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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In April 2025 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a breeding bird survey at Warwick 

Road, Banbury (hereafter referred to as the Site). Priority bird species, their numbers and behaviours 

were recorded during the surveys. The breeding bird survey was completed between May and June 

2025 and comprised a reduced survey effort of four visits. 

 

The Site is located just outside of Banbury in northern Oxfordshire and comprises an arable field with 

lines of native hedgerows and lines of trees. The Site is 11.2ha and is divided into the two parcels, with 

the proposed development including the construction of a residential development on 10.3ha and 

habitat enhancements in 0.9ha in an area located approximately 0.3km west of the main development 

site.   

 

A total of 39 species were recorded at the Site during the breeding bird surveys. This is considered to 

be a moderate diversity within a small site, however due to the low number of species and individuals 

it is not considered to be greater than local significance. Of the species recorded, six are confirmed as 

breeding within the survey area. Of the 39 species observed during the survey effort, 18 met the 

assessment criteria categorising them as species of conservation concern. The most numerous 

breeding notable species was wren (six territories) followed by skylark (five onsite and three offsite 

territories) and woodpigeon (four territories). Yellowhammer, dunnock and whitethroat each held two 

territories.  Linnet held one territory at the Site, however due to the semi-colonial nature of this species 

it is likely that more than one territory is present. The species assemblage represented generalists 

associated with hedgerow, arable and woodland habitats.  

 

Impacts are expected on the bird assemblage through the loss of arable habitat; however, it is 

anticipated that the majority of the boundary hedgerows and lines of trees will be retained. Critical to 

maintaining the ornithological and ecological value is the retention of as many areas of hedgerow and 

lines of trees as possible. This would help maintain the diversity of species presently found, most of 

which will be strongly associating with such habitats.  

 

The permanent loss of a minimum of 10ha of arable habitat onsite is predicted to result in the 

displacement of a minimum of three skylark territories. To compensate for this impact, it is 

recommended that the loss of these territories is mitigated through the provision of offsite skylark plots. 

A Skylark Mitigation Strategy should be prepared and delivered through a planning condition to set out 

the location, implementation, and long-term management of these features. 

 

Active birds’ nests are protected by law and therefore it is recommended that any vegetation clearance 

works associated with the development are completed outside the breeding bird season. Where this is 

not feasible nesting bird checks should be completed before work is commenced.  
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There are opportunities to enhance the habitats within the scheme to benefit a wide range of species, 

including the enhancement and creation of hedgerows onsite. These measures will provide habitat for 

species of conservation concern recorded onsite such as yellowhammer, wren, dunnock, house 

sparrow and linnet. A nest box scheme is recommended, and this should make provisions for generalist 

species as well as swift and house sparrow. The siting of these should be agreed in consultation with a 

suitably qualified ecologist.  
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2. INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1. Aims and scope of bird survey 

 

In April 2025 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned by Savills to undertake an updated breeding 

bird survey at Warwick Road, Banbury in order to support a planning application for residential housing. 

The aims of the bird survey were to: 

 

• Record the bird species present onsite, and immediate surrounds, and any signs of breeding 

activity;  

• Identify evidence of protected bird species/ bird species of conservation concern at the Site; 

• Assess the potential impacts of the proposed development on the assemblage of breeding 

birds, and; 

• Make recommendations to reduce impacts of the development on breeding birds. 

 

2.2. Site description and context 

 

The survey area is shown on the map in Figure 1 and comprises an area of approximately 16ha. Within 

this report this area is referred to as the Site or Warwick Road, Banbury. It is centred at grid reference 

SP 42801 42977, falls under the authority of Cherwell District Council and is situated within the county 

of Oxfordshire.  

 

The Site comprises an arable field, which at the time of survey was under a temporary grass/legume 

ley, bounded by hedgerows. It is located on the northwestern outskirts of Banbury, and Warwick Road 

lies adjacent to the eastern boundary, with an offsite tree belt (owned by Highways England) separating 

the Site from the road.  

 

The wider landscape comprises open countryside, dominated by agricultural land, to the north, east 

and west, with the town of Banbury to the south. A residential development comprising 320 dwellings 

is currently under construction adjacent to the southern boundary of the Site. The agricultural habitats 

are likely to support assemblages typical of arable farmland, such as skylark Alauda arvensis and linnet 

Linaria cannabina, while the town and new residential development may provide nesting opportunities 

for building-dependent species such as swift Apus apus and house martin Delichon urbicum. Both of 

these assemblages are listed within the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (2025) as priority 

species groups. Priority species are described in more detail in below Table 1. 

 

No statutorily or non-statutorily designated sites were identified within 1km of the proposed development 

(Ecology by Design, 2025), but the extensive arable habitats within the surrounding wider landscape 

suggest that the Site and its surroundings are likely to support healthy populations of farmland birds. 
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2.3. Proposed development 

 

The Site is 11.2ha and is divided into the two parcels, with the proposed development including the 

construction of a residential development on 10.3ha and habitat enhancements in 0.9ha in an area 

located approximately 0.3km west of the main development site.  The boundary hedgerows and lines 

of trees will be retained under the proposals. 

 

2.4. Previous survey effort 

 

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) was carried out at the Site in April 2025 by Ecology by Design 

(2025). This included a habitat survey, a protected species scoping survey and recommendations for 

further survey. The PEA identified a requirement for breeding bird surveys, amongst various other 

recommended species surveys. The PEA identified that the Site has a suitability for farmland and 

generalist birds to nest, including ground-nesting birds within the grass/clover ley.  

 

With respect to breeding birds, this report supersedes the findings and recommendations given in that 

report (Ecology by Design, 2025).  

 

2.5. Legislation and planning policy 

 

This breeding bird survey has been undertaken with reference to relevant wildlife legislation and 

planning policy. Relevant legislation considered within the scope of this document includes the 

following: 

 

• EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC); 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017; 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006;  

• The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 

 

In addition to obligations under wildlife legislation, the revised National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) updated on 12 December 2024 requires planning decisions to contribute to conserving and 

enhancing the local environment. 

 

Further details are provided in Appendix 1. 

 

Twenty-two bird species are included on the Species Priorities List on Oxfordshire’s Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy; Table 1 lists these species and their conservation status. Farmland birds, including 

linnet, skylark and yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, are listed as a priority group for conservation by 

Oxfordshire County Council. 
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Table 1: Oxfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy Species Priority List (2025) bird species 

and their conservation status 

Common name Systematic name 

S
c
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e
d

u
le

 1
1

 

B
O

C
C

 5
2
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e
c
tio

n
 4

1
3

 

A
n

n
e
x
 1

4
 

Grey partridge Perdix perdix -  Red Yes -  

Swift Apus apus -  Red -  -  

Turtle dove Streptopelia turtur -  Red  Yes -  

Crane Grus grus -  Amber -  Yes 

Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus Yes Amber Yes Yes 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus -  Red Yes -  

