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1. Introduction 
1.1 Background 

This Health Impact Assessment (HIA) has been prepared by the Savills Health and Social Impact 
Assessment team within the Environment & Infrastructure department, on behalf of Trinity College, 
Oxford (hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’), in support of the outline planning application, with 
all matters reserved except for access, for the following: ‘erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated 
public open space, sustainable urban drainage systems, pedestrian and cycle connections, 
associated infrastructure, and access from Warwick Road. All matters reserved except for access.’ 
(the ‘proposed development’). 

1.1.1 HIA is a process to identify and assess the potential health outcomes (both adverse and beneficial) 
of a proposed project, plan or programme and to deliver evidence-based recommendations that 
maximise health gains and reduce or remove potential negative impacts on health and wellbeing. 

1.1.2 In this instance, the purpose of this HIA has been to investigate, address and assess potential health 
risks to the host community directly attributable to what is proposed, to iteratively test healthy urban 
design features associated with the proposed development to support the existing neighbouring 
community, and to communicate how the project aligns with and is supportive of local health and 
wellbeing priorities. 

1.2 Report structure 

1.2.1 The remainder of the HIA is structured as follows: 

▪ Section 2: Policy and Legislative Context; 
▪ Section 3: Approach and Methodology; 
▪ Section 4: Health Evidence Base; 
▪ Section 5: Project Profile; 
▪ Section 6: Health and Wellbeing Baseline; 
▪ Section 7: Assessment; 
▪ Section 8: Mitigation and Monitoring; and 
▪ Section 9: Conclusion. 
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2. Policy and Legislative Context 
2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 This section presents the national and local legislative and policy requirements pertinent to the 
assessment of health. On the basis that a wide range of environmental, social and economic factors 
have the potential to influence health, many local policies which relate to these determinants are 
also relevant to health. However, to ensure a focused list of relevant policies and to avoid duplication 
of policies pertinent to the inter-related technical reports that inform the HIA, the policies referenced 
in this section have been selected only if they explicitly mention health and/or wellbeing and are 
directly relevant to the proposed development. 

2.2 National policy and guidance 

National Planning Policy Framework 

2.2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local 
Government, 2024) sets out the planning policies for England. 

2.2.2 Promoting healthy and safe communities is a central theme, whereby the NPPF states that planning 
policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which promote social 
interaction (including opportunities for meetings between people who might not otherwise come into 
contact with each other), are safe and accessible, and enable and support healthy lifestyles 
(paragraph 96). 

2.2.3 Furthermore, the NPPF (paragraph 98) states that to provide the social, recreational and cultural 
facilities and services that communities need, planning policies and decisions should: 

▪ plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities and other local 
services;  

▪ take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to improve health, social and 
cultural wellbeing;  

▪ guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services;  
▪ ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and modernise, and 

are retained for the benefit of the community; and  
▪ ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, economic uses and 

community facilities and services.  

2.2.4 Paragraph 101 further states that to ensure faster delivery of other public service infrastructure, such 
as healthcare infrastructure, delivery partners and statutory bodies are to plan for required facilities 
and resolve key planning issues before applications are submitted. Importantly, the NPPF 
emphasises how substantial weight should be placed on the importance of new, expanded or 
upgraded public service infrastructure when considering proposals for development. 

National Planning Practice Guidance 

2.2.5 The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government, 2022) supports the NPPF and provides guidance across a range of topic areas, 
including ‘healthy and safe communities’. It is recognised in the NPPG that the design and use of 
the built and natural environments, including green infrastructure are major determinants of health 
and wellbeing, whereby a “healthy place” is one which: 

▪ supports and promotes healthy behaviours and environments and facilitates a reduction in 
health inequalities for people of all ages;  
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▪ will provide the community with opportunities to improve their physical and mental health, and 
support community engagement and wellbeing; 

▪ is inclusive and promotes social interaction; and 
▪ meets the needs of children and young people to grow and develop, as well as being adaptable 

to the needs of an increasingly elderly population and those with dementia and other sensory 
or mobility impairments. 

2.3 Local policy and guidance 

2.3.1 Relevant local policy and guidance documents comprise the following: 

▪ Adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 (incorporating Policy Bicester 13) (Cherwell 
District Council, 2016);  

▪ Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 Proposed Submission document (Regulation 19 December 
2024) (Cherwell District Council, 2024); and 

▪ Oxfordshire HIA Toolkit (Future Oxfordshire Partnership, 2021). 

2.3.2 Following the approach outlined within Section 3, local elements of the above documents pertinent 
to health and wellbeing in the context of the proposed development are outlined in more detail below. 

Adopted Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 (incorporating Policy Bicester 
13) 

2.3.3 The Cherwell Local Plan 2011–2031 sets out a strategic framework for sustainable growth across 
the district, with a strong emphasis on improving quality of life and addressing social inequalities. 
Through its policies, the Plan aims to enhance health and wellbeing by promoting access to 
healthcare facilities, supporting regeneration in areas of deprivation, and encouraging active 
lifestyles via improved open space and recreation provision. It recognises the role of planning in 
shaping environments that support physical and mental health, and seeks to ensure that 
development contributes positively to community cohesion, social inclusion, and the reduction of 
health disparities. 

2.3.4 Policy BSC 5: “Area Renewal” notes that “We [the Council] will support area renewal proposals that 
direct investment to improve the physical and community fabric of the District to improve social 
outcomes, improve health and well-being, educational attainment and employment outcomes.” 

2.3.5 Policy BSC 8: “Securing Health and Well-Being” states that the “Council will support the provision 
of health facilities in sustainable locations which contribute towards health and well-being including 
the replacement of the Bicester Community Hospital.” 

2.3.6 Policy ESD 15: “The Character of the Built and Historic Environment” states that, amongst other 
things, “New development proposals should: be designed to deliver high quality, safe, attractive, 
durable and healthy places to live and work in….” and integrate and enhance green infrastructure 
whereby “Well designed landscape schemes should be an integral part of development proposals 
to support improvements to biodiversity, the micro climate, and air pollution and provide attractive 
places that improve people’s health and sense of vitality.” 

2.3.7 Policy INF 1: “Infrastructure” states that “Development proposals will be required to demonstrate 
that infrastructure requirements can be met including the provision of transport, education, health, 
social and community facilities.” 

Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 (Regulation 19) 

2.3.8 The Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 builds upon previous strategies with a renewed focus on 
creating healthy, inclusive and sustainable communities. It integrates health and wellbeing as a core 
objective, embedding Healthy Place Shaping principles throughout its spatial strategy and policy 
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framework. The Plan promotes access to healthcare, active travel, high-quality green infrastructure, 
and well-designed neighbourhoods that support physical activity, mental wellbeing, and social 
connectivity. It also seeks to address health inequalities by ensuring that development contributes 
to improved health outcomes, particularly in areas of need, and by fostering environments that 
enable healthier lifestyles for all residents.  

2.3.9 Although the Regulation 19 Local Plan is not yet adopted and therefore holds no planning weight, 
draft policies relevant to health and wellbeing have been noted below for completeness, and as they 
indicate the future direction of policy in the area. 

2.3.10 Draft Policy CSD 15: “Green and Blue Infrastructure” recognises the link between health and 
wellbeing and the natural environment. It requires proposals to demonstrate where multifunctioning 
green and blue infrastructure can promote health and wellbeing in the local community. 

2.3.11 Draft Policy CSD 16: “Air Quality” notes that “development should seek to improve air quality to 
protect the health and wellbeing of all end users.” 

2.3.12 Policy CSD 17: “Pollution and Noise” states that development “will not be permitted if it results in an 
unacceptable risk to public health or safety, the environment, general amenity or existing uses due 
to the potential of air pollution, noise nuisance, vibration, odour, light pollution, surface/ground water 
sources or land pollution.” 

2.3.13 Draft Policy COM 14: “Achieving Well Designed Places” states that “new development proposals 
shall: [inter-alia]  

▪ Be designed to deliver high quality, safe, attractive, durable and healthy places for living and 
working; […] 

▪ Demonstrate a holistic approach to the design of the public realm to create high-quality and 
multi-functional streets and places that promotes pedestrian movement and integrates different 
modes of transport, parking and servicing. The principles set out in The Manual for Streets and 
Streets for a Healthy Life should be followed; […]  

▪ Integrate and enhance green infrastructure and incorporate biodiversity enhancement features 
Well-designed landscape schemes should be an integral part of development proposals to 
support improvements to biodiversity, the micro-climate, and air pollution and provide attractive 
places that improve people’s health and sense of vitality;” 

2.3.14 Draft Policy COM 15: “Active Travel – Walking and Cycling” acknowledges that active travel 
contributes to good health and notes that the Council will support development proposals which 
encourage active travel through suitable improvements to the public realm. 

