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1 ARBORICULTURAL STATEMENT 

1.1 LandArb Solutions Ltd visited the site at The Ark, Sibford on the 10th October 2025. 

Individual present on site: David Paginton CMLA, Dip Arb L4, M.Arbor.A. 

1.2 A tree survey schedule and survey plan are in appendix 1. 

1.3 A tree retention and loss and protection plan are in appendix 2.  

1.4 The site proposals are in appendix 3. Ground guards are in appendix 4. 

1.5 The relevant trees were surveyed and a tree survey and protection plan produced. 

Arboricultural Resource 

1.6 The site relates to land associated with The Ark, with areas of grassland either side of 

a central concrete access, enclosed by trees on all sides. 

1.7 The key trees are located to the site frontage, on the eastern boundary and on the 

southern boundary. 

1.8 Site photos are set out on the following pages. 
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Statutory Tree Protection 

The Cherwell District Council website and proposals mapping (accessed 04.02.26) 

indicates the site is within the Sibford Ferris conservation area, and that the Red Oak 

tree T6-B1 within the site is subject to a TPO ref: 01 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposals (Appendix 3) 

1.9 The proposals are for a rear single-story extension and loft conversion to the existing 

house. New detached garages and home work/office are proposed in the rear 

garden. 

1.10 New tree and scrub planting will be implemented to the rear of the site adjacent the 

boundary with Sibford School. 

1.11 New tree planting will be extra heavy standard stock size, 14-16cm girth, 400-450cm 

high, in 85 litre pots. Species will be native and include species such as Cherry, 

Birch, Mountain Ash, Field Maple, Apple. Scrub/hedge planting will include Field 

Maple, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Holly, Yew, Spindle. 

1.12 New laurel hedge planting, 80-100cm, will be planted to the rear of the site with the 

adjacent school as shown on the protection plan. 
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Tree Removals and Tree Works 

1.13 The proposals require shrub mass SM16-C1 to be cut back to allow the outbuilding to 

be installed and space around it to install it. The shrub mass relates to woody scrubby 

vegetation. 

Tree Protection (Appendix 3) 

1.14 A tree protection plan has been prepared for the construction phase of the project, 

overlaying the proposals onto the tree survey. 

1.15 Heras barriers will be installed as shown, in advance of any site works, and remain in 

place until all site works are complete. An area of ground protection has been shown, 

in green wash, to protect the RPA of T17 and provide extra space adjacent the 

proposed outbuilding. Ground guards will be installed in advance of site works 

commencing and protect the ground, remaining in place until the outbuilding is built. 

Widening of access adjacent T6. 

1.16 The existing concrete access will be retained in situ to act as a ground protection 

when accessing the rear of the site to install the new building. 

1.17 The proposals include widening the existing access by 0.7m adjacent the Red Oak 

tree T6-B1. The area is highlighted on the protection plan as an area of sensitive 

working, and measures 12.5 sq m, of a total RPA of 260 sq m, which equates to 4.6% 

of the area. 

1.18 In this area, the existing turf layer will be scraped back and the access widened. The 

existing tarmac surfacing will be retained in situ, and simply widened, as opposed to 

breaking up and removing the entire section which would be more disruptive. The 

widening is by 0.7m in an area already slightly compacted and eroded by vehicle 

overspill. A membrane will be installed first and then local gravel added, which is 

permeable, but will achieve the desired widening required. 
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Overbearing Effects 

1.19 None anticipated.  

Services 

1.20 No services information is available at the time of witing. Any new services must 

avoid RPAs. 

General Rules 

1.21 The following list of activities that must not occur within RPAs of retained trees. 

• No raising/lowering of ground levels, deposit or excavation of soil or rubble;  

• Storage of materials. 

• Machinery fuel, chemicals or other materials of any other description must be safely 

stored if required to be brought to site. There must be equipment to help clean up any 

spillages that occur, with any chemicals placed on plywood, ground guards or non-

permeable sheeting. 

• No parking/use of tracked or wheeled machinery. 

• No fixtures or fittings such as signs, cables or the like being attached to any part of a 

retained tree; 

• No mixing of cement within RPAs or soft landscape areas.  

1.22 The methods of construction set out above are proportionate to the proposals. 

1.23 Provided the measures suggested are implemented, the proposals can be installed 

without impact to retained trees. 

Site Monitoring 

1.24 It is recommended that arboricultural supervision be undertaken to monitor progress 

and standard of installed protection measures. 
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1.25 As a proportionate approach to the proposals, given the site and proposals relate to a 

domestic scale project, as opposed to 100 new houses, a simple process for site 

monitoring can be undertaken using the following methods. 

Day to Day Monitoring 

1.26 The monitoring for the project will require photographic evidence to be gathered 

regularly by the applicant (in addition to project arboriculturist pre-programmed site 

visits) to ensure the quality of the project delivery in accordance with this arboricultural 

method statement. In some weeks, activity on site will vary to a greater or lesser degree 

to the next.  It is proposed that the applicant will keep in regular contact with the project 

arboriculturist and make use of digital cameras/smart phones to take regular progress 

photos which will be stored as record of site progress. The applicant will provide regular 

photo updates by taking photos of installed protection barriers, tree removals, storage 

compound areas, ground guards, and outbuilding installation. 