Curlew Numenius arquata -  Red Yes -  

Snipe Gallinago gallinago -  Amber -  -  

Redshank Tringa totanus -  Amber -  -  

Bittern Botaurus stellaris Yes Amber Yes Yes 

Marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus Yes Amber -  Yes 

Montagu's harrier Circus pygargus Yes Red -  Yes 

Tawny owl Strix aluco -  Amber -  -  

Willow tit Poecile montana -  Red Yes -  

Skylark Alauda arvensis -  Red  Yes -  

House martin Delichon urbicum -  Red -  -  

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos -  Red -  -  

Tree sparrow Passer montanus -  Red Yes -  

Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava -  Red Yes -  

Linnet Linaria cannabina -  Red Yes -  

Corn bunting Emberiza calandra -  Red Yes -  

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella -  Red Yes -  
1 Schedule 1 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (see Appendix 1) 
2 Birds of Conservation Concern (see Appendix 1)   
3 Section 41 (NERC Act 2006) ‘Species of Principal Importance’ (see Appendix 1) 
4Annex 1 of EU Birds Directive (see Appendix 1)  

 

Where relevant these are discussed in further detail in Section 5. 
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Figure 1: Baseline habitat map of Warwick Road, Banbury (courtesy of Ecology by Design (2026)) 
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3. METHODOLOGIES 

 

3.1. Desktop study 

 

Prior to the field survey a desktop study was carried out to inform the survey design and whether 

additional targeted surveys may be required for bird species not well covered by the standard approach. 

The desktop study used information within a Site-specific BTO Data Report. 

 

3.2. Breeding bird survey 

 

For territorial and semi-colonial species, the method used in this survey was based on the British Trust 

for Ornithology’s (BTO) reduced-effort Common Birds Census (CBC) territory mapping technique 

(Marchant, 1983 and Bibby et al. 2000). The territory mapping method allows the distribution of bird 

territories across the survey area to be determined, and from this a count of the number of breeding 

pairs for each species can be derived. This technique allows the relative importance of different parts 

of the survey area to be evaluated by comparing species densities across the survey area.  

 

The Site was walked at a slow pace, stopping to scan key habitats and features where appropriate and 

covering the entirety of the survey area to a minimum distance of 50m (subject to access constraints 

and conscious of avoiding excessive disturbance to species and habitats) in order to locate and identify 

all individual birds. Surveys avoided heavy rain, strong winds (Beaufort force >5) and other conditions 

where visibility was significantly reduced (e.g., dense fog). Any inaccessible areas were surveyed as 

effectively as possible from accessible viewpoints, with the extent of any likely impacts discussed within 

the constraints section. Bearing in mind that bird territories may overlap boundaries, and that impacts 

of developments can extend outside of a Site boundary, birds within immediately surrounding habitats 

were also recorded on the survey. Two development parcels are present within the red line boundary 

for the development separated by a retained arable field. The survey area included both parcels and 

the connecting field which lies within the Zone of Influence (ZoI) of the development.  

 

Registrations were recorded digitally using standard British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) two letter 

species codes onto an appropriate field map on a tablet device. Specific codes were used for singing, 

calling, and movements between areas, flying, carrying food, nest building, aggressive encounters and 

other behaviour. 

 

A total of four visits were carried out, two fewer than recommended by the Breeding Bird Survey 

methodology (Bird Survey & Assessment Steering Group, 2025). A reduced survey effort was 

considered appropriate due to the relatively small size of the Site and the limited complexity of the 

habitats. Survey visits were spread evenly between May and June. Methodology states that surveys 

should begin in March and end in July in order to ensure that they cover resident breeders which start 

breeding early, as well as migrant breeders which arrive later. Further information is provided on these 
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constraints in section 3.5. All four of the visits took place early in the morning (commencing within 30 

mins of sunrise), with these visits concluding by mid-morning when activity levels tail off. The whole 

survey area was covered in each visit, using suitable optical equipment (binoculars, telescope and 

thermal imaging device) to observe bird behaviour.   

 

Following the final survey visit, the records of birds made on each visit were imported and collated 

digitally within QGIS to allow determination of the approximate location and numbers of breeding pairs 

for territorial and semi-colonial species and to give an indicative total for the survey area as a whole for 

non-territorial and non-breeding species.  

 

Following the final survey visit, the records of birds made on each visit were imported and collated 

digitally within QGIS to allow determination of the approximate location and numbers of breeding pairs 

for territorial and semi-colonial species and to give an indicative total for the survey area as a whole for 

non-territorial and non-breeding species. This process was undertaken only for priority species (Bird 

Survey & Assessment Steering Group, 2025), defined here as species listed under Schedule 1 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), species listed under Section 41 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, Red and Amber listed Birds of Conservation Concern, 

and any species additionally listed on the relevant local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

The territorial analysis was based on a standard technique (Marchant, 1983 and Bibby et al. 2000) 

although modified to take account of the fact that four rather than ten visits were undertaken. In this 

case, at least two registrations of breeding behaviour are required to determine a territory cluster when 

eight or fewer surveys visits are undertaken. It is also required that at least two registrations from a 

territory cluster must be recorded at least 10 days apart. However, a single record of a nest with eggs 

or young can be counted as a cluster even in the event of adult birds not being recorded at the 

appropriate qualifying level (Bibby et al., 2000). 

 

For non-territorial species or species which defend a small territory as part of a larger home range, such 

as woodpigeon Columba palumbus and linnet, registrations were divided into clusters (omitting any 

flocks of non-breeding birds on early visits). Each cluster was then assigned a number of pairs, which 

is taken as the highest number of confirmed males (second highest number of males present on any 

single visit); unsexed birds were totalled and halved between the sexes, with any excess birds being 

treated as males. 

 

Breeding status was divided into four categories with species assigned as follows:  

 

Table 2: Breeding status 

Non-breeding 

F Flying over 
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O Species observed offsite only 

M Species observed but suspected to still be on migration 

U Species observed but suspected to be summering non-breeder 

Possible breeder 

H Species observed in breeding season in suitable nesting habitat 

S 
Singing male present (or breeding calls heard) in breeding season in suitable breeding 

habitat 

Probable breeding 

P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

T 

Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial behaviour (song etc) on 

at least two different days a week or more apart at the same place, or many individuals 

on one day 

D Courtship and display (judged to be in or near potential breeding habitat) 

N Visiting probable nest site 

A 
Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults, suggesting probable presence of nest or 

young nearby 

I Brood patch on adult examined in the hand, suggesting incubation 

B Nest building or excavating a nest hole 

Confirmed breeding 

DD Distraction-display or injury feigning 

UN Used nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 

FL Recently fledged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous species) 

NE 
Adults entering or leaving nest-site in circumstances indicating an occupied nest or 

adults seen incubating 

NY Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young 

 

3.3. Survey dates, times and weather conditions 

 

Four separate survey visits were completed for the breeding bird survey (May to June 2025). Table 3 

provides details on the date, time and weather conditions recorded during the Site visits.  

 

Table 3: Date, time and weather conditions of survey visits* 

Date Start time End time Start Temp. Cloud Rain Wind 

16.05.25 04:50 07:15 6°C 1/8 None BF2 

22.05.25 05:04 06:22 3°C 0/8 None BF1 

09.06.25 04:40 07:25 11°C 1/8 None BF2 
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Date Start time End time Start Temp. Cloud Rain Wind 

20.06.25 04:40 07:00 16°C 1/8 None BF2 

*Temperature in °C; Wind as per Beaufort Scale; Cloud cover given in Oktas. 

