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PROPOSAL

SUSTAINABLE
CONNECTIONS TO
WOODSTOCK

8.114 The plan opposite illustrates where access to

the wider movement network can be gained from the
masterplan (please also refer to the access and movement
parameter plan on page 58 and street hierarchy plan on
page 72). The principal desire lines will be to the west and
south, connecting to Park View local centre, Oxford Road,
local schools in Woodstock, Woodstock town centre and
the proposed Park and Ride off Bladon Roundabout.

8.115 Therefore these routes manifest within the
masterplan to promote sustainable active modes of

travel, including walking, cycling and bus use. East-west
movement will principally be supported by a primary street
that connects across the masterplan, from the A4095 to
Park View. This route will include bus access (and potential
new bus stop(s) at key public spaces), and footpath/
cycleways. This will be the most direct and attractive route
connecting to Park View.

8.116 The Park View link (see page 72) is formed of

a 6.75m wide road with pedestrian/cycle link into the

Park View development (and local centre) currently being
implemented through s38. Turning to be removed and a
2m wide footway to be provided on the northern side of
the carriageway, and a 3m wide footway/cycleway to be
provided on the southern side of the carriageway. A bus
gate will be implemented to prevent the development from
operating as a through-route for general traffic.

8.117 Additional north-south routes run through the
masterplan along attractive green corridors, which prioritise
pedestrian and cycle access. Pedestrian and cycle routes
will be convenient and safe.

8.118 The masterplan features a well connected
permeable street, cycle and footpath network which
connects into a much larger network of sustainable
travel including existing bus stops and national cycle
routes, offering connections through to the surrounding
settlements.

8.119 Additional measures to promote sustainable
connections will include easy to access bicycle storage
and parking solutions, along with provision of electric car
charging points.
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8.120 The proposed access to Park View

(Park View link, see pages 72 and 75) has been
developed in close consultation between DTA and
TOR’s heritage team to ensure that there will be
sufficient distance to the scheduled monument. In
addition, pre-development, limited and focussed
archaeological investigation will be undertaken to
ensure no adverse heritage impact resulting from
the proposed access.

World Heritage Site
consideration

8.121 In response to the Planning Inspector’s
decision regarding the draft PR10 allocation, and its
perceived impact on setting and significance of the
Blenheim Palace World Heritage Site (WHS), it is
emphasised that since the Inspector’s decision, the
proposals have been further refined and supported
by a full set of technical assessments. Historic
England (HE) have reviewed the updated proposals
that form the basis of this outline application, and
concluded the following:

8.122 *“The role of the development site in the
setting of the WHS can be considered both in
terms of national legislation and guidance, and

as set out in the Blenheim Palace World Heritage
Site Revised Management Plan (2017, hereinafter
WHSMP). The Conservation Management Plan for
the Blenheim Palace Gardens (2021, hereinafter
CMBP) is also relevant.

8.123 In the WHSMP the sections of relevance
focussed on significance are:

8.124 The integrity of the property is well
protected by its enclosing wall but important visual
links do exist between the gates, the parkland
buildings, buildings in the surrounding villages and
landscape, and care needs to be taken to ensure
these key visual links are protected. (from para
5.01) Our proposals achieve this.
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8.125 Attribute 7. .. views into and out of the
WHS still provide key linkages between Blenheim
Palace and the traditional English countryside and
villages surrounding it.

8.126 Considering the description above of

how the site and the WHS relate, it is clear that
development of the site with housing screened by
existing and new hedges & trees will not affect the
outstanding universal value & primary significance
of the WHS, i.e. there is no impact on the ‘key
linkages’.

8.127 HE aadvise that the site in its current state
makes a very minor contribution to the significance
of the WHS in that many visitors approach the
WHS along the A44 road from the Oxford direction.
The site is experienced as an agricultural field
glimpsed through a hedge, at the same time as
visitors become aware that they are approaching
Woodstock. The experience of visitors approaching
along the A44 will change if the site is developed
to being glimpsed views of green space with
possible distant glimpses or housing behind new
green screening. The effect of this change on

the communal significance of the WHS will be
negligible.

8.128 The site is bordered to the north by a minor
road (Shipton Rd). There is no experience of the
WHS from this road nor is it a direct route to the
WHS. It is not therefore considered to be part of
the setting of the WHS.

8.129 The site does not form part of the setting
for any designated heritage assets within the WHS.
The nearest assets, the Grade Il listed Cowyards
and Eagle Lodge, are set within or behind mature
woodland.

8.130 [ agree with the applicant’s assessment
that: The changed character and appearance

of the site as part of the setting of the Blenheim
Park RPG, and the increase in built development
perceptible will be a negligible change to an asset
of high importance, which will be a permanent
slight effect that is not significant. (5.150). | also
agree, based on my discussion above, that the
same assessment of a permanent slight effect that
is not significant applies to the WHS.”
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