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Type of Comment
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Attachments

Austin Grounds Farm Hook Norton Road Sibford Ferris OX15 5QR
Alterations to and conversion of barn to form one dwelling (self-build)

Iwona Gogut

Ecology (CDC)

Cherwell District Council 39 Castle Quay Banbury OX16 5FD

Comment

The applicants have submitted an ecological survey which is sufficient in scope and depth.
There are no constraints with regard to bats on site. Appropriate precautionary working
methods for reptiles and amphibians have been put forward and adherence to this should be
conditioned.

As the site is a self build it is not subject to the mandatory BNG deemed condition but
measures to enhance the site for biodiversity in terms of provisions for species should be
sought in line with policy. Any permission should be subject to the following conditions:

Accord with Ecological Survey

The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the
recommendations set out in section 4 and 4.1 of the Protected Species Survey report by
Cotswolds Wildlife Surveys dated 9th December 2025, unless otherwise agreed in writing by
the local planning authority.

Reason:

To ensure that the development does not cause harm to any protected species or their
habitats in accordance with Policy ESD10 of the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and
government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

Biodiversity Enhancement

No development shall commence until a method statement for enhancing the site for
biodiversity to include measures for bats or birds has been submitted to and approved in
writing by the local planning authority. The enhancement measures approved shall be
carried out prior to occupation and shall thereafter be retained in full accordance with the
approved details.

Reason: To protect habitats of importance to biodiversity conservation from any loss or
damage in accordance with Policy ESD10 of the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and
government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

Kind regards
Charlotte
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