 

3.4. Surveyor, author and reviewer 

  

Breeding bird surveys were undertaken by Henry Wyn-Jones, Ecologist at MKA Ecology Ltd and 

freelance ecological surveyor Paul Moon, who is a subcontractor for MKA Ecology Ltd. Henry is an 

experienced ornithologist who has three years’ experience undertaking breeding bird surveys for 

consultancy. The report was written by Izzy Clarke, Graduate Ecologist at MKA Ecology Ltd. Izzy is in 

her second year of consultancy and is developing her skills as an ecologist. The report was reviewed 

by Henry. The report was authorised by Andy Symes ACIEEM, Senior Ecologist at MKA Ecology Ltd 

and has over six years’ experience undertaking breeding bird surveys for consultancy and over 20 

years’ experience as an ornithologist.  

 

3.5. Assessment methodology 

 

An assessment of the ornithological importance of the Site was made by evaluating the species 

recorded against the following conservation status criteria: 

 

• Annex 1 of the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC); 

• Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; 

• Species listed on Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act, 

2006;  

• Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy- Species Priority List (2025) bird species (Table 

1); and 

• Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red and Amber Lists (Stanbury et al., 2021). 

 

The common and scientific names of all bird species referred to in this report follow British 

Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) taxonomy (BOU, 2022). 

 

3.6. Survey constraints  

 

The first survey was not undertaken until mid-May, thus missing the early part of the survey season 

(surveys should ideally commence in March). It is possible that the density of birds and number of 

territories has been under-recorded, although the peak of singing for most breeding species occurs 

from approximately mid-April to mid-May. It is unlikely given the regularity of subsequent surveys that 

any notable breeding species have been missed, as most continue to sing in June and early breeding 

species such as mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus can be observed with young over subsequent visits 

which continued into late June. Due to the size of the Site and the highly mobile nature of skylark, 
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counts for this species are considered to be less accurate than for others present. Best practice 

guidance recommends that at least one visit on a breeding bird survey is undertaken immediately prior 

to or after sunset. Due to the habitats present and likely bird assemblage, it was not considered 

necessary to undertake any of the visits in the evening or after sunset, and the absence of an evening 

visit is not considered a significant constraint. 

 

There were no additional constraints encountered in terms of coverage of the Site, timings or weather 

conditions.  
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4. RESULTS 

 

4.1. Desktop study 

 

The BTO Data Report returned a number of confirmed records of protected and notable breeding bird 

species within 10km of Warwick Road, Banbury. The data search revealed the presence of priority 

species including barn owl Tyto alba, Cetti’s warbler Cettia cetti, red kite Milvus milvus, and hobby Falco 

subbuteo within 10km of the Site. At a 10km resolution a number of priority species were confirmed to 

be breeding including swift, rook Corvus frugilegus, sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus, song thrush Turdus 

philomelos, bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, and dunnock Prunella modularis. The Site provides suitable 

habitat for the majority of these species during the breeding period. Particular care has been taken to 

ascertain the presence onsite of Schedule 1 species such as Cetti’s warbler, red kite and hobby. No 

features are present onsite that are suitable for breeding of barn owl.  

   

No national or international statutorily designated sites are located within 1km of the Site (Ecology by 

Design, 2025).  

 

4.2. Breeding bird survey 

 

A total of 39 species were recorded during the breeding bird survey; six species were considered to be 

breeding, 10 were considered to be probably breeding, 12 possibly breeding and 11 not breeding. Out 

of the 39 species recorded, 18 of these were classified as priority species on the basis of their local or 

national designations.  

 

The most numerous of the breeding notable species was wren (six territories), followed by skylark (five 

onsite and three offsite territories) and woodpigeon (four territories). Yellowhammer, dunnock and 

whitethroat each held two territories at the Site. Linnet held one territory at the Site however due to the 

semi-colonial nature of this species it is likely more than one territory is present onsite. 

 

The species assemblage represented a mixture of those associated with arable farmland, hedgerows 

and woodland, and generally consisted of species widespread in farmed lowland habitats in the UK. 

 

Species accounts for protected and notable species are given in Section 4.3, and territory maps are 

provided for protected and notable species which were found to be breeding in Appendix 2. A full list of 

species recorded during the breeding bird survey and their breeding status is provided in Table 4. 

Territory numbers and peak counts are provided only for Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Schedule 

1 species, Birds of Conservation Concern Red and Amber listed species, Annex 1 of EU Birds Directive 

and Local Priority Species listed on Oxfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy Priority Species List 

(2025) (see Table 1). 
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Table 4: All species recorded during the breeding bird survey at Warwick Road, Banbury and their breeding status 

Species Systematic name 
Breeding 

status onsite 
Description 

Territories 
(priority 

species)* 

Peak 
Count 
(Visit) 

Red-legged 
partridge 

Alectoris rufa Possible 
Single individual singing in the field to the north of the Site 
boundary on visit 1. No individuals observed within the Site 
boundary but habitat is suitable for this species. 

- 1(1) 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Possible 
Seen on all visits within suitable breeding habitat, no territories 
identified. 

- 5(1,2) 

Swift Apus apus Non-breeding 
One individual recorded flying over the Site on visits 3 and 4. No 
suitable breeding habitat is present onsite for this species. 

- 1(3,4) 

Feral pigeon Columba livia Non-breeding Three individuals observed flying over Site on visit 1.  - 3(1) 

Stock dove Columba oenas Possible 
Single individuals observed flying over and foraging on the Site on 
visits 2, 3 and 4. 

- 2(3) 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus Probable 
Individuals observed in suitable breeding habitat, four territories 
were identified.  

4 36(3) 

Collared dove Streptopelia decaocto Non-breeding One individual seen flying over the Site on visit 1. - 1(1) 

Lesser black-
backed gull 

Larus fuscus Non-breeding Individuals observed flying over the Site on visits 3 and 4. - 3(4) 

Grey heron Ardea cinerea Non-breeding Single individual seen flying over the Site on visits 3 and 4.  - 1(3,4) 

Red kite Milvus milvus Non-breeding Single individual observed flying over Site on visit 3. - 1(3) 

Great spotted 
woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major Non-breeding Single individual observed flying over Site on visit 3. - 1(3) 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Non-breeding 
Single individual observed offsite flying over field to the north of the 
Site boundary on visit 1. 

- 1(1) 

Jay Garrulus glandarius Possible 
Individuals observed flying over Site on visit 3 nearby to suitable 
offsite breeding habitat. 

- 4(3) 

Magpie Pica pica Probable 
Individuals and pairs observed on all visits nearby to suitable 
breeding habitat. 

- 5(4) 



   Warwick Road, Banbury – Breeding Bird Survey 
March 2026 

 

 

17 
 
 

Species Systematic name 
Breeding 

status onsite 
Description 

Territories 
(priority 

species)* 

Peak 
Count 
(Visit) 

Jackdaw Corvus monedula Possible Individuals and pairs observed flying over the Site on all visits.  - 2(1,3) 

Rook Corvus frugilegus Possible 
Pair observed flying on Site and juvenile observed flying offsite on 
visit 3. No rookery was identified on Site, however, given the 
presence of juveniles it is likely that this species is breeding nearby.   

