
Location: A (drawing 537.0006-0001 P02) Proposed access. 

 
Summary: Inappropriate speed limit could increase the risk of side impact collisions, vehicle to 
pedestrian collisions or collisions with parked vehicles. 
 
A national speed limit currently applies to this section of Warwick Road, where no lower speed limit 
signage is proposed on entry to the development.  This could lead to inappropriate vehicle speeds 
within the residential development, that will likely be designed for a lower speed.  Inappropriate 
vehicle speeds could increase the risk of side impact collisions, vehicle to pedestrian collisions, or 
collisions with parked vehicles. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that a lower speed limit be installed on entry to the junction. 
 
  

3.1.2 PROBLEM 
 
Location: B (drawing 537.0006-0001 P02) Warwick Road. 

 
Summary: Inappropriate speed limit and increased vehicle movements could increase the risk of 
side impact collisions or rear end shunts. 
 
A national speed limit currently applies to this section of Warwick Road, where it is likely that the 
development will become an attractor, effectively changing the nature of Warwick Road.  There is 
concern that a national speed may give rise to vehicles approaching the junction at inappropriate 
speeds, which could lead to side impact collisions or rear end shunts. 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that a lower speed limit be applied to Warwick Road. 
 
 

3.1.3 PROBLEM  
 
Location: C (drawing 537.0006-0001 P02) Proposed access. 
 
Summary: Existing ditch and lack of restraint system could increase severity of a loss of control 
collision. 
  
The proposed access traverses an open ditch, where no details of ditch accommodation or piping 
have been provided, or barriers to prevent incursion into the ditch.  Should vehicles leave the 
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carriageway, the severity of a loss of control collision could be increased if a vehicle enters the 
ditch.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that a road restraints risk assessment for local roads be undertaken to 
determine whether protection is needed and that protection be installed should the assessment 
show that it is required. 
 
 

3.2 Junctions 
 
 

3.2.1 PROBLEM 
 
Location: D (drawing 537.0006-0003 P02) Proposed emergency access. 
 
Summary: Restricted visibility could increase the risk of side impact collisions. 
 
This section of Warwick Road is currently subject to a national speed limit.  No details relating to 
the visibility splays at the emergency access have been provided for assessment.  There is concern 
that low tree canopies could increase the risk of side impact collisions, particularly in the spring or 
summer months. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that appropriate visibility splays are maintained, so that they are clear and free 
of obstructions. 

 
 

3.3 Non-Motorised User (NMU) Provision 
 

 
3.3.1 PROBLEM  

 
Location: E (drawing 537.0006-0001 P02) Proposed access. 
 
Summary: Drainage ditch could compromise pedestrian safety. 
 
The proposed footway places pedestrians close to the edge of a drainage ditch, where there are 
no proposals to fence off the ditch, which could lead to pedestrians falls and injury.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that details of how the ditch is to be accommodated or barriered off should be 
provided for assessment at Stage 2 Road Safety Audit. 

 
 
 

 
.    
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3.3.2 PROBLEM  
 
Location: F (drawing 537.0006-0001 P02) Proposed access with Warwick Road. 
 
Summary: Lack of onward travel between proposed and existing facilities could result in vehicle 
to pedestrian/cyclist collisions. 
 
No detail of onward travel provision is shown for pedestrians or cyclists.  This could lead to slip, trip 
or fall injury, or result in partially sighted pedestrians not being aware of the footway end.  Further, 
pedestrians may enter the carriageway increasing the risk of vehicle to pedestrian collisions.  
Additionally, drivers may not be expecting cyclists to re-join the carriageway which could result in 
late braking and collisions between vehicles and cyclists. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that wayfinding be reviewed at this location to ensure onward travel 
requirements are clear to all users.   
 
 

3.3.3 PROBLEM  
 
Location: G (drawing 537.0006-0003 P01) Proposed emergency access with Warwick Road. 
 
Summary: Lack of onward travel between proposed and existing facilities could result in vehicle 
to pedestrian/cyclist collisions. 
 
No detail of onward travel provision is shown for pedestrians or cyclists.  This could lead to slip, trip 
or fall injury, or result in partially sighted pedestrians not being aware of the footway end.  Further, 
pedestrians may enter the carriageway increasing the risk of vehicle to pedestrian collisions.  
Additionally, drivers may not be expecting cyclists to re-join the carriageway which could result in 
late braking and collisions between vehicles and cyclists. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that wayfinding be reviewed at this location to ensure onward travel 
requirements are clear to all users.   
 
 

 
  





 

 

APPENDIX A  
 
 

List of drawings and documentation submitted for auditing:  
 
 

Drawing Number Title 
 

537.0006-0001 P02 
 

SITE ACCESS DESIGN AND VISIBILITY SPLAYS 

537.0006-0002 P01 
 

SITE ACCESS VEHICLE TRACKING 

537.0006-0003 P01 
 

EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS AND SHARED 
FOOTWAY/CYCLEWAY DESIGN AND TRACKING 
 

  
Supporting documentation: 

 

• Road Safety Audit Brief (ref: 537.0006/RSA/1), Paul Basham Associates, February 2026. 

• Location Plan. 

• Draft Transport Statement, Paul Basham Associates, January 2026. 

• Covering emails, Paul Basham Associates. 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

APPENDIX B  
 
Plan attached showing the locations of the problems identified as part of this audit (location 
numbers refer to paragraph numbers in the report).  
 
 
 



 

 

 

   



 

 

 
 