2.3.15 Draft Policy COM 18: “Creating Healthy Communities” states that the “Council will support and 
promote developments that aim to reduce health inequalities, promote healthier lifestyles and 
improve the health and wellbeing of our existing and new communities more generally by requiring 
all major developments to: [inter-alia] 

▪ Be supported by an appropriate and proportionate Health Impact Assessment; […] 
▪ Contribute towards shaping healthy communities by demonstrating that they adhere to the 

following principles to deliver high-quality sustainable places:  
▪ Address the projected health and wellbeing needs of an area, including addressing health 

inequalities and avoiding and mitigating any adverse health and sustainability impacts; 
▪ Design in opportunities for people to be more active e.g. street layout and public realm to 

encourage walking and cycling as modes of transport, open spaces/green spaces for play 
and recreation, sports and leisure;  

▪ Enable good mental wellbeing through reducing social isolation and loneliness by 
encouraging social community infrastructure and opportunities for people to meet and 
connect with one another; 
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▪ Enable access to green spaces and connection with nature and heritage to promote 
physical and mental health and wellbeing and to deliver multiple benefits for people, place 
and the environment; 

▪ Provide diversity in the residential offer that improves accessibility, affordability and 
promotes inter-generational connectivity and lifetime neighbourhoods, and 

▪ Make it easier for people to make healthier food choices by promoting access to fresh, 
healthy and locally sourced food, for example by providing opportunities for food growing.” 

Oxfordshire HIA Toolkit 

2.3.16 Oxfordshire’s strategic vision states that: “We want Oxfordshire to thrive so that the lives of current 
and future generations are improved. To achieve this will require bold, innovative, collaborative and 
inclusive thinking with decisions and actions that deliver real and lasting change in ways that build 
resilience and enhance well-being”. 

2.3.17 The Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire County Council, 2021) was approved by the Future 
Oxfordshire Partnership for use by all six Oxfordshire Local Authorities in January 2021, and issued 
with a “Briefing Note for Local Planners” on its objective and application.  

2.3.18 The toolkit is being implemented when Oxfordshire’s district council planning departments are 
determining any ‘major development’ within their district, and the requirement is filtering down to 
form both a distinct Policy and Validation requirement on major and area specific developments 
within the individual District Local Plans. 

2.3.19 The Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire County Council, 2021) states that the HIA methodology 
consists of the following five stages, which are described in more detail below: 

▪ description of the proposed development; 
▪ identification of population groups affected by the development; 
▪ identification of geographical area and associated health needs and priorities; 
▪ assessment of health and recommendations; and 
▪ monitoring. 

Description of the proposed development 

2.3.20 The HIA should describe the physical characteristics of the site of the proposed development and 
surrounding area, including the current use. The aims and objectives of the project should be stated, 
and the final operational characteristics of the project should be described. The report should also 
include the policy context, particularly if there are any relevant polices that protect and promote 
health and wellbeing. 

Identification of population groups affected by the development 

2.3.21 The HIA should consider which groups of the existing population would be affected by the proposed 
development as most proposals will not affect all individuals or groups across a community in the 
same way. By understanding the composition of a local population, groups most vulnerable to 
impacts and opportunities resulting from a proposed development can be identified, addressed and 
further considered in the decision making process. 

2.3.22 The following groups for consideration include: 

▪ sex/gender related groups; 
▪ age related groups; 
▪ groups at higher risk of discrimination, or other social disadvantage; 
▪ income related groups; and 
▪ geographical groups and/or settings. 
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Identification of geographical area and associated health needs and priorities 

2.3.23 The HIA should consider the geographical areas affected by a proposed development, and link these 
to the health priorities identified by the Local Planning Authority. Identifying localised health priorities 
will enable a HIA to focus on the key issues for a particular location of a development, ensuring the 
HIA is targeted and appropriately scoped to best support the delivery of local health priorities and 
objectives, and afford the most health benefit.  

Assessment 

2.3.24 As detailed in the Oxfordshire HIA Toolkit, the typical health priorities with the potential to be 
influenced by a proposed development, and expected to be assessed, include: 

▪ housing; 
▪ physical activity; 
▪ healthy food environments; 
▪ air quality; 
▪ noise; 
▪ traffic and transportation; 
▪ crime and anti-social behaviour; 
▪ economy and employment; 
▪ education and skills; 
▪ local natural environment and access to green spaces; and 
▪ access to services.  

2.3.25 A series of assessment tables, as outlined in Table 2-1, should be completed for each of the health 
priorities identified as relevant to a proposed development to guide the user through a process of 
establishing a baseline of the existing situation, building an evidence base around health impacts 
associated with a health priority, and identification of likely effects (positive and negative), as well as 
the population groups likely to experience these effects. 

Table 2-1: Assessment table format 

Step Activity to undertake 

Baseline Include a description of the baseline as applicable to the priority theme. 

Evidence Build an evidence base as applicable to the priority theme. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

Include evidence or feedback relevant to the priority theme, derived from stakeholder 
engagement activities. 

Health effects 
Describe potential health effects due to the proposed development to arise; identify 
beneficial and adverse effects; identify population groups likely to experience these 
effects. 

Summary 
Summarise the identified impacts and recommendations for minimising adverse 
effects, or maximising opportunities for benefits. 

Source: The Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire County Council, 2021) 

Monitoring 

2.3.26 The HIA should include a set of recommendations that are linked to the impacts identified by the 
assessment. The implementation of these recommendations should be monitored by the Local 
Planning Authority and the extent to which the HIA has influenced the decision making process 
evaluated. 
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3. Approach and Methodology 
3.1 Approach 

3.1.1 The assessment of health and wellbeing impacts applies a broad socio-economic model of health 
(see Figure 3-1) that encompasses conventional health impacts such as disease, accidents and 
risk, along with wider health determinants vital to achieving good health and wellbeing such as 
employment and local amenity. It addresses both physical and mental health outcomes, and also 
considers equality and social impacts where possible. 

Figure 3-1: The determinants of health and wellbeing in our neighbourhoods 

 

Source: A health map for the local human habitat (Barton & Grant, 2006) 

3.1.2 The assessment methodology follows a source-pathway-receptor model to identify and assess 
population and health effects that are plausible and directly attributable to the proposed 
development. As shown in Table 3.1, a hazard source by itself does not constitute a health risk. It is 
only when there is a hazard source, a sensitive receptor and a pathway of exposure that there is a 
potential risk to human health. The same is true for potential health benefits where a positive 
influence must be present alongside a pathway of exposure and a receptor for there to be a potential 
health improvement. 
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3.1.3 Where a source-pathway-receptor linkage exists, it is then the nature of the specific hazard source 
or positive influence; the magnitude of impact via the pathway of exposure; and the sensitivity of the 
receptor that will determine what level of health risk or benefit is predicted, if any. 

Table 3.1: Source-pathway-receptor model 

Source Pathway Receptor Plausible 
health 
impact? 

Explanation 

x ✓ ✓ No There is not a clear source from where a potential health 
impact could originate. 

✓ x ✓ No The source of a potential health impact lacks a means of 
transmission to a population. 

✓ ✓ x No Receptors that would be sensitive or vulnerable to the 
health outcome are not present. 

✓ ✓ ✓ Yes Identifying a source, pathway and receptor does not 
mean a health outcome is a likely significant effect; 
health impacts should be assessed (describing what 
effect will occur and its likelihood) and likely health 
effects are then evaluated for significance. 

Source: Health in Environmental Impact Assessment – A Primer for a Proportionate Approach (IEMA, 2017) 

3.1.4 When defining potential population and health determinants associated with a project, it is also 
useful to consider three broad domains of public health:  

▪ health protection (i.e. environmental objective thresholds set to be protective of health);  
▪ health promotion (i.e. ways in which to support healthy lifestyles, improve socio-economic 

status and address inequality); and  
▪ healthcare (i.e. provision, effectiveness and equity of access to healthcare services). 

3.2 Methodology 

3.2.1 As referenced in Section 2.3 (Local policy and guidance), the Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire 
County Council, 2021) has been used to inform the methodology of this report. The Oxfordshire HIA 
toolkit lists the following themes for assessment: 

▪ housing; 
▪ physical activity; 
▪ healthy food environments; 
▪ air quality; 
▪ noise; 
▪ traffic and transportation; 
▪ crime and anti-social behaviour; 
▪ economy and employment; 
▪ education and skills; 
▪ local natural environment and access to green spaces; and 
▪ access to services.  
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4. Health Evidence Base 
4.1.1 As detailed in the Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire County Council, 2021), the following health 

evidence base documents are considered to be relevant and have informed the HIA: 

▪ Transport, health and wellbeing: An evidence review for the Department for Transport (NatCen 
Social Research, 2019); 

▪ Spatial Planning for Health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places 
(Public Health England, 2017); 

▪ Local action on health inequalities: Increasing employment opportunities and improving 
workplace health (Public Health England, 2014); 

▪ Is work good for your health and wellbeing? (Waddell & Burton, 2006); 
▪ What makes us healthy? An introduction to the social determinants of health (The Health 

Foundation, 2018); 
▪ Review of Interventions to Improve Outdoor Air Quality and Public Health (Public Health 

England, 2020); 
▪ Health Matters: Air Pollution (Public Health England, 2018); 
▪ Mortality effects of long-term exposure to air pollution in the UK (COMEAP, 2010); 
▪ Understanding the health impacts of air pollution in London (King's College London, 2015); 
▪ Commission on pollution and health (The Lancet, 2017); 
▪ National Planning Policy Framework (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 

2024); 
▪ Professional Practice Guidance on Planning & Noise (Institute of Acoustics, 2017); 
▪ Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE) (Defra, 2010); 
▪ Good practice guide on noise exposure and potential health effects (European Environment 