- 3(3) 

Carrion crow Corvus corone Probable 
Individuals and pairs identified on visits 1, 3 and 4 nearby to suitable 
breeding habitat, no territories identified. 

- 8(1) 

Raven Corvus corax Non-breeding Flock recorded flying offsite on Visit 4.  - 4(4) 

Coal tit Periparus ater Probable 
Juvenile recorded within southern line of trees on visit 4, however, 
no territories were identified and breeding could have occurred 
offsite. 

- 1(1) 

Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus Confirmed 
Territorial behaviour observed on visit 1 and 4 and adult carrying 
food observed on visit 1.  

- 9(4) 

Great tit Parus major Possible 
Individuals observed on visit 2 and 4 within suitable breeding 
habitat. 

- 2(2) 

Skylark Alauda arvensis Probable 
Observed on all visits, territories held at the Site. Three territories 
were noted in arable fields bordering the Site.  

5 15(4) 

Swallow Hirundo rustica Non-breeding Single individual observed flying over the Site on visit 1. - 1(1) 

Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus Possible 
Individuals observed within suitable breeding habitat on visits 1, 2 
and 3. 

- 2(1) 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Probable 
Individuals observed singing on visit 1, 3 and 4 within the same 
areas of suitable breeding habitat. 

- 2(4) 

Whitethroat Sylvia communis Confirmed Territories present and a juvenile observed at the Site on visit 3. 2 4(3) 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Probable Territories present at the Site, observed on all visits.  6 7(4) 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Non-breeding Flocks and individuals recorded flying over Site only. - 5(1) 

Blackbird Turdus merula Confirmed 
Pairs and individuals recorded on Site on all visits within suitable 
nesting habitat and one adult recorded carrying food on Visit 3. 

- 9(4) 
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Species Systematic name 
Breeding 

status onsite 
Description 

Territories 
(priority 

species)* 

Peak 
Count 
(Visit) 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos Probable 
One territory was identified bordering the Site in the tree belt on the 
eastern edge of the Site. 

1 2(1) 

Robin Erithacus rubecula Confirmed Territories present and juveniles observed at the Site. - 6(3,4) 

House sparrow Passer domesticus Possible 
One female was observed to be carrying food from the Site to 
habitats offsite.  

- 1(2) 

Dunnock Prunella modularis Confirmed 
Territories present at the Site with an active nest with chicks 
observed in a hedgerow in the north-west of the Site. 

2 6(1) 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Possible 
Singing males heard within suitable breeding habitat on and offsite 
on visits 1 and 3. No territories were identified.  

- 1(1,3) 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Probable 
Pairs recorded in suitable breeding habitat; no signs of territorial 
behaviour were observed.  

- 2(1,3) 

Greenfinch Chloris chloris Possible Individual observed in suitable breeding habitat on visit 3. - 1(3) 

Linnet Linaria cannabina Probable 

A single territory of this species was identified in the hedgerow on 
the southern edge of the field. Clusters of registrations were noted 
within this territory. It is likely that due to the semi-colonial nature of 
this species that more than one territory is present in this location.   

1 12(4) 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Possible Individuals seen within suitable nesting habitat on visits 1 and 2. - 2(1,2) 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Confirmed 
Territories identified on Site and female seen carrying food on visit 
3. 

2 7(1) 

* Territories estimated only for priority species, as per best practice methodology (Bird Survey & Assessment Steering Group, 2025) 
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Table 5: All Priority species recorded at Warwick Road, Banbury during the breeding bird survey and their conservation designations 

Species Systematic name 

 
Breeding status 

onsite 

S
c

h
e

d
u

le
 

1
 1

 

B
O

C
C

 4
 2

 

S
e

c
tio

n
 

4
1

 3 

A
n

n
e

x
 1

4
 

L
o

c
a

l 

P
rio

rity
 

S
p

e
c

ie
s
 5 

Swift Apus apus Non-breeding - Red - - Yes 

Stock dove Columba oenas Possible - Amber - - - 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus Probable - Amber - - - 

Lesser black-backed 
gull 

Larus fuscus Non-breeding - Amber - - - 

Red kite Milvus milvus Non-breeding Yes Green - Yes - 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Non-breeding - Amber - - - 

Rook Corvus frugilegus Non-breeding - Amber - - - 

Skylark Alauda arvensis Probable - Red  Yes - Yes 

Whitethroat Sylvia communis Confirmed - Amber - - - 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Probable - Amber - - - 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Non-breeding - Red Yes - - 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos Probable - Amber Yes - - 

House sparrow Passer domesticus Possible - Red Yes - - 

Dunnock Prunella modularis Confirmed - Amber Yes - - 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Probable - Amber Yes - - 

Greenfinch Chloris chloris Possible - Red - - - 

Linnet Linaria cannabina Probable - Red - - Yes 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Confirmed - Red Yes - Yes 

 
1 Schedule 1 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (see Appendix 1) 
2 Birds of Conservation Concern 5 (see Appendix 1) 
3 Section 41 (NERC Act 2006) ‘Species of Principal Importance’ (see Appendix 1) 
4Annex 1 of EU Birds Directive (see Appendix 1)  
5 Local Priority Species, Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy Priority Species List (2025) (see Table 1)
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4.3. Priority species accounts  

 

Nine of the priority species recorded (swift, stock dove, lesser black-backed gull, red kite, kestrel, rook, 

starling, house sparrow, greenfinch) were classified as non-breeding or possibly breeding and are not 

discussed further in the species accounts. These species are classified as such due to there being no 

signs of territorial behaviour, only being recorded flying over the Site, or there being an absence of 

suitable breeding habitat onsite. Confirmed and probable breeding notable species are discussed 

below. 

 

Woodpigeon   

Woodpigeon is one of the most common and widespread species in the UK; it was recorded in 91% of 

squares surveyed during the 2022 national breeding bird survey (Heywood et al., 2023). The population 

appears to have benefited from recent changes in agricultural practice, which is reflected in an increase 

of 32% between 1995 and 2021. Despite the recent population increases, woodpigeon has recently 

been moved from the BoCC Green list to the Amber list on account of the UK supporting over 20% of 

the European population (Stanbury et al., 2021).  

 

Woodpigeon is a species which is non-territorial, therefore standard territory mapping techniques are 

not suitable for this species. Instead, registrations were divided into clusters and the clusters were then 

assigned a number of pairs, which is based on the second highest number of males present on any 

single visit for the cluster; unsexed birds were totalled and halved between the sexes, with any excess 

birds being treated as males. Using this technique, it is possible to estimate that there are four 

woodpigeon territories within the Site boundary.  

 

Skylark 

Skylark is on the Birds of Conservation Concern Red List and a Section 41 Species of Principal 

Importance based on population declines, although it remains very common and widespread throughout 

lowland England. Skylark is also listed as a priority species on the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy Species Priority List (2025). 

 

Skylark were observed on four of the four visits of the breeding bird survey within the arable habitats at 

the Site. Territory analysis identified a minimum of three territories onsite and five territories in 

neighbouring fields where the territories overlapped into the Site. Whilst no juveniles were observed, it 

is highly likely that skylark breed within these territories.  

