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Comments The statutory biodiversity metric has now been completed. However, I can?t see any 
evidence of reptile surveys, which were requested by Oxfordshire County Council in July 
2024. These surveys should be completed prior to approval so that any required mitigation 
or compensation can be secured. 
 
The Ecology (BNG and Habitat Condition Targets) Addendum_Version 4, dated 27th August 
2025, includes condition assessments for the proposed habitats, most of which are expected 
to reach moderate to good condition. While this is ambitious, it should be achievable with 
appropriate management. This will need to be detailed in a Habitat Management and 
Monitoring Plan (HMMP). 
 
Given the presence of off site habitat creation/enhancements, and significant on-site habitat 
creation/enhancements, both the HMMP and associated monitoring fees must be secured 
through a legal agreement. The applicant will not be able to use or sell any off-site 
biodiversity units without this agreement, as registration on the biodiversity gains register is 
required. 
 
I note that the Ecological Appraisal (2023) recommends that prior to the start of each 
proposed extraction or land restoration phase an ecological walkover survey for the presence 
of protected/notable animals, e.g. badger and nesting birds, is conducted. The report also 
recommends working methods to avoid impacting species and habitats during the 
restoration works. As such, I would recommend that that a Ecological Management Plan for 
Biodiversity is conditioned, which details ecological risks, precautionary measures to avoid 
harming species and habitats (i.e. walkover surveys, protection measures, timing of works, 
etc), roles and responsibilities, and ongoing monitoring and remedial measures.  
 
Kind regards,  
Megan  
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