Agency, 2010); 
▪ Environmental Noise Directive, Directive 2002/49/EC (European Commission, 2002); 
▪ Strategies for Encouraging Healthier ‘Out of Home’ Food Provision (Public Health England, 

2017); 
▪ Healthy High Streets: Good place-making in an urban setting (Public Health England, 2018); 
▪ A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment (HM Government, 2018); 
▪ Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation (HM Government, 2015); 
▪ Health and the natural environment: A review of evidence, policy, practice and opportunities for 

the future (European Centre for Environment and Human Health, 2018); 
▪ Safer Oxfordshire Partnership Strategic Intelligence Assessment (Insight Oxfordshire, 2020); 
▪ Secured by Design: Homes (Secured by Design, 2019); 
▪ The nature of violent crime in England and Wales: Year ending March 2020 (ONS, 2021); 
▪ Modern Crime Prevention Strategy (Home Office, 2016); 
▪ Social disadvantage, crime, and punishment (Newburn, 2016); 
▪ Fair Society, Healthy Lives, The Marmot Review, A Strategic review of health inequalities in 

England post-2010 (Marmot, 2010); 
▪ An overview of lifestyles and wider characteristics linked to Healthy Life Expectancy in England: 

June 2017 (ONS, 2017); 
▪ Health at a Glance 2019: OECD Indicators (OECD , 2019); 
▪ Local action on health inequalities: Improving access to green spaces (Public Health England, 

2014); 
▪ Links between natural environments and mental health: Evidence briefing (Natural England, 

2016); 
▪ Fuel poverty statistics (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2022); 
▪ Improving access for all: Reducing inequalities in access to general practice services (NHS 

England, 2018); 
▪ Planning for Sport Guidance (Sport England, 2019);  
▪ Reimagining community services: Making the most of our assets (The King's Fund, 2018);  
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▪ Health on the High Street 2015 (Royal Society for Public Health, 2015);  
▪ A Healthier Place: The impact of the Food for Life programme (Food for Life, 2016); and 
▪ NHS England’s “Premises Principles of Best Practice Part 1 Procurement & Development” 

(BMA, 2025). 
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5. Project Profile 
5.1 Site description, setting and context 

5.1.1 The current site comprises undeveloped agricultural land and covers an area of 11.12 hectares. The 
site is located to the west of Warwick Road (A4100) and is approximately 3 km from Banbury town 
centre.  

5.1.2 Agricultural fields bound the site to the north and west. Immediately south of the site lies Roman 
Fields, a residential development of 320 homes approved in 2020 (Application Ref. 18/01882/OUT), 
with reserved matters consented in 2022 (Application Ref. 22/02357/REM) under its Local Plan 
allocation (Banbury 18).  

5.1.3 To the east, outline permission for 170 homes was granted at appeal in July 2024 (Application Ref. 
23/00853/OUT), with a reserved matters application currently under consultation (Application Ref. 
25/02285/REM).  

5.1.4 A further 350‑home scheme to the south‑east (Application Ref. 12/01789/OUT; and 15/00462/REM), 
allocated as Banbury 5, was approved between 2015 and 2017 and is now complete. Taken 
together, these recent developments establish a clear pattern of growth and the site represents a 
logical continuation of the built form to the north of the town. 

Figure 5-1: Framework Masterplan 
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5.2 Project description summary 

5.2.1 The description of the proposed development, for an outline planning application with all matters 
reserved except access, is as follows: 

“erection of up to 200 dwellings, associated public open space, sustainable urban drainage systems, 
pedestrian and cycle connections, associated infrastructure, and access from Warwick Road. All 
matters reserved except for access”. 

5.3 Study area 

5.3.1 Environmental health determinants (such as changes to air quality and noise exposure) typically 
have a local distribution pattern, where the hazards are limited by their concentration and physical 
dispersion characteristics. Likewise, changes in transport nature and flow rate have a particular 
distribution on the local road network.  

5.3.2 As baseline data is limited to administrative boundaries, collection of demographic and physical 
health data (relevant to environmental health determinants) focusses on Cropredy, Wroxton & 
Shennington Middle Layer Super Output Area (MSOA), which the proposed development is located 
within.  

5.3.3 Socio-economic health determinants (such as employment and related income generation) have a 
wider geographic scope of influence than environmental health determinants due to the willingness 
to commute significant distances to work. While data is collected at the MSOA level for context, the 
focus for socio-economic baseline statistics should be on Cherwell district. For all determinants, data 
is also collected at Oxfordshire (county) level and England (national) level as relevant comparators.  
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6. Health and Wellbeing Baseline 
6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 Different communities have varying susceptibility to health and wellbeing effects (both adverse and 
beneficial) as a result of social and demographic structure, behaviour and relative economic 
circumstance. 

6.1.2 The aim of the following information is to outline the local health and socio-economic circumstance 
of the communities living within Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA and Cherwell. It should 
be noted that the description of the whole population, and of the populations within the study area, 
do not exclude the probability that there will be some individuals or groups of people who do not 
conform to the overall profile. 

6.2 Demography, deprivation and socio-economic 
circumstance 

6.2.1 Figure 6-1 shows the age structure of Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA in comparison to 
the national average. As shown, there is a lower proportion of the population (both male and female) 
in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA aged 0-49 years old compared to the national average. 

Figure 6-1: Age structure 

 

Source: Nomis Population Estimates/Projections (local authority based and small area) (Nomis, 2022) 

6.2.2 The age structure (both male and female) in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA is elderly, 
with a noticeably pinched in 0 to 44 age cohort, and a significantly higher proportion of those aged 
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50 to 85+.  Such age structures can be symptomatic of a lack of affordable housing, and tend to 
increase the frequency, complexity and cost of health and social care.  

6.2.3 As outlined in paragraph 5.3.3, while socio-economic data is collected at the MSOA level for context, 
the focus for socio-economic baseline is on Cherwell, as socio-economic health determinants have 
a wider geographic scope of influence. As shown in Table 6.1, all indicators at both the MSOA and 
district level show a better socio-economic circumstance than the national average.  

6.2.4 For five out of seven indicators analysed (income deprivation, child poverty, older people in poverty, 
unemployment and long-term unemployment), Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA also has 
better socio-economic circumstance when compared to the Oxfordshire average. For Cherwell 
District, this is only the case for fuel poverty. 

Table 6.1: Deprivation and socio-economic circumstance 

Indicator Date 
Cropredy, 
Wroxton & 
Shennington 

Cherwell 
District 

Oxfordshire England 

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) score 2019 15.1 14.4 11.7 21.7 

English Indices of Deprivation (EID, 
Income deprivation) 

2019 4.4 7.6 6.9 12.9 

Child poverty (Income Deprivation 
Affecting Children Index (IDACI)) 

2019 5.0 10.5 10.1 17.1 

Older people in poverty (Income 
Deprivation Affecting Older People Index 
(IDAOPI)) 

2019 5.3 8.8 8.1 14.2 

Fuel poverty (low income, low energy 
efficiency methodology) 

2023 11.2 9.0 9.6 11.4 

Unemployment 2024/25 1.5 2.3 2.2 4.1 

Long-term unemployment (per 1,000 
working age population) 

2024/25 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.5 

Key: 

 Better than the England average 

 Worse than the England average 

Source: Department of Health and Social Care Local Authority Health Profiles (DHSC, n.d.); DHSC Local 
health, public health for small geographic areas (DHSC, n.d.) 

6.3 Life expectancy and physical health 

Life expectancy 

6.3.1 Figure 6-2 shows time-series data, spanning 2011-13 to 2021-23 for life expectancy (LE) and healthy 
life expectancy (HLE) (i.e. the number of years spent in good health) for Oxfordshire (the lowest 
geography HLE data is available for) and England. In Cherwell, the LE for females and males has 
consistently been higher than the national average but lower than the Oxfordshire trend data since 
2011.   
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6.3.2 Both male and female LE and HLE in Oxfordshire has been consistently higher than the national 
average. Both male and female LE in Oxfordshire shows an increasing trend from 2011-13 to 
2021-23, and whilst HLE has fluctuated more throughout the time period, overall HLE also shows 
an increasing trend from 2011-13 to 2021-23.  

Figure 6-2: Life expectancy and healthy life expectancy 

 

 

 

 

Source: Department of Health and Social Care Local Authority Health Profiles (DHSC, n.d.) 
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Hospital admissions  

6.3.3 Figure 6-3 shows emergency hospital admissions for Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA and 
all relevant comparators. 

6.3.4 Emergency hospital admissions for all causes in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA is 
comparable to that of Oxfordshire, and lower than all other relevant comparators.  

6.3.5 When analysing specific health outcomes, the same is true for stroke admissions in Cropredy, 
Wroxton & Shennington MSOA.  

6.3.6 Emergency hospital admissions for coronary heart disease, heart attack and COPD in Cropredy, 
Wroxton & Shennington MSOA is lower than all relevant comparators. In the absence of emergency 
hospital admission data for cancer, the statistics relating to the incidence have been collected at the 
district level. The incidence of all cancer in Cherwell is slightly greater than the county and national 
comparators, and may be a feature of the greater elderly population . 

