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Planning Department 
Cherwell District Council  
 (Planning and Building Control) 
Bodicote House 
Bodicote 
BANBURY 
OX15 4AA 
 
22nd December 2025 
 
 
 
Your Ref: Planning Application – 25/03183/SO 
           Land West of Warwick Road Banbury 
 
Dear Case Officer 
 
We write with reference to the above application for screening opinion 
 
Given the scale of the site proposed to be developed, and that significant landscape and environmental 
effects are likely to result, it is our opinion that this proposal does constitute EIA Development when 
considered against the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environment Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017.   
 
It is noted that this site is not allocated for development in the currently adopted Cherwell District Council 
Local Plan 2015-2031, nor the emerging Local Plan Review 2042 and therefore has not gone through the 
rigorous scrutiny, evaluation and consultation that would be expected prior to development on this land.  
An EIA is therefore crucial to ensure that any subsequent application can be determined giving full 
consideration to national and local policy. 
 
The consequences of the proposed development are likely to be significant when considering the visual 
impact on the landscape character in this area of open countryside and how this will be affected by the 
proposed development. 
 
The site falls within a pastoral landscape setting that provides diverse habitat to a wide range of species, 
it is important to fully understand the environment impacts of the proposal on this valuable area. 
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A proposal for 170 houses (23/00853/OUT) has been approved but not yet developed directly north of 
this site and a speculative application for a solar farm around half a mile along B4100 to the proposed site 
is currently under consultation, it is important that the cumulative effects have the opportunity for 
consideration. 
 
We also would welcome that you consult the nearby parish councils of Hanwell, Horley and Banbury 
Town Council on this screening opinion to ensure that local information is not inadvertently overlooked in 
this screening opinion decision. 
 
Please do keep us up to date on this and any subsequent applications for this site. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
CPRE Cherwell District committee 


