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1. Introduction

This Design, Access and Heritage Statement accompanies an application for Listed Building Consent
relating to the replacement of windows and one external door at Burdrop Farmhouse, Burdrop, near
Banbury.

Burdrop Farmhouse is a Grade Il listed dwelling located within the hamlet of Burdrop near Sibford
Gower. The property comprises a traditional stone-built farmhouse which has been subject to a
number of alterations and extensions over time.

Planning permission and Listed Building Consent were granted in 2020 under references 20/00672/F
and 20/00673/LB for alterations and extension works to the property. Those works have now been
implemented.

The present application relates to the replacement of a number of existing windows within the historic
building together with the replacement of a single external door.

2. The Listed Building

Burdrop Farmhouse is included on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic
interest at Grade II.

The building is described in the listing as a mid-eighteenth century farmhouse constructed of squared
coursed ironstone beneath a steeply pitched tiled roof with later twentieth-century alterations.

The building is arranged as a two-storey structure with attic accommodation and presents a simple
three-window range to the principal elevation with an off-centre entrance beneath a small porch.

The listing description specifically records the presence of twentieth-century windows within the
original openings, including metal casement windows to part of the building.

3. Significance of the Heritage Asset

The significance of Burdrop Farmhouse derives primarily from:
e its survival as a traditional rural farmhouse
e its construction in local ironstone
e the historic form and structure of the building
e its contribution to the historic character of the Burdrop hamlet.

The architectural interest of the building lies principally in its form, masonry construction and overall
historic fabric rather than in individual elements of later joinery.

The statutory list description confirms that the building includes twentieth-century windows within the
original openings.

The existing windows within the farmhouse are not considered to be original historic fabric. Historic
records indicate that alterations and replacement works to windows and doors have taken place over
an extended period, including works approved under Listed Building Consent reference LB 619.91
(1991). The windows were subsequently reviewed and assessed as part of the Listed Building Consent
application approved under reference 20/00673/LB. The existing windows therefore represent later
joinery rather than original fabric associated with the construction of the farmhouse.
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The significance of the building therefore lies primarily in its historic structure, masonry and form
rather than in the existing window units themselves.

4. Relevant Planning History
Listed Building Consent has previously been granted for alterations and joinery works at the property.

Relevant consents include:

LB 619.91 (1991)

Replacement windows resulting in installation of the existing steel casement leaded-light windows.
01/02193/LB (2001)

Replacement of four external doors and reconstruction of the entrance porch.

20/00673/LB (2020)

Alterations and extension works including new windows and doors associated with the extension.
These consents demonstrate that the building has evolved through managed and consented
alterations, including replacement of joinery elements where appropriate.

5. Description of Proposed Works

The application proposes the replacement of existing steel casement windows within the historic
farmhouse together with the replacement of one external door.

The replacement windows will be manufactured by Holdsworth Windows and will comprise steel
framed casement windows installed within the existing timber subframes.

The new windows will incorporate slim profile double glazed units (12mm overall thickness) which
improve thermal performance while maintaining a slender glazing profile consistent with traditional
steel windows.

Importantly:

+ existing window openings will remain unchanged
» surrounding masonry will not be altered
+ existing timber subframes will be retained.

The proposed replacement windows adopt a simple one-over-one casement arrangement. This
glazing pattern reflects the more typical vernacular window form found in traditional rural buildings
within the Cherwell district where relatively simple vertical openings with minimal subdivision are
common.

Guidance published by Cherwell District Council in Windows and Doors in Historic Buildings notes that
historic rural buildings often display relatively plain window arrangements and that overly complex

glazing subdivisions are not always characteristic of the local vernacular tradition.

The proposed glazing arrangement therefore simplifies the existing window pattern while maintaining
the established steel window character of the building.

The proposed works therefore represent a replacement of later twentieth-century joinery rather than
alteration to the historic fabric of the building.
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The application also proposes the replacement of one external door. The proposed door will be
manufactured by Lloyd Woodworking and will be constructed as a traditional painted timber panelled
door.

The design of the door follows the precedent examples provided by the Conservation Officer and
reflects typical traditional door forms found in historic buildings within the Cherwell district.

The door will comprise a traditional six-panelled arrangement set within a modest timber framing. The
door is intended to reflect the traditional panelled door typology found in historic buildings within the
Cherwell district and follows the precedent examples provided by the Conservation Officer.

The proposed door will be installed within the existing opening and will maintain the established
proportions and character of the entrance.

The intention of the design is to provide a simple traditional panelled door consistent with the
vernacular character of historic buildings within the district, while aligning with the precedent
examples identified by the Conservation Officer.

6. Assessment of Impact on Significance

The proposed works are limited to the replacement of later twentieth-century window units within
existing openings.

The proposals do not involve:
» alteration to the historic structure of the building
« enlargement or relocation of window openings
» removal of historic masonry fabric.

The existing windows are themselves modern replacements installed following the 1991 Listed
Building Consent and therefore do not represent historic joinery.

Their replacement with new steel framed windows of similar character therefore does not result in the
loss of historic fabric.

The proposals retain the established appearance of steel casement windows within the building while
simplifying the glazing pattern and improving the performance and longevity of the joinery.
The replacement door will match the design and detailing of the door installed under the 2020

consent and will therefore remain consistent with the architectural character of the property.

Overall the works represent minor alterations which preserve the character and significance of the
listed building.

7. Access
The proposals relate solely to the replacement of windows and one external door and do not alter the

existing access arrangements to the building.

Access to the property will therefore remain unchanged.

8. Conclusion
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The application proposes the replacement of later twentieth-century steel windows with new steel
framed windows installed within the existing subframes.

No alterations to the historic structure, window openings or surrounding masonry are proposed.
The works therefore do not result in the loss of historic fabric and will preserve the character and
significance of the listed building.

Listed Building Consent is respectfully sought.
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