Figure 6-3: Emergency hospital admissions and cancer incidence statistics 

 

 

Source: DHSC Local health, public health for small geographic areas (DHSC, n.d.); N.B. Emergency hospital 
admissions data are Standardised Admissions Ratio (SAR) for the years 2016/17-2020/21 
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Mortality 

6.3.7 Figure 6-4 shows standardised mortality rates for Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA and all 
relevant comparators. 

6.3.8 Mortality rates from all causes within Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA are marginally lower 
than the Cherwell and England averages, but higher than the Oxfordshire average.  

6.3.9 When analysing specific health outcomes, mortality rates from respiratory disease in the MSOA are 
lower than all relevant comparators. 

6.3.10 The mortality rates from cancer, cardiovascular disease, coronary heart disease in the MSOA are 
all lower than the England average and comparable to the Cherwell and Oxfordshire averages, 
whilst the mortality rate from stroke is comparable to the England average and higher than all other 
relevant comparators. 

Figure 6-4: Mortality statistics 

  

Source: DHSC Local health, public health for small geographic areas (DHSC, n.d.); N.B. Mortality rate data 
are Standardised Mortality Rate (SMR) for the years 2019-23 

6.4 Mental health, lifestyle and behavioural risk factors 

6.4.1 Table 6.2 shows the hospital stays for self-harm and suicide rates, which are indicative of mental 
health. Hospital stays for self-harm within Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA are lower for all 
relevant comparators. Cherwell is the lowest geography for which suicide rate statistics are 
available; the rate of suicide in Cherwell is higher than the Oxfordshire average, and lower than the 
England average. 
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6.4.2 Table 6.2 also shows lifestyle and behavioural risk factors in children and adults. When analysing 
lifestyle and behavioural risk factors of children, the prevalence of overweight children (including 
obesity) in Reception and Year 6 age children, and the prevalence of obesity (including severe 
obesity) in Year 6 is lower in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA than all relevant comparators.  

6.4.3 However, the prevalence of obesity (including severe obesity) in Reception age children is 
marginally higher in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA than the Cherwell average, but lower 
than the Oxfordshire and England averages.  

6.4.4 In terms of the adult population, hospital stays for alcohol attributable conditions is lower in Cropredy, 
Wroxton & Shennington MSOA than all comparators. Cherwell is the lowest geography for which 
statistics relating to overweight or obese adults, and the percentage of adults who are physically 
active, are available for. The percentage of the population in Cherwell who are overweight or obese 
is lower than the national average. The percentage of the population in Cherwell who are physically 
active is consistently higher than the national average.  

Table 6.2: Mental health, lifestyle and behavioural risk factors 

Indicator Date 
Cropredy, 
Wroxton & 
Shennington 

Cherwell Oxfordshire England 

Mental health 

Suicide rate (per 100,000 population) 2022-24 n/a 10.5 9.4 10.9 

Intentional self-harm: emergency 
hospital admissions 

2016/17 
- 20/21 

66.2 92.4 98.9 100.0 

Lifestyle and behavioural risk factors 

Hospital admissions for alcohol 
attributable conditions, narrow 
definition 

2016/17 
- 20/21 

68.2 72.6 73.7 100.0 

Reception prevalence of obesity 
(including severe obesity) 

2021/22 
- 23/24 

8.2 8.1 7.9 9.6 

Reception prevalence of overweight 
(including obesity) 

2021/22 
- 23/24 

18.4 19.7 19.4 21.9 

Year 6 prevalence of obesity (including 
severe obesity) 

2021/22 
- 23/24 

15.8 19.9 18.7 22.7 

Year 6 prevalence of overweight 
(including obesity) 

2021/22 
- 23/24 

31.6 34.0 32.1 36.7 

Percentage of adults classified as 
overweight or obese 

2023/24 - 64.3 58.6 64.5 

Percentage of physically active adults 2023/24 - 69.6 73.9 67.4 

Key: 

 Better than the England average 

 Worse than the England average 
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Source: Department of Health and Social Care Local Authority Health Profiles (DHSC, n.d.); DHSC Local 
health, public health for small geographic areas (DHSC, n.d.) 

6.5 Local healthcare capacity 

6.5.1 The site is located within NHS Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West ICB - 10Q 
Oxfordshire. Within this Sub-ICB there is a total of 60 FTE GPs (per 100,000 population), covering 
a population of 828,025 (NHS Digital, 2025). This equates to an average list size of 1,659 patients 
per GP, which is lower than the target list size of 2,000 patients per GP defined in NHS England’s 
“Premises Principles of Best Practice Part 1 Procurement & Development”, which is what is 
considered the necessary limit for effective workload management as a basis for the delivery of safe, 
high-quality patient care (BMA, 2025). 

6.5.2 There are no GP facilities within 1.2 miles (or 2km)1, the upper limit of what is considered a walkable 
distance, and catchment of the proposed development. However, there are four GP practices within 
2.5 miles (4 km) of the proposed development. Table 6.3 shows these GP facilities, the number of 
FTE GPs and patients, and the resultant calculated patient to GP ratio. Based on the data, the 
Hightown Surgery has core capacity for an additional 3,566 patients. Additionally, this GP facility is 
listed on the Primary Care Utilisation and Modernisation Fund 2025 to 2026 (Department of Health 
and Social Care, 2025) a one off capital investment programme to improve primary care capacity 
and capability.  

Table 6.3: Local healthcare facilities within 2.5 miles of the proposed development 

Practice 
code 

Name 
Distance 
(miles) 

Number 
of 
patients 

FTE 
GPs 

Patients 
per GP 

Listed for 
Funding 

Additional 
core 
capacity 

K84024 Windrush Surgery 1.9 9,073 4.3 2,113 No 0 

K84028 Banbury Cross 
Health Centre 

2.1 42,279 19.8 2,131 No 0 

K84062 Woodlands Surgery 2.3 9,879 4.5 2,205 No 0 

K84059 Hightown Surgery 2.5 12,380 8.0 1,553 Yes 3,566 

Total 3,566 

 

6.6 Adult Social Care and Children’s Services  

6.6.1 There is a rising demand for both adults social care and children's services which is placing 
increasing pressure on local budgets. Based on the Cherwell Housing Strategy 2025 to 2030 
(Cherwell District Council ) there is an overall constrain on housing supply, with high demand for 
affordable homes all whilst having a shortfall in specialised children’s homes. There is a dominance 
of private providers, high placement costs, and the ongoing issue of children being placed more than 
20 miles from home due to limited local provision. To address the lack of children's homes 
specifically, the council is pursuing: 

▪ Refurbishment Programs: Reconfiguring existing properties to meet specific support needs; 
▪ Joint Bidding: Working with other Oxfordshire authorities to share the financial risk of opening 

new residential provisions; and  

 
1 1.2 miles is equivalent to 2 km (i.e. the upper limit of what is considered a walkable distance between primary facilities and residential 
areas, with the greatest potential to replace short car trips) (DfT, 2007) 
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▪ Developer Obligations: Using Section 106 agreements to ensure new large-scale housing 
developments include infrastructure that supports social services. 

6.7 Health and wellbeing baseline summary 

6.7.1 In summary, indicators relating to socio-economic circumstance show that the population living 
within Cherwell have better socio-economic circumstance than the national average. Socio-
economic circumstance in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA is better than Cherwell, 
although the population living in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA has a higher IMD score 
and a higher proportion of the population living in fuel poverty compared to both Cherwell and 
Oxfordshire. 

6.7.2 Hospital admissions data shows better health circumstance in Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington 
MSOA is better than all relevant comparators. Mortality data shows better health circumstance in 
Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA than the national average, with the exception of stroke 
mortality which is comparable to the national average. Mortality rates from respiratory disease in 
Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA is notably better than all relevant comparators. 

6.7.3 Indicators that relate to weight and physical activity are better at MSOA level (if data is available) or 
for Cherwell compared to the national average. Indicators relating to mental health and substance 
abuse are also better than the national average. 

6.7.4 Analysis of local primary healthcare facilities shows that there are no GP facilities within walking 
distance of the proposed development, but there is 3,566 spare core capacity when considering 
facilities within 2.5 miles of the proposed development, of which has also secured modernisation 
funding. 

6.7.5 Overall, it is considered that the population living within the study area are not particularly sensitive 
to environmental and/or socio-economic changes associated with the proposed development.  

6.8 Local health priorities 

6.8.1 To further support the health and wellbeing baseline presented, the local health priorities identified 
by Oxfordshire are summarised.   

Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2023-2030) 

6.8.2 The Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2023-2030) (Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing 
Board, 2023) outlines the following relevant strategic objectives across various life stages and 
categories: 

▪ Start Well: 
▪ Priority 1: The best start in life. All children in Oxfordshire should experience a healthy 

start to life and be ready for school, especially in our most deprived communities. 
▪ Priority 2: Children and young people’s emotional wellbeing and mental health. More 

children and young people in Oxfordshire should experience good mental health and 
emotional wellbeing. 

▪ Live Well: 
▪ Priority 3: Healthy people and healthy places. The length and quality of people’s lives in 

Oxfordshire should not be negatively impacted by exposure to tobacco, alcohol, or 
unhealthy weight. People in Oxfordshire should live in healthy environments where they 
can thrive free from these harms. 