 

Whitethroat  

Whitethroat experienced a severe population decline between the 1968 and 1969 breeding seasons 

(Woodward et al., 2020). Since the mid-1980s the population sustained a shallow recovery which 

resulted in the species being moved to the BoCC Green list, however recent declines (-15% between 

2011-2021; Heywood et al., 2023) has resulted in the species returning to the BoCC Amber list. 
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Whitethroat were observed on three of the four survey visits within the hedgerows at the Site. Two 

territories were held by singing males and a juvenile was observed, confirming breeding of this species.  

 

Wren 

Wren is the UK’s most common breeding bird and breeds widely across country in woodland, farmland, 

heathland, and urban habitats. Whilst the English population of wren has experienced population growth 

(Heywood et al., 2023), wren is now Amber listed under the BoCC on account of the UK holding over 

20% of the European population (Stanbury et al., 2021). 

 

Wren were abundant within the hedgerows and tree belt area during the survey efforts. A total of six 

wren territories were identified across the Site. Whilst no juveniles were observed, it is highly likely that 

wren breed within these territories. 

 

Song thrush 

Song thrush is a widespread and common resident breeding species which has undergone a moderate 

breeding population decline over the longer term. However, more recent trends have shown signs of 

recovery (23% increase between 1995 and 2021, Heywood et al., 2023), which has resulted in this 

species moving from Red to Amber on the fifth review of the BoCC list.  

 

Song thrush was recorded in low numbers during the survey effort. One territory was identified within 

the tree belt adjacent to the east of the Site boundary.  

 

Dunnock 

Dunnock is a resident and highly sedentary species in the UK (Balmer et al., 2013). The species 

occupies a range of habitats and tends to nest in hedgerows. Dunnock is listed on the Birds of 

Conservation Concern Amber List due to a moderate decline of the breeding population over the longer 

term, and is also listed as a Species of Principal Importance (NERC Act, 2006).  

 

Dunnock was observed on three of the four survey visits. Two territories were identified at the Site with 

one of the territories containing an active nest. Breeding status for this species is therefore confirmed 

onsite.  

 

Bullfinch 

Bullfinch is a common farmland and woodland species in Britian that has undergone declines since the 

mid-1980s. Despite this there have been large annual population fluctuations in the 2000s with 

decreases in the south and increases in the north of the country (Heywood et al., 2023). Bullfinch was 

downgraded from the Birds of Conservation Concern Red List to the Amber List species in 2009.  

 

A pair was observed on visits 1 and 3 in the boundary hedgerows at the Site. A male was also seen on 

visit 2. Despite this no territorial behaviour was identified.  
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Linnet 

Linnet is a widespread and numerous species in Britain. The species has undergone long-term declines 

in breeding population since the mid-1970s, a trend which has been reflected across Europe. In recent 

years, this species has seen declines of 23% in England between 1995 and 2021 (Heywood et al., 

2023). Linnet is a Species of Principal Importance and is on the BoCC Red list. Linnet is also listed as 

a priority species on the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy Species Priority List (2025). 

 

The semi-colonial nature of breeding linnets makes it hard to ascertain breeding numbers. A territory 

was identified on the southern boundary assigned by the presence of a singing male over several visits. 

However, pairs and small groups of birds were observed within this territory. Due to the semi-colonial 

nature of linnet it is likely that more than one individual was breeding in this location.   

 

Yellowhammer 

Yellowhammer distribution and abundance in recent decades has followed a similar pattern to that of 

linnet, though exacerbated by a rather sharper decline that occurred between 1985 and 1990, with a 

decline of 24% between 1995 and 2017 in the East of England (Harris et al., 2019). Like other small 

seed-eating species such as linnet and skylark, yellowhammer have suffered as the availability of food 

from spilt grain and seeds of arable weeds have declined, particularly during winter. Yellowhammer is 

listed as a priority species on the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy Species Priority List 

(2025). 

 

Yellowhammer were recorded on all visits with a maximum count of seven on visit 1. Two territories 

were identified within hedgerows at the Site, and breeding was confirmed through the observation of 

an adult carrying food within one of the territories. 
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5. EVALUATION  

 

This section outlines key ecological issues for consideration and ecological enhancements where 

appropriate. 

 

5.1. Evaluation of breeding bird assemblage 

 

A total of 39 species were recorded during the breeding bird survey; 6 species were confirmed breeding, 

10 were considered to be probably breeding, 12 possibly breeding and 11 non-breeding. Out of the 39 

species recorded, 18 of these were classified as notable species on the basis of their local or national 

designations.  

 

The most numerous of the breeding notable species was wren, with six territories onsite, followed by 

skylark with five territories and woodpigeon with four territories. Yellowhammer, dunnock and 

whitethroat each held two territories. Linnet held one territory however due to the semi-colonial nature 

of this species it is likely more than one territory is present onsite. The species assemblage represented 

generalists associated with hedgerow, arable and woodland habitats in the UK. 

 

Species of conservation priority confirmed or probably breeding onsite were: woodpigeon, skylark, 

whitethroat, wren, song thrush, dunnock, bullfinch, linnet and yellowhammer. The inclusion of 

woodpigeon and wren as notable species is based on their Amber listing, which for these species is 

solely based on the fact that the UK holds a significant proportion of the European population. These 

two species are very common habitat generalists which are not subject to significant population decline, 

and consequently their presence onsite is not treated as being of ecological significance. 

 

Three further priority species, greenfinch, house sparrow and stock dove, were considered to be 

possibly breeding on the basis of there being suitable habitat onsite, however they were only registered 

on a single occasion. A further six priority species were recorded but not breeding onsite (swift, lesser 

black-backed gull, red kite, kestrel, rook, starling). The habitat at Warwick Road, Banbury is not suitable 

for the breeding of lesser black-backed gull and swift. The habitats are suitable for the breeding of other 

priority species such as red kite, kestrel, rook and starling; however, these species were only seen to 

be flying over the Site during the survey effort.   

 

The majority of the Site area comprises an arable field, however this habitat supports very few breeding 

birds other than skylark. The vast majority of breeding activity was restricted to the hedgerows and 

offsite tree belt on the boundary of the Site, particularly where mature trees and dense hedgerows were 

present. Overall, the assemblage is considered to be typical of generalist species associated with 

hedgerow and woodland habitats, however due the low density of territories and absence of numerous 

specialist indicator species, the community is not considered to be greater than local significance.  
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5.2. Impacts in the absence of mitigation  

 

The proposals include the residential development of the eastern 10ha of the Site, with the remaining 

6ha to the west of the Site being utilised for habitat creation and enhancement, details of the 

enhancements in this area are unknown at this stage. The proposals will result in the loss of 10ha of 

arable field, with the boundary hedgerows and lines of trees being retained under the proposals.  

 

Habitat loss 

 

Impacts upon the overall breeding bird community are anticipated as a result of the development. In 

particular, the development will result in the loss of 10ha of arable habitats. Species that nest and/or 

forage in the arable crop will be most significantly impacted by the proposed development. Skylark are 

the most notable species found breeding within the arable farmland and three territories will be lost due 

to development in the arable habitats.  