1.27 The applicant will update the project arboriculturist by telephone and email as 

appropriate on a regular basis, at a minimum of once a month and report any issues 

relating to trees. The project arboriculturist will update the LPA once every month in 

addition to coinciding with planned site construction activities. The project 

arboriculturist will be available to attend site as and when required and as advised by 

the applicant if any situations change for any reason and the project arboriculturists 

presence on site becomes necessary.  

Pre-programmed site monitoring schedule 

1.28 Below is the anticipated site visits required to monitor the progress of protection 

implementation as the demolition and construction phases of the build program 

progress. 

• Installation of heras barriers and ground guards. 

• Widening of access. 

• Installation of new outbuilding.  
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• Removal of protection barriers and ground guards (to be carried out once site 

construction activities are completed and before barriers are removed). 

1.29 In addition to the above pre-programmed site visits, there is an anticipation that there 

may well be a requirement for additional visits, largely dictated by the build program. 

1.30 The pre-programmed sequence of visits will evolve as the build program progresses, 

allowing for an element of monitoring and reviewing of the build program and an 

allowance for any issues which may potentially arise. The LPA will be updated 

throughout the process. 

Removal of protection barriers and ground guards  

1.31 All construction site operations must be completed prior to the commencement of the 

removal of tree protection.  

1.32 The Project Arboriculturist shall be briefed to be able to provide the LPA with 5 working 

days’ notice of commencement of tree protection removal. 
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APPENDIX 1: TREE SURVEY SCHEDULE AND SURVEY PLAN 
  



Stem 
Count Stem dia. (mm) RPA radius RPA area

Category 
Grading N E S W

Ht. 1st 
Br. (m) Est.

1st Br. 
Direction

Ht. Can. 
(m)

T1 Lime 7.0 1 580 7.0 152 C1 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 3.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Pollarded, edge of lawn verge by road. None at time of survey.

T2 Cotoneaster 6.0 4 430 5.2 84 C1 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.5 2.0 M 10+ Fair Poor Wide spreading, twisted stem, pruned in past, various small 
cavities, suppressed and squat form.

None at time of survey.

T3 Cypress 12.0 1 850 10.2 327 C1 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 0.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Low canopy, ivy on stem, typical of age and species. None at time of survey.

T4 Norway spruce 15.0 1 720 8.6 235 B1 3.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 1.0 M 20+ Fair Fair Lower canopy pruned and minor deadwood. Typical of age 
and species.

None at time of survey.

T5 Magnolia 4.0 1 180 2.2 15 C1 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Ivy on stem, deadwood, torn branches. None at time of survey.

T6 Northern red oak 15.0 1 760 9.1 261 B1 5.5 7.0 7.5 8.5 1.5 M 10+ Fair Fair
Heavily pruned, thinning canopy and extended dieback, 

adventitious growth, deadwood, in decline. None at time of survey.

T7 Ash 12.0 1 450 5.4 92 C1 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 M 10+ Fair Fair
Unable to access stem due to dense woody laurel. Thinning 

canopy, dieback. None at time of survey.

G8 Laurel, rhododendron, dogwood 8.0 1 100 1.2 5 C1 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Area of shrubs. None at time of survey.

T9 Cypress 11.0 2 180 2.2 15 C1 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 0.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Typical of age and species. None at time of survey.

T10 Laurel 12.0 3 520 6.2 122 C1 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 1.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Wide spreading, ivy on stems, several cavities. None at time of survey.

T11 Holly 11.0 1 550 6.6 137 C1 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 1.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Unable to access base, good shape. None at time of survey.

T12 Walnut 12.0 1 370 4.4 62 C1 7.5 5.0 5.5 6.5 1.5 M 10+ Fair Fair
Lean to west, lower canopy pruned, several small cavities, 

minor deadwood, None at time of survey.

T13 Cypress 12.0 1 600 7.2 163 C1 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 1.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Against stone wall, touching building, debris and vegetation 
at base.

None at time of survey.

G14 Cypress 15.0 1 400 4.8 72 C1 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Line of cypress at rear of site. Typical of age and species. None at time of survey.

G15 Holly, laurel 9.0 1 300 3.6 41 C1 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Area of holly and laurel beneath cypress at rear and side of 
site.

None at time of survey.

SM16 Hazel, elder, laurel, buddleia 2.0 1 90 1.1 4 C1 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Area of self set wood shrubs on boundary. None at time of survey.

T17 Cypress 11.0 2 500 6.0 113 C1 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 0.5 M 10+ Fair Fair Typical of age and species. None at time of survey.

Crown Spread (m)

Ht. (m)Ref no. Management RecommendationsGeneral notes
Life 

stage

Stem

ULE
Physiological 

ConditionSpecies
Structural 
Condition

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

As shown

N/A

N/A

As shown

As shown

As shown

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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APPENDIX 2: TREE RETENTION AND PROTECTION PLAN 
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