▪ Priority 4: Physical activity and active travel. Residents of Oxfordshire should be able to 
remain active throughout their lives, especially in our most deprived areas.  
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▪ Age Well: 
▪ Priority 5: Maintain independence. We will support more older residents to remain 

independent and healthy, for longer. We will ensure they are always treated with dignity 
and are fully valued. 

▪ Priority 6: Strong social relationships. Everyone in Oxfordshire should be able to flourish 
by building, maintaining, and re-establishing strong social relationships. We want to 
reduce levels of loneliness and social isolation, especially in rural areas.  

▪ Building Blocks of Health: 
▪ Priority 7: Financial wellbeing and healthy jobs. All of Oxfordshire’s people should have 

good living standards and financial wellbeing. Our local economy should be inclusive, 
equitable, and fair and everyone should be able to contribute through life-long learning 
and good quality and stable work. 

▪ Priority 8: Climate change and health. The health and care system in Oxfordshire should 
take action to reduce climate change and the impacts of climate change on people’s 
health. 

▪ Priority 9: Healthy homes. Everyone should have access to quality, affordable, and energy 
efficient homes which support their health and wellbeing. Social, private rented, and new 
build homes should be of a good material standard and maintained to prevent health 
issues.  

▪ Priority 10: Thriving communities. We will support and enable all communities to play their 
key role delivering better health and wellbeing for people across Oxfordshire. 

6.8.3 Based on local priorities, key urban design interventions should include increasing the supply of 
affordable housing to help rebalance the age profile, alongside embedding age‑, dementia‑ and 

neurodiversity‑friendly design features to support the district’s existing population 
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7. Assessment 
7.1.1 The assessment provided in Table 7-1 to Table 7.11 appraises the potential health and wellbeing 

impacts following the requirements set out in the Oxfordshire HIA toolkit (Oxfordshire County 
Council, 2021).  

7.1.2 As previously stated, the assessment is structured by the following criteria: 

▪ housing; 
▪ physical activity; 
▪ healthy food environments; 
▪ air quality; 
▪ noise; 
▪ traffic and transportation; 
▪ crime and anti-social behaviour; 
▪ economy and employment; 
▪ education and skills; 
▪ local natural environment and access to green spaces; and 
▪ access to services.  

7.1.3 Each theme comprises several criteria and guide the user through a process of establishing a 
baseline of the existing situation, building an evidence base around health impacts associated with 
a health priority, and identification of likely effects (positive and negative), as well as the population 
groups likely to experience these effects. 
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Table 7-1: Assessment of housing  

Section Response 

Baseline 

As detailed in Section 5: Project Profile, the current site is undeveloped agricultural land. The site is located approximately 3.5km 
northwest of Banbury town centre and 700m southwest of Hanwell village centre.   

 

At the wider MSOA and district level, as shown in Table 6.1, all indicators at both the MSOA and district level show a better socio-
economic circumstance than the national average. For five out of seven indicators analysed (income deprivation, child poverty, older 
people in poverty, unemployment and long-term unemployment), the Cropredy, Wroxton & Shennington MSOA also has better socio-
economic circumstance when compared to the Oxfordshire average. For Cherwell District, this is only the case for fuel poverty. 

Hence, when considering the housing baseline locally, the majority of the population in the study area have a living environment 
which is better than the national average. 

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4 is applicable to the assessment of housing:  

• PHE, Spatial Planning for Health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places; 

• Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Fuel Poverty Statistics; 

• NPPF (Chapters 5, 8 and 12); and 

• The Health Foundation, What makes us healthy? An introduction to the social determinants of health. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Consultation Section of the Planning Statement provides a full account 
of stakeholder engagement.  

Health effects 

The proposed development seeks to provide up to 200 dwellings of which the affordable mix will be informed by Cherwell District 
Council. The following affordable mix is proposed as part of the proposed development and aligns with pre-application comments: 

• 1-bed 25-30% (request is for maisonettes, houses and/or bungalows, rather than flats); 

• 2-bed 25-30% (request is for houses, rather than flats or maisonettes); 

• 3-bed 30-35%; and 

• 4+-bed 15-20%. 
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Section Response 

Furthermore, it is proposed that 50% of the affordable units would be M4(2) and 1% of the affordable units would be M4(3), as 
encouraged by the Developer Contributions SPD.  

 

Additionally, subject to agreement with the Oxfordshire County Council and agreement on funding support the Council may be able to 
provide, the applicant is exploring the potential for a proportion of the affordable housing provision to be offered to support Children’s 
Services through the provision of children's home(s). 

 

As the planning application is in outline, the market housing mix is not confirmed at this time. It is anticipated that the proposed 
dwellings would provide a good, balanced mix of house types, consisting of a range of two, three and four+ bedroom dwellings, in 
accordance with local policy and guidance.  

 

Moreover, as stated within the Outline Energy and Sustainability Statement, the proposed development will reduce energy use 
through passive and active design measures. This includes a fabric first approach, specifying efficient active systems and the 
integration of renewables to achieve a high carbon reduction.  

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

Individuals within lower income groups would benefit from the provision of the affordable housing. 

Summary 
Overall, the proposed development is designed as a place for inclusive living, whereby the housing mix caters for all types of 
residents as well as being more energy efficient and sustainable. 

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that there would be a net increase in housing as well as more energy efficient and sustainable housing, no further health 
specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended.  
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Table 7-2: Assessment of physical activity 

Section Response 

Baseline 

As illustrated in Table 6.2, the percentage of adults who are physically active in the district study area is higher than the national 
average but slightly lower than Oxfordshire.  The increasingly aged demographic further frames the value of age and dementia 
friendly urban design.  

 

The existing pedestrian and cycle infrastructure is present approximately 415m south of the existing access point to the site. As 
detailed in the Transport Statement, multiple pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure improvements are proposed to be delivered as part 
of the consented applications to the south and east of the site. It is proposed that a footway/cycle path connecting into the existing 
pedestrian infrastructure along Warwick Road will be provided as part of the 23/00853/OUT application. As further discussed in the 
Transport Statement, the site is well situated for accessing public transport and has pedestrian and cycle links available, especially 
through the consented developments, which offer opportunities for active travel.  

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of physical activity:  

• The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (Chapter 3); 

• Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation; 

• Health and the natural environment: A review of evidence, policy, practice and opportunities for the future; and 

• Spatial planning for health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 

Health effects 

The proposed development seeks to provide play areas on site along with pedestrian and cycle access throughout the site. As stated 
in the Travel Plan, secure covered cycle storage would be provided for residents to encourage cycling to and from the site. As 
presented in the DAS, the proposed development seeks to deliver neurodiverse‑friendly places and spaces, incorporating intuitive 
wayfinding elements designed to support people of all ages, including individuals living with dementia, which can help encourage 
physical activity in future residents.  

 

Through the implementation of the Travel Plan, the proposed development seeks to reduce single‑occupancy car trips by 10% within 
5 years of 50% occupation and encourage active travel. While the Travel Plan supports sustainable travel choices, it is acknowledged 
that there is a challenge regarding access to healthcare services, as these are not within walking distance, and further consideration 
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Section Response 

is needed in relation to access to local schools. To help mitigate these issues, the Travel Plan will provide residents with Welcome 
Packs, maps, and digital tools, along with clear information on available public transport services and opportunities for active travel. 

 

Additionally, the site is approximately 14 minute walk from Orchard Park that is located southeast of the existing site access, which 
provides a significant amount of open natural space for physical activity. As presented in the Framework Masterplan, the consented 
development to the south of the site (known as Roman Fields site) has the provision of sports pitches which would benefit the broader 
community as well. The proposed development would seek to provide connection points to link the site to the Roman Fields site to the 
south.  

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

Children, young people, the elderly and individuals with existing mental health conditions would benefit from the proposed 
development by encouragement of active modes of transport, On this basis, there are no differential or disproportionate negative 
effects on vulnerable groups when assessing physical activity opportunities. 

Summary 
In summary, the proposed development is well linked to pedestrian and cycle routes and provides play areas for physical activity and 
recreation. Encouragement of physical activity and healthy behaviour, while incorporating age and dementia friendly design, supports 
the proposed development in facilitating good health and wellbeing and helps residents to navigate the site and stay active.  

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that the proposed development encourages physical activity, no material adverse health and wellbeing impacts are 
considered likely and thus no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended. 
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Table 7-3: Assessment of healthy food environments 

Section Response 

Baseline 

The existing site comprises agricultural land. 

 

The number of fast food outlets per 100,000 population in Cherwell district is 99.2, which is better than the 115.9 national average 
(Office for Health Improvement & Disparities, 2025). Cherwell district has a greater number of fast food outlets per 100,000 population 
when compared to Oxfordshire, which has a value of 79.6. 

 

As detailed in Table 6.2, the prevalence of overweight children and obesity within children (in Reception and Year 6, including severe 
obesity) in the MSOA are lower than all relevant comparators. Regarding the adult population, the percentage of adults classified as 
overweight or obese in Cherwell is lower than national averages but higher than the county averages. 

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of healthy food environments:  

• PHE, Strategies for Encouraging Healthier ‘Out of Home’ Food Provision; 

• PHE, Healthy High Streets Good place-making in an urban setting; 

• NPPF (Chapters 7, 8 and 12); 

• Royal Society for Public Health, Health on High Street; and  

• A Healthier Place: The impact of the Food for Life programme. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement  provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 
No specific comments were made with regards to health and wellbeing impacts associated with healthy food environments.  