 

The current proposal includes the retention of all boundary hedgerows and trees at the Site along with 

the creation of green buffer separating these habitats from the development. If these plans change to 

impact the hedgerows onsite then it is likely that impacts will be felt at a local level on a number of 

priority species including whitethroat, dunnock, wren, linnet and yellowhammer.  
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that all planning decisions should aim to 

maintain and enhance, restore or add to biodiversity and geological conservation interests. The 

following recommendations are measures that should be undertaken to maintain and enhance the 

biodiversity of the Site in line with the policies contained within the NPPF and local policies. Further 

recommendations are made to ensure any proposed works comply with wildlife legislation.  

 

Additional hedgerow creation and mixed scrub and tree planting will benefit the breeding of species 

including yellowhammer, whitethroat and linnet. Suitable species include holly Ilex aquifolium, hawthorn 

Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa and rowan Sorbus aucuparia, all of which are rich in 

winter berries and will provide food for species such as thrushes over the winter months. It is anticipated 

that hedgerows will be created on the boundaries of the Site, providing additional habitat and 

connectivity within and beyond the Site with net gain of hedgerow in the medium to long term.  

 

Recommendation 1 

Create additional hedgerow, scrub and woodland habitat by planting native species on the boundaries 

of the Site, to benefit linnet, whitethroat and other bird species. 

 

The hedgerows and lines of trees are to be retained under current proposals. Due to the value that 

these provide for foraging and breeding birds, it is recommended that the retained habitats are protected 

for the duration of works. Protection measures to be implemented during the construction phase are to 

be detailed in a Site-wide Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEMP), as was recommended 

in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Ecology by Design, 2025).  

 

Recommendation 2 

Protect the retained hedgerows and mature trees 

 

Three skylark territories are due to be lost under the scheme. The loss of territories onsite should be 

subject to mitigation to preserve the status of this Oxfordshire Priority Species within the local area. The 

creation of skylark plots is known to significantly increase the productivity of this species, as by the 

summer months, winter cereal crops are largely too dense for skylark to effectively forage. Including 

skylark plots in nearby winter cereal crop fields will assist in maintaining and improving skylark 

productivity in the local area. Plots should follow government guidance AB4 detailed in Appendix 4.  

 

Following this guidance, it is recommended that three skylark plots are delivered in winter stubble 

offsite. Full details of this mitigation should be set out within a Skylark Mitigation Strategy document. 

The plots should be secured for a minimum of 30 years in line with the habitat creation measures 

included within the Environment Act and be subject to monitoring.  
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Recommendation 3 

Include skylark plots in nearby winter cereal fields following government guidance AB4. Details of 

skylark mitigation should be delivered through the production of a Skylark Mitigation Strategy and 

secured by a planning condition. 

 

All wild birds, their active nests and eggs are protected under The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended), which makes it an offence deliberately, or recklessly, to kill or injure any wild bird or 

damage or destroy any active birds’ nest or eggs. Where possible, any vegetation clearance should 

take place between September and February inclusive (i.e., outside of the bird season), which would 

avoid impacts on breeding birds and eliminate the need for nesting bird checks; this includes works to 

arable areas that are being used by ground nesting species. 

 

Where vegetation clearance is required during the breeding bird season (between the months of March 

and August inclusive), such works can only proceed following the completion of a nesting bird check 

undertaken by an experienced ornithologist. Any active birds’ nest identified during this check must be 

protected from harm until the nesting attempt is complete. This will require a buffer to be left around the 

nest, the size of which will depend upon the species involved (as a general rule, this will be 10m in all 

directions around the nest). Any buffers established as a result of the initial nesting bird check must be 

subjected to a second check after the original nesting attempt is completed, before such areas can be 

removed during the breeding bird season. 

 

Recommendation 4 

Schedule vegetation removal between the months of September and February inclusive to avoid 

impacts on breeding birds. Where this timing is not feasible works should be preceded by a nesting bird 

check. 

 

Enhanced opportunities for breeding birds should be incorporated into the scheme. Bird boxes should 

be mounted on trees and included within the built structures at the Site. It is recommended that there is 

a focus on the provision of building integrated bird boxes. These integrated boxes will aim to provide 

breeding habitat for notable priority species associated with the built environment, namely swift, house 

sparrow and starling. The British Standard BS 42021 for integral nest boxes (British Standard Institution, 

2022) states that new residential developments must have a number of integral nest boxes at least 

equal to the number of dwellings, i.e. the ratio of integral nest boxes to dwellings is 1:1. 

Recommendations for these bird boxes are provided in Appendix 3. 

 

Recommendation 5 

A nest box scheme should be developed for the application including integrated boxes for generalist 

birds, swift, house sparrow and starling within the built environment. The scheme should aim to provide 
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one bird box for every dwelling. Siting of boxes should be agreed in consultation with a suitably qualified 

ecologist. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

 

In April 2025 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a breeding bird assessment at 

Warwick Road, Banbury in order to establish the potential impacts of the construction of a residential 

development on the breeding bird assemblage at the Site. The assessment comprised a reduced survey 

effort of the standardised Common Bird Census method of four visits, which were undertaken in May 

and June.  

 

A total of 39 species were recorded during the breeding bird surveys. This is considered to be a 

moderate diversity for a small site, however due to the low number of territories for notable species it is 

not considered to be of greater than local significance. Of the species recorded during the surveys, six 

are confirmed as breeding within the survey area with two of these meeting the assessment criteria as 

Species of Conservation Concern. The most numerous of the breeding notable species was wren with 

six territories, followed by skylark with five territories, and woodpigeon with four territories. 

Yellowhammer, dunnock and whitethroat each held two territories. Linnet held one territory however 

due to the semi-colonial nature of this species it is likely more than one territory is present. The species 

assemblage represented generalists associated with arable, hedgerow, and woodland habitats in 

farmland areas of the UK. 

 

Impacts are expected on the bird assemblage from loss of arable habitats with impacts expected in 

particular to skylark, a priority species.  Hedgerows and tree habitats are expected to be retained and 

buffered within the scheme and as such limited impacts are expected on the populations of hedgerow 

and woodland species.  

 

The permanent loss of a minimum of 10ha of arable habitat onsite is predicted to result in the 

displacement of a minimum of three skylark territories. To compensate for this impact, it is 

recommended that the loss of these territories is mitigated through the provision of offsite skylark plots. 

A Skylark Mitigation Strategy should be prepared and delivered through a planning condition to set out 

the location, implementation, and long-term management of these features. 

 

Active birds’ nests are protected by law and therefore it is recommended that any vegetation clearance 

works associated with the development are completed outside the breeding bird season. Where this is 

not feasible nesting bird checks should be completed before work is commenced.  

 

There are opportunities to enhance the habitats within the scheme to benefit a wide range of species, 

including the enhancement of retained hedgerows and native hedgerow creation. These measures 

will provide habitat for species of conservation concern recorded onsite such as yellowhammer, song 

thrush, wren, dunnock, whitethroat, house sparrow, and linnet. A nest box scheme is recommended, 

and this should make provisions for both notable and generalist species, including both building 
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integrated and tree mounted boxes. A minimum of one box per dwelling should be installed at the 

Site. The siting of these should be agreed in consultation with suitably qualified ecologist.  
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9. APPENDICES 

 

9.1. Appendix 1: Relevant wildlife legislation and planning policy 

 

Please note that the following is not an exhaustive list, and is solely intended to cover the most relevant 

legislation pertaining to species commonly associated with development sites. 