Health effects 

The proposed development is residential and does not include provision of food stores, restaurants or fast food outlets. The proposed 
development does however, seek to provide allotments/orchards on the southeast corner of the site, complemented further with 
private gardens, offering opportunity for residents to access and grow their own food, thereby positively contributing to healthy food 
environments.  

This is an overarching urban design feature, where the consented Roman Field site, also seeks to provide allotments and orchards as 
part of the development. 
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Section Response 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

On the basis that the proposed development does not constitute the addition of any new fast food outlets, but provides local 
opportunities for residents to grow and access healthy nutrition(from private garden provision and allotments/orchards), there would 
be a community health benefit, with particular value to people with mental health challenges, older people, those on low-income 
households, and families with children. 

Summary 
As the proposed development does not create an increase in fast food outlets or unhealthy food environments, no adverse health and 
wellbeing impacts are anticipated. Rather, the provision of allotments/orchards would provide a benefit to all, and particularly those 
with mental health challenges, older people, low-income households, and families with children. 

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that the proposed development would not impact upon or compound access to, or uptake of unhealthy food choices, and 
embeds opportunities to healthier behaviours, no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are required. 
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Table 7-4: Assessment of air quality 

Section Response 

Baseline 

As illustrated by Figure 3-1, the air quality environment is a key determinant of good health and wellbeing across communities. A 
review of baseline conditions in the vicinity of the Site indicated no exceedances of the relevant air quality objectives protective of 
health. When further considering local health burdens(Figure 6-3, Figure 6-4) with current and future residents from within the area 
having better respiratory health, the baseline is not considered particularly sensitive to changes in air quality. The Site is not located 
within an existing Air Quality Management Area. The closest Air Quality Management Area to the Site is the Cherwell District Council 
Air Quality Management Area No.1, which is located circa 3.3km to the south east and was declared for the potential exceedances of 
the annual mean and 1-hour mean nitrogen dioxide air quality objective. 

Evidence 

The following evidence, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of air quality:  

• PHE, Review of interventions to improve outdoor air quality and public health; 

• PHE, Health Matters: Air Pollution; 

• Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollutants (COMEAP); 

• Understanding the health impacts of air pollution in London, King’s College London; 

• The Lancet Commission on pollution and health; and 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (Chapters 4, 9, 13 and 15). 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 
No specific comments were made with regards to health and wellbeing impacts associated with air quality. 

Health effects 

As discussed in the Air Quality Assessment, with the implementation of appropriate, best-practice mitigation measures, the 
construction phase of the proposed development is expected to have negligible impact on air quality, with no measurable effects on 
human health.  

 

A detailed operational phase road traffic emissions assessment was undertaken to consider the impact of development-generated 
road traffic on local air quality at identified existing receptor locations. During the operational phase, NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 levels are 
not expected to exceed relevant air quality objectives protective of human health. On this basis, it is not expected that the operational 
phase of the development will have any material adverse health effects. Predicted pollutant concentrations across the site were 
assessed against the relevant air quality objectives to determine its suitability for residential use. All predicted concentrations were 
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Section Response 

below the applicable objectives, and the Site is therefore considered suitable for the proposed residential development from an air 
quality perspective. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

While children, the elderly and individuals with existing health conditions are more susceptible to changes in local air quality, air 
quality objective thresholds are not anticipated to be exceeded, and therefore these more vulnerable groups are not considered to be 
differentially or disproportionately affected. 

Summary 
As the air quality for the proposed development is expected to remain well within objective thresholds protective of human health, no 
material adverse health and wellbeing impacts are considered likely. 

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that air quality will remain well below objective thresholds protective of health, no material adverse health and wellbeing 
impacts are considered likely, and no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended with regard to 
the air quality environment. 
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Table 7-5: Assessment of noise 

Section Response 

Baseline 

The Noise Impact Assessment accompanying this planning application sets out the baseline noise environment. In summary, the 
main source of environmental noise is traffic noise from Warwick Road. As discussed in the Noise Impact Assessment, the baseline 
noise survey was undertaken in April 2022 to support a residential development to the east of the site (ref.23/00853/OUT). 
Measurements were taken at a single location adjacent to Warwick Road and were deemed appropriate to be used for the proposed 
development. The measured average noise level (LAeq,T) during the daytime was 70dB and the night-time average was 61dB. 

 

Non acoustic health impacts arising from changes in noise levels are complex, and vary by source, timing, duration, magnitude and 
further by receptor group, but are largely associated with changes in hypertension, which is a risk factor for wider cardiovascular 
health. As detailed in the health baseline emergency hospital admissions rates associated within the MSOA study area for coronary 
heart disease, heart attack and stroke are better than all relevant comparators.   

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4 , is applicable to the assessment or noise:  

• Institute of Acoustics, Professional Practice Guidance on Planning and Noise; 

• Defra, Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE); 

• European Environment Agency, Good practice guide on noise exposure and potential health effects; 

• NPPF (Chapter 15); and  

• European Commission, Environmental Noise Directive. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 
No specific comments were made with regards to health and wellbeing impacts associated with changes in noise. 

Health effects 

It is anticipated that the change in noise during the construction phase of the proposed development would be temporary, intermittent 
in nature and limited to daytime periods. As such, potential health pathways are limited to daytime annoyance (with no sleep 
disturbance or significant cardiovascular risk from temporary changes in hypertension).  

Following the implementation of standard construction mitigation, any potential adverse health and wellbeing impacts are unlikely in 
the construction phase. Mitigation measures to manage the noise impacts created during construction should be agreed through a 
conditioned Construction Environmental Management Plan. 
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For the operational phase, the Noise Impact Assessment considers the noise from Warwick Road on a notional receptor located 10m 
from the site boundary. The external daytime noise levels would be 63 dB LAeq,16h for outdoor living areas located closest to and direct 
line of sight to Warwick Road. It is anticipated that the traffic noise level would exceed the guidance on noise levels in external 
amenity areas (55 dB LAeq,16h) and mitigation measures are recommended. It is proposed that gardens be located on the screened 
side of dwellings in the first instance, and if this is not possible, should gardens face onto Warwick Road, then localised barriers 
around the gardens are proposed. 

 

Internal noise levels for daytime and night-time were 63 dB LAeq,16h and 54dB LAeq,8h, respectively. As per the BS8233 guidance, the 
Noise Impact Assessment further assumes a 15 dB loss through a partially open window which results in an internal noise levels for 
daytime and night-time of 48 dB LAeq,16h and 39 dB LAeq,8h, respectively. The maximum night-time internal noise would be 43 dB LAFmax. 
The Noise Impact Assessment states that it is likely that the criteria for internal noise levels would be exceeded (35dB LAeq,16h for the 
daytime and 30dB LAeq,8h and 45dB LAF,max for the night-time). To achieve the daytime and night-time criteria, it is proposed to include 
double glazing and two acoustic trickle ventilators for dwellings closest to Warwick Road.  

 

Through the use of proposed design measures, including screening gardens with dwellings, use of localised barriers around gardens, 
double glazing and two acoustic trickle ventilators, acceptable external and internal noise levels that manage risk and are supportive 
of good health will be possible across the entire development. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

When identifying groups more susceptible to changes in noise levels, children, the elderly and those with existing health conditions 
can be considered more vulnerable. Construction noise will be temporary/intermittent in nature, and design and mitigation measures 
will ensure internal noise levels are limited and external amenity spaces will remain within noise level targets once occupied. On this 
basis, these vulnerable groups are not considered to be differentially or disproportionately affected. 

Summary 
In summary, it is considered that the proposed development will have low to negligible effects on noise levels for new receptors with 
the implementation of mitigation measures, and is located in a noise suitable environment that will have no material adverse health 
and wellbeing impacts. 

Mitigation/enhancement 

Assuming appropriate construction mitigation measures are agreed upon, and that noise levels remain protective of human health 
and wellbeing following the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures outlined in the Noise Impact Assessment during the 
operational phase of the proposed development, no material adverse health and wellbeing impacts are considered likely. On this 
basis, no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended. 
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Table 7-6: Assessment of traffic and transportation  

Section Response 

Baseline 

The Transport Assessment and Travel Plan accompanying the planning application sets out the current accessibility and transport 
environment for the site. There is existing agricultural access to the site on the eastern boundary onto Warwick Road, which is a 
single carriageway road. Warwick road is approximately 6.5m wide and has a speed limit of 60 mph. However, the speed is reduced 
to 40 mph approximately 300m south of the existing access location. Warwick Road provides a continuous connection to Banbury 
town centre.   

As stated in the Travel Plan, Oxfordshire County Council stated that the “walking and cycling access is moderately well established 
with connections to the existing infrastructure at Nickling Road and further south”. There are well-lit 3 m wide footways approximately 
415 m south of the existing access point, which provide a continuous link to the surrounding network and roads such as Walker Road 
towards the Sainsbury’s Local and Nickling Road to the local bus stops. The nearest bus stop to the site is located approximately 
500m (a 7-minute walk) south of the site access on Nickling Road and is entitled ‘Nickling Place’ which is served by the B9 route by 
Stagecoach. Banbury railway station can be reached in 32-minutes via a 19-minute journey on the B9 bus and 13-minutes walking (8 
minutes to the bus stop and then 5 minutes to the railway station). Banbury railway station could also be reached via a 16-minute 
cycle, with the station offering 63 cycle parking spaces in the form of sheltered Sheffield stands. Overall, the site is considered well 
located to support a range of travel modes and intermodal options.  

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of traffic and transportation:  

• Transport, Health & Wellbeing: An evidence review for the Department for Transport; and 

• PHE, Spatial planning for health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 

Health effects 

Access to the proposed development would be via a newly formed priority junction along Warwick Road, in the approximate location 
of the existing agricultural access and approximately 135m north of the access for the consented application for 170 dwellings at the 
land to the east of Warwick Road (ref: 23/00853/OUT). The Travel Plan outlines additional details on access arrangements, 
emergency access, pedestrian and cycle links. The Travel Plan further states that it aims to support a sustainable development by 
reducing the need for single occupancy vehicle trips through highlighting and promoting the use of more sustainable travel methods.  
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The objectives of the Travel Plan are to reduce single occupancy vehicle trips and their subsequent impact on the local road network; 
maximise the opportunities for travel by alternative means; promote pedestrian and cycle routes both on and off-site; promote local 
public transport; and ensure safe and easy access for all site users. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

No vulnerable groups are anticipated to be adversely affected by changes in transport patterns or flow rates. On the contrary, the 
proposed development offers opportunities to improve conditions for vulnerable groups, particularly older people, children, and 
individuals with disabilities. 

Summary 
Overall, the proposed development seeks to prioritise walking, cycling and travel by public transport, with associated health and 
wellbeing benefits. 

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that the proposed development follows healthy urban design principles and that there are no material adverse health 
and wellbeing impacts from changes in transport, no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended. 
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Table 7-7: Assessment of crime and anti-social behaviour 

Section Response 

Baseline 

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)2 crime domain (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, 2025) has been 
analysed to understand levels of crime across the study areas.  

 

The decile for the crime domain when averaging all LSOAs across Cherwell District is 7, which means that the majority of Lower 
Super Output Areas (LSOAs) across the district experience crime levels which is lower (i.e. better) than the national average. In 
comparison, the crime decile for the LSOA in which the site is located in (Cherwell 001F) is 6 which means that the LSOA 
experiences crime levels that are slightly higher than the national average. 

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of crime and antisocial behaviour:  

• Safer Oxfordshire Partnership Strategic Intelligence Assessment; 

• Secured by Design development guides; 

• NPPF (Chapter 8 and 12); 

• Home Office, Modern Crime Prevention Strategy; 

• ONS The Nature of Violent Crime in England and Wales; and 

• London School of Economics, Social disadvantage, crime, and punishment. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 
No specific comments were made with regards to health and wellbeing impacts associated with crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Health effects 
As detailed within the DAS, the proposed development incorporates Designing Out Crime principles to promote a safe, social and 
inclusive environment. This includes the creation of a closed perimeter block with a clearly defined distinction between public and 
private realms, alongside the design of open spaces that benefit from natural surveillance from surrounding homes. 

 
2 The IMD is a measure of relative deprivation for small areas (LSOAs). It is a combined measure of deprivation based on a total of 37 separate indicators that have been grouped into 
seven domains, each of which reflects a different aspect of deprivation experienced by individuals living in an area. Every LSOA in England is given a score for each of the domains and 
a combined score for the overall index. This score is used to rank all the LSOAs in England from the most deprived to the least deprived, allowing users to identify how deprived areas 
are relative to others. The list of LSOAs in England is placed in order and divided into ten equal parts, called deciles. An LSOA is in the top 10% nationally if it falls within the 10% most 
deprived areas in England, while an LSOA is in the lowest 10% nationally if it falls within the 10% least deprived areas in England. 
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Section Response 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

Improvements in the safety of a neighbourhood would benefit all members of the community, which is particularly important for the 
elderly, children/youth and minority groups vulnerable to higher levels of discrimination. This would encourage engagement with the 
urban environment; socialisation within public places and use of outdoor spaces for physical activity, social interaction and mental 
stimulation. As such, no vulnerable groups are anticipated to be adversely differentially or disproportionately affected. 

Summary 

Overall, the proposed development intends to create a safe and secure public realm which would discourage crime and anti-social 
behaviour, and embeds age and dementia friendly principles to foster greater inclusivity. This would create an environment where 
perceptions of safety are improved, barriers removed and health and wellbeing benefits for all members of the community, particularly 
the elderly, children/youth, and minority groups are optimised. 

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis that the proposed development is designed to improve safety and reduce risk of crime, and no material adverse health 
and wellbeing impacts are expected, no further health specific mitigation or enhancement measures are recommended. 
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Table 7-8: Assessment of economy and employment  

Section Response 

Baseline 

A baseline analysis of socio-economic circumstance in the MSOA and district study area is outlined in Section 6.2. As detailed within 
Table 6.1, unemployment and long-term unemployment rates in the district study area (2.3% and 0.1 per 1,000 people, respectively), 
are lower than the national average (4.1% and 0.5 per 1,000 people, respectively). Additionally, income deprivation is 4.4 in the 
MSOA and 7.6 in the district, which are both lower than the national average of 12.9. Overall, socio-economic circumstance in the 
MSOA and district study area are considered better than the national average. 

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of economy and employment: 

• PHE, Local action on health inequalities: Increasing employment opportunities and improving workplace health; 

• Department for Work and Pensions, Is work good for your health and well-being; and 

• The Health Foundation, What makes us healthy? An introduction to the social determinants of health. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 

Health effects 

One of the key wider determinants of health and wellbeing is being in good quality and long term employment.  

The construction phase of the proposed development is anticipated to create temporary construction employment opportunities for 
the local community. 

 
While the proposed development is not an economic or employment based development in nature, the site is located approximately 3.5km northwest 
of Banbury town centre. Good public transport links would allow residents to travel to employment opportunities in Banbury town centre. As stated in 
the Planning Statement, Banbury has the largest proportion of employment in the District, with the Local Plan Part 1 2031 having allocated 

approximately 60 hectares of employment land at Banbury, most of which has now been developed. There are numerous employment sites within 

20 minutes cycle of the site and that can be accessed via the B9 bus service. This includes employment around Southam Road and Ermont Way.   

 

Additionally, it is anticipated that each dwelling would have access to a broadband internet connection which would provide the ability for residents to 
work from home. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

On the basis that the proposed development is solely residential in nature with limited impacts on the economical/employment 
environment, there would be no differential or disproportionate (adverse or beneficial) impact on vulnerable groups. 
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Summary 
The proposed development is anticipated to support the local economy through construction phase jobs which will have minor 
beneficial impacts on the health and wellbeing of the local community. Residents of the proposed development would also have 
access to employment opportunities in Banbury town centre and Hanwell village centre.  

Mitigation/enhancement 
On the basis, no material adverse health and wellbeing impacts are considered likely, no further health specific mitigation or 
enhancement measures are recommended. 
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Table 7-9: Assessment of education and skills 

Section Response 

Baseline 

The IMD Education, Skills and Training Deprivation domain (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, 2025) was 
analysed to understand levels of education and skills across the study area. The decile for the education, skills and training domain 
when averaging all LSOAs across Cherwell District is 6, which means that the majority of Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) across 
the district have education attainment and/or skills levels that are slightly better than the national average. The education, skills and 
training decile for the LSOA in which the site is located (Cherwell 001F) is 7 which means that the LSOA has higher education 
attainment and/or skills levels compared to the national average. 

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4,, is applicable to the assessment of education and skills: 

• Fair Society, Healthy Lives, The Marmot Review; 

• ONS, An overview of lifestyles and wider characteristics linked to Healthy Life Expectancy; 

• OECD (2019), Health at a Glance 2019: OECD Indicators; 

• The Wellbeing Effect of Education; 

• NPPF (Chapters 6 and 7); and 

• A Healthier Place: The impact of the Food for Life programme. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 

Health effects 

The proposed development is residential in nature and does not include the provision of schools. The closest primary schools are as 
follows: 

• Hardwick Primary School (about 25-minute walk/ 6-7-minute cycle); 

• Hanwell Fields Community School (about 30-minute walk/ 6-7-minute cycle); 

• Hill View Primary School (about 30-minute walk/ 7-minute cycle); and  

• William Morris Primary School (about 35-minute walk/ 8-minute cycle). 

Whilst Hardwick Primary School is the closest primary facility at approximately a 25‑minute walk, it is currently operating over 
capacity. In contrast, Hill View Primary School has available capacity to accommodate additional pupils. With respect to secondary 
education, North Oxfordshire Academy lies within cycling distance of the proposed development and is currently operating at around 
90% capacity.  
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A new secondary school is also allocated within the adopted Cherwell Local Plan under Policy Banbury 12, located in Bodicote. 
Although this site is not in a convenient location for future residents of the proposed development, its delivery could release capacity 
at North Oxfordshire Academy by enabling more pupils from central and southern Banbury to attend the new school.  