 

Subject Legislation (England) Relevant prohibited actions 

Birds 

All wild birds Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended) 

• Intentionally kill, injure, or take any 

wild bird or their eggs or nests. 

‘Schedule 1’ Birds Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) 

 

• Disturb any wild bird listed on 

Schedule 1 whilst it is building a nest 

or is in, on, or near a nest containing 

eggs or young; or 

• Disturb the dependent young of any 

wild bird listed on Schedule 1. 

 

The Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC) 

Full legislation text available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0147 

 

Lists 193 species and sub-species which are in danger of extinction; vulnerable to specific changes in 

their habitat; considered rare because of small populations or restricted local distribution; requiring 

particular attention for reasons of the specific nature of habitat. For these species Member States 

must conserve their most suitable territories in number and size as Special Protection Areas. 

 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species 2017  

Full legislation text available at: The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 

(legislation.gov.uk) 

 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

Full legislation text available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents.  

 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

Full legislation text available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents   

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0147
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0147
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents.
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37
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Section 41 of Natural Environments and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 

Full legislation text available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41 

 

Many of the species above, along with a host of others not afforded additional protection, are listed on 

Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006.  

 

Section 41 (S41) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC Act 2006) requires the 

Secretary of State to publish a list of habitats and species that are of principal importance for the 

conservation of biodiversity in England. The list (including 56 habitats and 56 species of birds) has been 

drawn up in consultation with Natural England and draws upon the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

List of Priority Species and Habitats. 

 

The S41 list should be used to guide decision-makers such as local and regional authorities to have 

regard to the conservation of biodiversity in the exercise of their normal functions – as required under 

Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006. The duty applies to all local authorities and extends beyond just 

conserving what is already there, to carrying out, supporting and requiring actions that may also restore 

or enhance biodiversity. 

 

Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) 

This is a quantitative assessment of the status of populations of bird species which regularly occur in  

the UK, undertaken by the UK’s leading bird conservation organisations. It assesses a total of 245  

species against a set of objective criteria to place each on one of three lists – Green, Amber and Red  

– indicating an increasing level of conservation concern. There are currently 70 species on the Red list,  

103 on the Amber list and 72 on the Green list. The classifications described have no statutory  

implications, and are used merely as a tool for assessing scarcity and conservation value of a given  

species. 

 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Full text is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-

framework--2.  

 

The revised NPPF was updated on 7 February 2025 setting out the Government’s planning policies for 

England and the process by which these should be applied. The policies within the NPPF are a material 

consideration in the planning process. The key principle of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development, with sustainable development defined as a balance between economic, 

social and environmental needs.  

 

Policies 187 to 201 of the NPPF address conserving and enhancing the natural environment, stating 

that the planning system should: 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2


   Warwick Road, Banbury – Breeding Bird Survey 
March 2026 

 

 

33 
 
 

• Contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing 

valued landscapes; 

• Recognise the wider benefits of ecosystem services; and 

• Minimise impacts on and provide net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent 

ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures and incorporating 

features which support priority or threatened species such as swifts, bats and hedgehogs. 

 

Furthermore, there is a focus on re-use of existing brownfield sites or sites of low environmental value 

as a priority, and discouraging development in and around National Parks, Sites of Specific Scientific 

Interest, the Broads, and National Landscapes other than in exceptional circumstances.  

 

Where possible, planning policies should also: 

 

• Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological 

networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 

importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; and areas 

identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement, restoration 

or creation; and 

• Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 

networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 

opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. 

 

Local policy 

Cherwell council have an adopted Local Plan (2011), which includes policy ESD 10: Protection and 

Enhancement of Biodiversity and the Natural Environment, which includes the following points relevant 

to the Site:  

• In considering proposals for development, a net gain in biodiversity will be sought by protecting, 

managing, enhancing and extending existing resources, and by creating new resources. 

• The protection of trees will be encouraged, with an aim to increase the number of trees in the 

district. 

• If significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 

alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or as a last resort, 

compensated for, then development will not be permitted. 

• Development which would result in damage to or loss of a site of biodiversity or geological value 

of regional or local importance including habitats of species of principal importance for 

biodiversity will not be permitted unless the benefits of the development clearly outweigh the 

harm it would cause to the site, and the loss can be mitigated to achieve a net gain in 

biodiversity/geodiversity. 

• Development proposals will be expected to incorporate features to encourage biodiversity, and 

retain and where possible enhance existing features of nature conservation value within the 
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site. Existing ecological networks should be identified and maintained to avoid habitat 

fragmentation, and ecological corridors should form an essential component of green 

infrastructure provision in association with new development to ensure habitat connectivity. 
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9.2. Appendix 2: Breeding territories of priority species within the Site boundary and ZoI 

 

Figure 2: Skylark territories 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Whitethroat territories 

 

 

 

 



   Warwick Road, Banbury – Breeding Bird Survey 
March 2026 

 

 

36 
 
 

Figure 4:  Wren territories 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Song thrush territories 
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Figure 6: Dunnock territories 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Linnet territories 
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Figure 8: Yellowhammer territories 
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9.3. Appendix 3: Nest box recommendations 

 

A large number of bird boxes are available, designed for the specific needs of individual species. These 

are normally either designed to be integrated into a building or mounted onto external walls or trees. 

The below outlines general details of proposed bird boxes for the Site. Exact siting and numbers of the 

bird boxes will be decided in consultation with an ecologist further into the scheme.  

 

In general, bird boxes should be mounted: 

• out of direct sunlight, 

• out of prevailing winds,  

• facing between north and east (if in an exposed location), 

• out of reach of predators (including near perches that could be used by avian predators; and 

near ledges where cats, rats and squirrels have easy access), and 

• in locations with suitable foraging habitat for the target species close by, and where open 

sources of clean water are accessible to birds 

 

Glazed/glass buildings are usually not suitable for placing next boxes on due to the collision risk. 

 

The British Standard BS 42021 for integral nest boxes states that new residential developments must 

have a number of integral nest boxes at least equal to the number of dwellings, i.e. the ratio of integral 

nest boxes to dwellings is 1:1. In practice this means that some dwellings could receive more than one 

box while others might contain none due to suitability of the location. For larger developments, the 

number of integral nest boxes to be installed shall be “proportionate to the size and design of the 

building”. For colonial species, integral nest boxes shall be installed close together, e.g. two boxes 

located in every other house, or three in every third dwelling. For swifts, larger groupings of boxes are 

required (see the swift section below). 

 

The boxes recommended below are generally maintenance free and do not require cleaning. 

 

Generalist boxes 

 

Boxes to attract garden birds and woodland breeding species such as tits, nuthatch, redstart and pied 

flycatcher can be placed in gardens, orchards, woodlands and a wide variety of other habitats. The 

species of birds attracted to the box will depend upon the size of the entrance hole (see table below). 