 

It is anticipated that the proposed development would contribute financially towards the delivery of the new secondary school, 
consistent with contributions secured from other residential schemes in Banbury, with the details to be confirmed through discussions 
with Oxfordshire County Council at the application stage. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

Children are the vulnerable group anticipated to be adversely affected on the basis that there is no additional capacity at the nearest 
primary school and limited capacity at the nearest secondary school. 

Summary It is anticipated that the application would make a financial contribution to a new secondary school at Longford Park. The site for a 
new secondary school at Longford Park was included in the adopted Cherwell Local Plan as part of policy area Banbury 12. This site 
is at Bodicote and although this is not in close proximity of the site, it could free up capacity at North Oxfordshire Academy by more 
children in central and southern Banbury going to the new school.  

As such, further discussions with Oxfordshire County Council at the application stage are warranted and a financial contribution 
towards education may be required.  

 

Mitigation/enhancement 
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Table 7-10: Assessment of local natural environment and access to green spaces 

Section Response 

Baseline 

The IMD living environment domain (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, 2025) has been analysed to 
understand the living environment across the study area. There are two sub-domains comprising the indoor and outdoor living 
environment; the ‘indoors’ living environment measures the quality of housing, while the ‘outdoors’ living environment contains 
measures of air quality and road traffic accidents. The decile for living environment domain when averaging all LSOAs across 
Cherwell District is 8, which means that the majority of LSOAs across the district have a living environment that is slightly better than 
the national average. The living environment domain decile for the LSOA in which the site is located (Cherwell 001F) is 10 which 
means that the LSOA has a living environment that is well above the national average.  

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4,, is applicable to the assessment of natural environment: 

• PHE, Spatial Planning for Health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places; 

• PHE, Local action on health inequalities: Improving access to green spaces; 

• NPPF (Chapters 8, 13 and 15); 

• The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (Chapter 3); and 

• Natural England, Links between natural environments and mental health. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, dentists, schools, in 
addition to comments on traffic and loss of green space. The Planning Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 

Health effects 

As stated in the DAS, approximately 32% of the site would be retained as public open space, providing high-quality amenity spaces 
for the residents. One local areas of play (LAP)/ natural play spaces, one local equipped area of play (LEAP), one Neighbourhood 
Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) and allotments/ community garden or orchards would link the existing green infrastructure into the 
site. This would provide amenity green spaces for all to enjoy. Provision of the play areas provide a space in which children and 
young people can gather, socialise and exercise thereby improving health and wellbeing.  

 

Offsite green space provision includes Orchard Park, situated approximately a 14‑minute walk southeast of site, which offers 
substantial natural open space for physical activity. As previously mentioned, the consented Roman Fields site development has the 
provision of sports pitches and allotments/orchards which would benefit the broader community as well. 
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Vulnerable groups 
affected 

Access to green spaces are beneficial to all vulnerable groups, as it encourages time spent within the natural environment which has 
been shown to improve physical and mental health effects. On this basis, no specific vulnerable group will be differentially or 
disproportionately affected. 

Summary 
In summary, the play areas and green space provided by the proposed development would produce an inclusive, accessible and 
attractive space. On this basis, access to natural environments and greenspace is not only retained but enhanced, and no material 
adverse health and wellbeing impacts are anticipated.  

Mitigation/enhancement 
The proposed development aims to retain and enhance access to green space and nature, and that there are no material adverse 
health and wellbeing impacts. Enhancement measures solely link to embedding age, dementia and neurodiversity friendly design. 
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Table 7.11: Assessment of access to services 

Section Response 

Baseline 

A description of existing local facilities and services is provided in the DAS and Transport Assessment. In summary, there is a bus stop, a 
Sainsbury’s Local (about 8-minute walk), a coffee shop (about 8-minute walk), and a park within walking and cycling distance of the 
proposed development.  
 
Complementary to this, a more extensive summary of local healthcare capacity is provided in Section 6.5 of this report. To summarise, 
there are four GP surgeries located within 2.5 miles of the proposed development, and none within 1.2 miles (the upper limit of a walkable 
distance). Within the catchment area of 2.5 miles, there is a total spare “core capacity” for an additional 3,566 patients, and one of the GP 
surgeries is identified in the UK Modernisation Fund for improved capacity and capability.   

Evidence 

The following evidence base, as referenced in Section 4, is applicable to the assessment of access to services: 

• PHE, Spatial Planning for Health: An evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places; 

• NHS England, Improving access for all: Reducing inequalities in access to general practice services; 

• Sport England, Planning for sport guidance;  

• The King’s Fund, Reimagining community services Making the most of our assets; and  

• NHS England’s “Premises Principles of Best Practice Part 1 Procurement & Development. 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

A key theme which had emerged from consultation was a lack of infrastructure, including NHS/GP services, and schools. The Planning 
Statement provides a full account of stakeholder engagement. 
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Section Response 

Health effects 

Access to a comprehensive range of community facilities and essential services is a key determinant of health and plays a critical role in 
shaping population health and wellbeing. Ensuring that residents can reach services such as education, retail, community spaces and 
other everyday amenities in a convenient and equitable manner supports social inclusion, enables independent living, and reduces 
barriers to participation in community life. Improved access also encourages a shift away from car dependency, facilitating greater uptake 
of active travel modes and contributing to better air quality, both of which are associated with positive physical and mental health 
outcomes. Access to good quality healthcare facilities also has a direct impact on health. 
 
Based on an average UK household size of 2.4 people, the proposed development would result in a gross redistribution of approximately 
480 people. However, in reality, the net additional population (i.e. those moving to the proposed development from outside the local area 
and therefore not considered within the existing NHS budget allocation) would be lower. As a result, and considering the additional core 
capacity at existing GP facilities noted in Section 6.5 of this report indicates sufficient capacity to accommodate 7 times the gross 
population increase, there would be no material adverse impact on access to healthcare services from the proposed development. 

Vulnerable groups 
affected 

No vulnerable groups are anticipated to be adversely affected by the proposed development in relation to access to services. 

Summary 

Overall, the proposed development has strong existing pedestrian and cycling infrastructure and there are local facilities within walking 
and cycling distance of the site. Banbury Town Centre is accessible via the B9 bus service and offers a range of amenities.  
 
Access to healthcare services has been specifically considered, whereby although there is a challenge with healthcare facilities not being 
within walking distance, due to the nature of the scheme any potential increase in demand from the net additional population would not 
be material.  

Mitigation/enhancement 
Based on the conclusion that no material adverse health and wellbeing impacts are considered likely, no health specific mitigation or 
enhancement measures are necessary. 
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8. Mitigation and Monitoring 
8.1.1 Mitigation measures adopted as part of the construction and operation of the project focus on 

precursors to health and wellbeing outcomes, thereby providing an opportunity for intervention to 
prevent any adverse impacts.  

8.1.2 During construction, limits to working hours and best practicable means to control noise will be 
implemented to minimise the noise impact on surrounding receptors. Dust mitigation measures will 
be defined and implemented to minimise annoyance from dust soiling and any health impact from 
the inhalation of particulate matter. These measures would be contained within a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), which will be secured by a planning condition. 

8.1.3 During operation, the proposed development has been designed to facilitate a healthy, vibrant and 
cohesive community. The proposed development would be well connected to nearby 
amenities/facilities and be connected to existing external active transport links. A Residential Travel 
Plan has been produced to encourage residents to walk, cycle or use public transport and reduce 
the reliance on private car journeys. Residents will also have good access to open space and play 
areas on site and in the vicinity of the proposed development, allowing opportunities for physical 
activity/recreation.  

8.1.4 On the basis that no material adverse health impacts are anticipated, and embedded mitigation 
measures are designed to be protective of health and supportive of wellbeing by targeting precursors 
to health outcomes, no further health-specific mitigation is considered necessary. Similarly, should 
any monitoring be required, this should target the determinants of health so as to preclude adverse 
health and wellbeing impacts.  
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9. Conclusion 
9.1.1 The assessment tables show that the proposed development is conducive to facilitating a healthy, 

vibrant and cohesive community, and does not present any material health risk to existing residents 
or vulnerable groups.  

9.1.2 The proposed development is expected to support the creation of a healthy and inclusive community 
by prioritising active travel, meeting local housing needs, and delivering extensive high‑quality green 
infrastructure. The layout promotes walking and cycling through its integration with existing footpath 
networks and national cycle routes, encouraging more active and sustainable travel.  

9.1.3 The provision of up to 200 new homes, including affordable housing, would contribute to local 
housing demand and support a mixed and balanced community. Additionally, subject to agreement 
with the Oxfordshire County Council and agreement on funding support the county council may be 
able to provide, the applicant is exploring the potential for a proportion of the affordable housing 
provision to be offered to support Children’s Services through the provision of children's home(s). 

9.1.4 Furthermore, approximately 32% of the site would be retained as public open space, incorporating 
play areas, allotments/community gardens/ orchards and sustainable drainage features, alongside 
areas of biodiversity enhancement.  

9.1.5 Together, these measures would promote physical activity, social interaction, access to nature and 
local food growing, supporting the long‑term health and wellbeing of future residents.  

9.1.6 Based on the assessment, further discussions with Oxfordshire County Council at the application 
stage are warranted, and a financial contribution towards education may be required. Aside from the 
need for further consideration of education, no adverse health and wellbeing impacts associated 
with the proposed development have been identified.  
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