 

Boxes should be fixed two to five metres up a tree or wall, out of the reach of predators such as domestic 

cats.  Unless there are trees or buildings, which give permanent shelter, it is best facing between north 

and east.  
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General 

Example Description Picture 

Bird Brick 

Houses 

Integrated bird 

box 

http://www.birdbrickhouses.co.uk/brick-

nesting-boxes/integrated-bird-box/   

 

Integrated into outside skin of 75mm 

and most 3” brickwork courses. Comes 

with a variety of hole sizes to suit 

particular bird species.  
 

Entrance 

Hole 
Species  

28mm Blue-, Marsh-, Coal- and Crested Tit, Wren. 

34mm 
Great-, Blue-, Marsh-, Coal- and Crested Tit, Nuthatch, Pied Flycatcher, House 

Sparrow 

40mm Redstart and Black Redstart 

50m Starling 

60m Spotted Flycatcher 

 

Schwegler No. 

1B General 

Purpose Nest 

box 

 

 

 

www.schwegler-nature.com 

 

Suitable for various garden and 

woodland birds, created with different 

sized entrance holes to avoid 

competition between species. Other 

variations (e.g. 2M) can be free 

hanging, to deter predators. 

 

 

House Sparrow boxes 

 

The brick design box can be incorporated into the building or attached the outside of the building. Ideally 

the box will be placed at soffit/eaves level or at least 2m high.  

 

The ideal nest box for this species will be approximately 350mm (h) x 150mm (w) x 150mm (d) with a 

hole approximately 32mm in diameter.  

http://www.birdbrickhouses.co.uk/brick-nesting-boxes/integrated-bird-box/
http://www.birdbrickhouses.co.uk/brick-nesting-boxes/integrated-bird-box/
http://www.schwegler-nature.com/
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House Sparrow 

Example Description Picture 

Schwegler Brick Box 

Type 24  

 

 

(www.schwegler-nature.com) 

 

This brick design can be built 

into the wall of the new 

development and the external 

surface, excluding the hole, 

can be rendered to match the 

surrounding wall.  

 
 

WoodStone Build-in 

House Sparrow Nest 

Box 

www.nhbs.com 

 

It is designed to be built into 

walls and is three bricks high 

making it easy to incorporate 

into walls during construction 

or renovation.  
 

 

 
Swift boxes 
 

Swifts are colonial nesters and it is important to have several nest sites in one area. It is recommended 

that most buildings should have between 4 and 10 nest provisions. Swifts also feed almost exclusively 

on the aerial plankton of flying insects and airborne spiders of small to moderate size, so therefore 

require habitats which support these invertebrates. 

 

Nest boxes designed for swifts should be installed at least 5m high, around the eaves of the building or 

under deeply overhanging eaves to allow swifts to drop into the air to forage. The boxes should be 

positioned away from climbing plants to avoid access for predators such as rodents.  

 

Swifts typically nest in flat spaces within buildings or within a crevice or cavity.  The ideal nest box 

should have an oval or rectangular hole around 30mm (h) x 65mm (w). The internal dimensions of the 

box should be approximately 400mm (w) x 200mm (d) x 150mm (h).   

 

Swifts can be attracted to areas that they have not previously colonised using ‘swift response calls’.  

Audio CDs are available for this purpose and are available on the Schwegler website (www.schwegler-

nature.com). 

http://www.schwegler-nature.com/
http://www.nhbs.com/
http://www.schwegler-nature.com/
http://www.schwegler-nature.com/
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Swift 

Example Description Picture 

 

Swift S 

Brick 

 

Introduction — S Brick (actionforswifts.com) 

 

Swift S bricks provide excellent nesting 

opportunities for swifts whilst fitting into the 

brickwork seamlessly without compromising 

the appearance of the building. 

 

The swift boxes will likely require an attraction 

call system for swifts. This can be set on timer 

and replays the tape of birds calling to attract 

them to the nest site, There is no set system 

for this, but assembly of parts can be achieved 

quite easily as outlined at this website: 

http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/attractio

n-call-systems-for-swifts.html. The system 

can be purchased for about £30. 

 

 

Ibstock 

Swift Box 

www.Ibstock.com 

 

This swift brick can be built into a wall on new 

buildings.  

 

https://www.actionforswifts.com/introduction
http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/attraction-call-systems-for-swifts.html
http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/attraction-call-systems-for-swifts.html
http://www.ibstock.com/
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Swift 

Example Description Picture 

Woodston

e Build-in 

Swift Box 

https://gardenature.co.uk 

 

This nest box is made from a concrete and 

wood fibre mix. It can be mounted on a wall, 

or it can be built into the fascia of a wall. The 

front of the Woodstone swift box can be 

removed for cleaning. 

  

It should be fitted at least 5 metres above the 

ground ensuring there is an unobstructed flight 

path for birds entering and leaving the box. 

 

 

Schwegler 

Brick Box 

Type 25 

www.schwegler-nature.com 

 

This brick design can be built into the wall of 

the new development and the external 

surface, excluding the hole, can be rendered 

to match the surrounding wall.   

 

Swift box 

model 30 

http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/diy-swift-

box-designs.html  

 

This box is suitable for any location as it has a 

double thickness, waterproof roof (made of 

uPVC). The 30° sloping roof should deter 

predators.  

 

  

https://gardenature.co.uk/
http://www.schwegler-nature.com/
http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/diy-swift-box-designs.html
http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/diy-swift-box-designs.html
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9.4. Appendix 4: Skylark plot guidance 

 

The skylark plots will be created within arable fields owned by or available to the landowners, and will 

be created in accordance with Countryside Stewardship management practices as set out in AB4: 

Skylark Plots (https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/skylark-plots-ab4).  

 

This guidance sets out that: 

 

• A skylark plot should be at least 3m wide with a minimum area of 16m2 that is created by one 

of the following methods:  

• Turning off the drill during sowing to leave an unsown plot (preferred)  

• Sowing the crop as normal and spraying with herbicide to create the plot by 31 

December 

• After drilling, the plots can be managed with the same treatments as the remainder of the field.  

• There is no need to keep the plots weed-free but spot-treating with herbicide in April will help 

skylarks to access their nesting sites. 

• Mechanical weeding of crops containing skylark plots will destroy any nests present and is not 

recommended. 

• The plots provide skylarks with suitable access to nesting habitats in winter cereal crops 

throughout their breeding season. 

• Plots should be least 50m from field boundaries and margins and not located in tramlines 

(though between them is advisable).  

 

Plot density is generally recommended at 2 per hectare, and plot creation will be subject to one plot 

created per loss of territory from the development. The plots should be secured for a minimum of 30 

years in line with the habitat creation measures included within the Environment Act and be subject to 

monitoring. 

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/skylark-plots-ab4
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Territories of starling and skylark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MKA 

 
ECOLOGY 

MKA Ecology Limited, New Cambridge House, Bassingbourn Road, Litlington, Cambridgeshire SG8 0SS 

 01763 262 211 | enquiries@mkaecology.co.uk | www.mkaecology.co.uk 

Company registration no 5858121   |   VAT no. 825137440 

 

http://www.mkaecology.co.uk/

